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I’m excited for some cool fall weather and a lot less rain
(and mosquitoes) as steelhead season gets underway. I
Boardman Recap
often have the Dowagiac River to myself during the week,
but with recent rains, I’m not sure it will be wadeable. Fortunately, I have a wading staff and am not afraid to use it! WaWaSum Recap
If any members are in SW Michigan and want to check out
this river, give me a call. I’d love to join you if scheduling
White River Recap
permits.
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Many of you volunteer in an array of organizations, offering valuable time, services, and expertise. There is a new
group that I am excited about that mentors youth in foster Join us: Winter Retreat
8
care through fly fishing. The Mayfly Project is a non-profit
organization that has just started a chapter in western
Join us: Beginning Fly
9
Michigan. The project coordinator for western Michigan is Tying
Caitlyn Korchnak (Caitlin.korchnak@outlook.com), and
Join us: Spring Steelhead
10
she is looking for additional volunteers that are passionate Outing
about fly fishing, the outdoors, or giving back to help get
the project started. She is even looking for people that can Membership Information
11
help prepare lunch at some of the events, so there is room
for all talents! Once the program is up and running, she
will be accepting used (and new!) fly fishing gear and tackle to pass along to the kids.
Her goal is that each child will receive a fly rod and other goodies so that they can continue to fish wherever they go.

To become a volunteer you will need to go the Mentor Application section of the The
Mayfly Project (https://www.themayflyproject.com/mentor-application-existing-project).
Because you will be working with youth, a background check will be performed and you
will also need to provide three references. In the section on “existing project” to join, fill
out "Western Michigan” and lead mentor is "Caitlyn Korchnak.”

Total time involved with mentor and mentee is not overwhelming. There are about four
sessions of 1-2 hours each which will include teaching casting, knot tying, water safety,
bugs, fly selection, etc. There is one final meeting that is geared toward a half day of fishSheila Stevenson Bergdoll
ing on a local river. The goal is to have a fun day away from home and to show the child
sbergdoll@msn.com
how much fun fly fishing can be. These details will be worked out once Caitlyn has her
group of volunteers assembled. Please consider becoming a volunteer or a donation of
Flygirls is a 100% Fly Fish- good used gear and tackle.
Michelle Yelovina
kcyel@msn.com

ers International club

Flygirls will have a booth at the upcoming Great Lakes Council of Fly Fishers International at the Deltaplex in Grand Rapids on December 7th from 9 am-5 pm. There will be
dozens of fly tiers presenting their skills as well as vendors. There will be several presentations throughout the day. Cost of the show is $10. If you would like to help out in the
booth, please contact me at annrmiller@aol.com. For details, visit
https://www.ffiglc.org/2019/09/18/2019-great-lakes-fly-fishing-show/.
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Event

Location

Cost

Date

Contact

Great Lakes Fly Fishing

Deltaplex Arena

Volunteers Needed

December 7, 2019

Ann Miller

Southeast Tie-a-thon

Schultz Outfitters
Ypsilanti, MI

Volunteers Needed

TBD

Mary Lou Rogala
mrogala07@gmail.com

Barothy Lodge Walhalla,

$210 lodging and

February 14th-16 th

Joy Lind

February 14th-16 th

Jenn Nelson
matukajenn@yahoo.com

Winter Retreat
Beginner Fly Tying

Barothy Lodge Walhalla, $210 lodging, meals,
instruction, and maMI
terials used in class

Midwest Fly Fishing Expo

Warren, MI

Volunteers Needed

March 14th-15th

Lisa Paisley

Spring Steelhead w/
Feenstra Guide Service

La Belle de Riviere
Newaygo, MI

$415 for 2 nights &
guided fishing

April 17th-19th

Susan Sears
sstefano.54@gmail.com

Introduction to Fly Fishing
Southeast Michigan

TBD

TBD

TBD

Nancy Lounds
yoopnnancy@aol.com

Fullers Hendrickson Trout
Outing

Fullers NBOC
Lovells, MI

$195

May 15*17th

Joy Lind
Joy@spectero.net

Boardman River Outing

Ranch Rudolph
Traverse City, MI

$230

May 29th-30th

Jenn Nelson
matukajenn@yahoo.com

Au Sable River Trout Outing

Wa Wa Sum
Grayling Twp, MI

$50 deposit-$160
total

May 31st- June 3rd

Colleen Jenkins
crowjenkins@comcast.net

White Cloud County
Park
White Cloud MI

$30 pp includes
group campsite &
dinner Friday & Saturday

June 5th-7th

Karen Kleinheksel

Grayling Panfish and Au
Sable Trout

Old Au Sable Fly Shop
Grayling, MI

TBD

June 19th -21st

Lisa Paisley
Lmpaisley@yahoo.com

DNR Fisheries Day

DNR Adventure Center
Detroit, MI

Volunteers Needed

June 27th

Mary Lou Rogala mrogala07@gmail.com

Casting for Recover

Barothy Lodge
WalHalla, MI

Volunteers Needed

August 30th
8am-3pm

Ann Miller
AnnRMiller@aol.com

Au Sable River Clean-up

Gates Au Sable Lodge
Grayling, MI

Volunteers Needed

Sept. 12 th

Gayle Yerge-Cole
glycole@aol.com

Annual Meeting & Fishing

Gates Au Sable Lodge
Grayling, MI

TBD

Sept 18th-20th

Michelle Yelovina
kcyel@msn.com

Fall Steelhead Outing

Pere Marquette River
Lodge

TBD

November
6th-8th

Lindy Ihrman
lindy.ihrman@gmail.com

Fishing on the White River
and Camping

K2edits@gmail.com

BY PROVIDING A DEPOSIT YOU ARE COMMITTING TO AN EVENT. IF YOU CANCEL, YOUR DEPOSIT MAY BE FORFEITED
IF YOU OR FLYGIRLS CANNOT FIND ANOTHER PARTICIPANT FOR THE EVENT.
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Beaver Island Outing Recap by Sheila Bergdoll
2019 Beaver Island Fishing Adventure

Bergdoll were anxious to get started on their fishing
adventures.

Four Flygirls arrived at Beaver Island on a chilly day
on May 22nd ready to fish for carp, bass, pike and
We also toasted Katherine first thing upon arrival at
more! Lisa Paisley, Judy Verhoeks, Cynthia Center,
the cottage.
and Hannah Wedge were geared up for two days of fly
fishing floats.
The women who did the two day float (Joy and Alys)
had good fishing on their first day, bass, pike, and a
carp-unbuttoned. Ruth and Sheila went to find
some special places on the island that we had been
told about by our guides. We located an archeological site that has been protected: Beaver Island Stone
Circle. https://www.beaverisland.net/Projects/
The_Stone_Circle/the_stone_circle.htm
(Thank You Judybird for the Beaver Island map!)
Then off to find those elusive sites that Katherine
Hammons had talked about…..The Big Tree, The Big
Rock, Shoe and Bra Trees. YEP, they were all there
and more! Second day, when we all went out fishing,
was questionable from the start. We were out for a
couple of hours and the guides called it off due to
We toasted Katherine at the Fisherman’s Cottage first bad weather, winds, swells increasing. It was an exciting boat ride back to the island. Joy and Alys did
thing.
catch a few bass this day. Ruth and Sheila did not
even SEE a fish! It was a bitter fishing day.
This group killed it in the fishing arena. Double, doubles for Hannah and Lisa for carp and bass! Judy
Each person provided a meal for the group and everyand Cynthia had fish on as well, but no carp to be
thing was Delicious! Joy provided Chicken patties
brought to the boat.
and Asparagus. Ruth provided chicken tacos! Sheila
provided UP Pasties with Gravy. Kevin and Steve
Each person provided ingredients to create a meal for stopped in after dinner and we had a great evening
chatting. It was very chilly and they were happy that
all of us. Lisa brought some amazing steaks. Judy
made an awesome chicken and pasta dish. Hannah’s we had our little fireplace to warm up next to! Alys
casserole went home with her, as everyone wanted to provided personalized omelets to order for our last
meal of the trip!
hit the Shamrock for drinks and dinner. Kevin and
Steve joined us after our meal. Judy was invited to
go dancing at the Beachcomber next door, but it had
been a long two days and beds were calling….leaving This group also had a few hours before the ferry was
leaving so we went to The Toy Museum located within
early on the ferry back to the mainland! Cynthia
walking distance from our cottage. WOW, just WOW!
made a wonderful breakfast casserole Saturday
On our walk to the ferry, we stopped at The Trinket
morning. We got everyone loaded up and down to
Tree to place a memory from Flygirls, and one of our
the ferry with plenty of time to spare.
Flygirl sisters, Katherine Hammons.
Sheila met
three Flygirls
who arrived at
Please go to Flygirls of Michigan, Inc. Facebook page
Beaver Island
for photos of fish, past trip information in Newsletter
on a windy day
2018. https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
May 25th ready
id=166505544798&ref=br_rs
Bookings for guided
for their turn
fishing on Beaver Island can be arranged through
to fish! Joy
Indigo Guide Service. Kevin Morlock Lind, Alys
Constantino,
Indigoguidekevin@gmail.com or Steve Martinez Ruth Coates,
Indigoguidesteve@gmail.com
and Sheila
3 Flygirls
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Boardman Outing Recap by Jenn Nelson
This past May the Flygirls hosted their inaugural
Boardman River Outing at Ranch Rudolf, on the
banks of the Boardman River. Twelve Flygirls came
out to the ranch to check out the river. For some,
they were starting off a week of fishing by attending
this, WaWa Sum, and then off to the White River for
some camping and fishing.
The Ranch, located just south of Traverse City, made
for a great location. It had clean, comfy motel rooms,
and an adjoining restaurant, which served up some
delicious breakfasts and dinners. We had lunch on
the patio, which overlooked their ponds and a stretch
of the river. We also had a fire pit for our use, so we
had a bonfire after fishing on Saturday. The ranch is
also located far enough from any major road that it is
completely silent at night.

From left to right: Tony Ashgari, Susan Sears, Kelly
Smith, Kirsten Fisk, Katie Hynan, Belinda Friis, Laura
Alvarez and Hannah Wedge.

Site of the former dam.

After we got acquainted with the river, some of us
geared up to go fishing. Now, think back to the spring
of 2019 and try to remember all of the rain we had,
after all of the snow we received that winter. Record
precipitation in the Great Lakes region led to record
high water levels, and the little ol’ Boardman wasn’t
spared from all of this runoff. The river was running
high and was extremely difficult to wade, which was
especially frustrating because we were seeing hatches
– caddis and sulfurs… and one extremely premature
hex. We could see fish rising to the bugs. Those that
could brave the current did catch fish.

To get everyone acquainted with the river, we spent
Saturday morning checking out a few access points
both on the ranch property and downstream. This
was an early season event, so hatches weren’t occurring until later in the day after the water temps rose,
so there was no need to rush to the river. We also
visited the site of a former dam which was removed
less than 10 years ago to see the restoration efforts. I
was lucky enough to attend a presentation about this
dam removal at a MDEQ (now Michigan Department
Leeandra Dunn, Lou Rogala and Lindy
of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy or EGLE )
Ihrman reading the trail map.
conference in which the presenter described all of the
steps, research, and data required and collected to
successfully restore the river. I’m a nerdy engineer
We will return to Ranch Rudolph May 29-31 so mark
who loves nature and our rivers, so I found it fasciyour calendars! Reservation information will be in the
nating! During our visit, I tried to pass on as many
next newsletter.
fascinating details as I could to the group of Flygirls.
The work done is truly fascinating and encouraging.
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Wa Wa Sum Outing Recap by Colleen Jenkins
Another year in the books, more to come in 2020.
This year we had three new members join us at the
lodge.

Touring the Grayling Fish Hatchery.

Toasting Katherine Hammons.

Monday morning, Jerry Regan joined us for a history
lesson on Michigan flies; Jerry is a traditional fly tier
and a true book of “All Things Au Sable River”; Jerry
regaled us with great stories from the past.
Tuesday afternoon, Josh Greenberg, owner of Gates
Lodge & board member of Anglers of the Au Sable,
took us to the Grayling Fish Hatchery to meet Austin
Wenke, the new manager of the hatchery. Austin is
working on educating the public about native species
around the area.

Hatches were off by a few weeks, the water levels
were high and water temperature was cooler than
normal spring temperatures. All of that together
made for
tough fishing.
We had a
great time
tying flies,
telling stories,
and over indulging in all
things good.
Join us next
year—you
won’t be
disappointed!
Relaxing on the porch.

What Flygirls Means, from Dorothy Schram (Co-founder of Flygirls):
I have been a Flygirl for over 23 years. What I find amazing occurred on our first outing, and continues to
occur even to this day. Women come to our events who have traveled to a place they have never been before, met people they never met before and do something they never did before. This is brave and amazing...

ATTENTION ALL FLYGIRLS!
Do you remember when you joined Flygirls of MI? What has been your favorite experiences? And, what opportunities have opened up for you, as a member of this organization? Maybe, it was meeting new friends.
Or, being introduced to a new place to fish. Or, simply, a new knot.
Send me a paragraph or send me story! Tell me how Flygirls has made an impact on your life.
mrogala07@gmail.com
5 Flygirls
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White River Camping / Fishing Recap by Karen Kleinheksel
.
In June, Flygirls changed up the location for the
camping trip from Traverse City to White Cloud in
Newaygo County on the White River. About 15 campers enjoyed great weather, good fishing, campfires,
great food, and LOTS of fun at White Cloud County
Park. We occupied the group camping site, with plenty of room and level spots for all. The flush toilets
and showers added a touch of luxury.

The campers

Charles Chandler, Mayor of White Cloud, helped me
put together a list of fishing spots and kayak put
ins/take outs, so we were well equipped for a good
day of fishing Saturday. There were also fishing/
hiking opportunities right on the river at the
campground.
Roasting marshmallows over the campfire.
The camping trip is traditionally a lower key, lower
cost outing, and this year there was something new:
several male partners joined us for the first time – it
won’t be the last! Friday night Kim Sears spoiled us
with a Shrimp Boil—yum!

Rolling down the river

June 5-7, 2020 will be at the same location – mark
your calendars! Reservations information will be in a
future newsletter.

Shrimp boil in the works
6 Flygirls
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Wakeley Lake Outing Recap by Lisa Paisley
The event was attended by both new and familiar
members. Joy Lind, Lou Rogala, Tracey Partridge and
I stayed at the lodge above the Old Au Sable fly shop.
Joyce Haxton made a fantastic dinner Friday night,
featuring everything from kebabs to quinoa salad to
sherbet.

beautiful sunny day. I think Rebecca fished every
inch of the perimeter of Wakeley. Others had a more
relaxing float.
On Saturday, we enjoyed dinner and drinks at Ray's
restaurant, adjacent to the Old Au Sable Fly Shop.
We fished the Au Sable again on Saturday night. We
even saw someone fishing the Au Sable with a baby
in a back pack!

Our competition

Gearing up
Many local to Grayling joined us for much of the
weekend: Joyce and Al Haxton, Rebecca Sunshine
Sprecher and Gayle Yerge-Cole joined us Friday night
fishing. Gene and John Williams also joined in on
Saturday at Wakeley Lake. Joyce and Al spend most
of the summer in Montana. Gene and John were preparing for their Alaska trip – it was great that they
could join us during such a busy time!

Wakeley Lake Bass

Wakeley Lake Bluegill

On

Before we spread out across the lake

The lodge atop OAFS makes a great place for all to
meet, relax, and fish a bit. There weren’t huge bugs,
but we did hook some nice size browns.

Scouting trip to KP Lake

Sunday I did a scouting trip to KP Lake

We all met up at Wakeley Lake on Saturday morning
and readied our float tubes and kayaks. We had a
7 Flygirls
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Join in the Winter Retreat February 14-16th
The Flygirls 2020 Winter Retreat is returning to The Barothy Lodge at 7478 E Barothy Rd. Walhalla, Michigan 49458. Our returning fly tying instructor is Jacob McMillon. Jacob is a fantastic fly tier and fisherman.
He also works at Baldwin Bait & Tackle. After brunch on Saturday, he will start us off on how to tie the Hex
flies.
Please bring your fly tying vice, your tools, portable light system and extension cord. If you don’t have fly tying equipment
don’t panic —Flygirls has extra fly tying kits for loan. Just let
me know ahead of time. Sheila Bergdoll will provide materials
to
create the ‘Iron Fly.’ And we have two more fly craft projects in
the works.
I will provide Friday evening dinner. The rest of our meals are
divided up by the three groups you form together. Each group
forms and plans their menu and brings the supplies to make
either Saturday brunch, Saturday dinner or Sunday morning
breakfast. We have a fantastic stocked kitchen for all your
cooking needs. This spreads the work load. Bring your own
adult beverage if you so desire. If you have a favorite hors
d’oeuvre you would like to bring feel free to do so.
The Main Cabin offers sleeping for the 14 of us on the second or
third floor. There is a pool table in the great room as well as a hot
tub outside and a hot tub inside. There are two bathrooms on the
main level and a third bathroom on the second floor. There is a
full kitchen for us to cook our meals. And there are beautiful views
of the Pere Marquette River!
The paths offer winter hiking, snowshoeing or cross-country skiing. You can even book your own float trip with local guides and
try winter fly fishing. Bring your boots, snowshoes and/or cross
country skis to explore the grounds. Also, bring your fly rods and
winter gear for fly fishing if you want to give that try.

Check-in is 4:00 pm on Friday. Check out is 1:00 pm on
Sunday. As you arrive all guests must register at the
office. You will be asked your license plate number.
Pets are not allowed. Bedding is provided.
Barothy promotes a ”back to nature” atmosphere, so
there is no television or telephone. There is WIFI in the
lodge but due to the remoteness, it can be spotty from
time to time.
To secure your spot send your deposit of $150.00 or full
amount of $210.00. Deposits are non-refundable unless
your spot can be filled should you have to cancel. Make your check payable to: Flygirls of Michigan.
Joy Lind, 8659 Johnson Rd., Kaleva MI 49645
cell 231-970-9270; joy@spectero.net
This event often fills up quickly; your spot is reserved once your deposit is received.
Looking forward to seeing everyone!
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Join in the Beginning Fly Tying Weekend February 14-16th
Do you know the difference between a bodkin and bobbin? How about a dubbing loop and a dubbing brush?
Have you ever wanted to tie your own flies?
The Flygirls are offering a beginning fly tying course February 14 – 16, 2020, at Barothy Lodge, the same
weekend as the Winter Retreat.
The school will be an intensive weekend long class, covering tools, materials, and
basic techniques used to tie a wide variety of flies, similar to classes offered by fly
shops, but condensed to one weekend. You will leave with the skills needed to start
tying your own flies.
For a break and a chance to spend some time with the other Flygirls, we’ll have
meals and relax in the evenings with the Winter Retreat participants.
No equipment is required for the class. Flygirls will
provide all tools and materials needed for the class.
But, if you do have your own tools, bring them
along and we’ll teach you what they are.
The cost for the weekend is $210, which includes 2 nights lodging, meals,
instruction, and materials used in class. Please contact Jenn Nelson at
matukajenn@yahoo.com for additional details or to register. A nonrefundable deposit of $150 is required by January 10, 2020 to reserve your
spot.

Join in the Spring Steelhead Outing April 17-19th
Flygirls is hosting a trip with Feenstra Guide Service and
staying at La Belle de Riviere Bed and Breakfast (aka
Newago Bed & Breakfast) in Newaygo, MI.
We will arrive Friday the afternoon of April 17th and leave
Sunday, April 19th. The cost for two nights lodging,
Friday dinner, breakfast Saturday and Sunday and a full
day float with Feenstra Guide Service is $415. The float
trip is for two people so the pricing is for half of the cost
of the float. Tipping your guide will be on your own. The
guides will provide lunch on Saturday and Saturday
evening we can head into Newaygo for dinner— maybe at
the local brewpub!
We currently have four boats reserved so eight fishing spots confirmed.
La Belle de Riviere can accommodate eight of us. If you are interested,
send an email (not a message) to Susan Sears at sstefano.54@gmail.com.
Your initial deposit will be due October 31st. Deposits should be made
payable to Flygirls and the amount is $215. Checks can be sent to Susan
Sears, 3228 Sunnyhill St. NE, Rockford, MI 49341. If you have a float
partner please let me know. Final payment of $200 is due March 15 th.
This should be a fun event with the chance to catch big fish.

Fall Fundraiser Donors are recognized in our January Newsletter.
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Please Give a Hearty Welcome to All our New Members!

Sandra Buhrt
Sylvia Duncan
Tania Evans
Jodene Fine

Linda Harlow
Emily Myers
DaNene Neff

Fly Fishing Clubs in Your Area
Flygirls! There are many regional fly fishing clubs that meet monthly or bimonthly that you might want to
check out. Many offer fly tying classes or even casting classes. Here are a few that you might want to consider. This is by NO MEANS a comprehensive list and we hope to grow it with subsequent newsletters (so send
us your submissions if a club you frequent is not listed!).
Michigan Fly Fishing Club: https://mffc.org/news/. Offers speaker/presentations as well as activity nights.
Meets in Livonia.
Red Cedar Fly Fishers: http://redcedarflyfishers.org. Monthly meetings on the campus of Michigan State
University.
West Michigan Hacklers: https://www.facebook.com/westmichiganhacklers/. Primarily a fly tying club,
meets bimonthly at Crystal Valley Township Hall (Pentwater area).
St. Joseph River Valley Fly Fishers: http://sjrvff.com/. The club meets in South Bend, IN and has great
speakers at its monthly meetings. They also offer a 6-week fly tying class every winter.
Michigan Trout Unlimited: http://www.michigantu.org/index.php/michigan-chapters/michigan-chaptersentire-state. There are too many numerous chapters to list, so have a look at the link and find one in your
area!

Membership Info!

Flygirls Policy on Event Deposits:

When Flygirls runs an event it often has to commit
to lodging and/or guides well in advance of the
event and make down payments toward the final
cost. We then ask for deposits when you sign up
for an event. In the event you decide to cancel
Sign on to the Flygirls website and provide your peryour attendance at an event, your deposit will only
sonal contact information there. There is no cost to join be returned to you if you or Flygirls is able to seFlygirls after you have paid to be a member of FFI.
cure another participant for the event.
To become a Flygirl you must first be a member of Fly
Fishers International. To join FFI, go to the website flyfishersinternational.org and click on the link at the top
of their page to JOIN. You will be issued a card in the
US Mail with your FFI# that is needed to join Flygirls.
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BY PROVIDING A DEPOSIT YOU ARE COMMITTING TO AN EVENT. IF YOU CANCEL, YOUR DEPOSIT MAY BE FORFEITED
IF YOU OR FLYGIRLS CANNOT FIND ANOTHER PARTICIPANT FOR THE EVENT.

