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Flygirls of Michigan, Inc. is dedicated 
to providing women with education-
al, recreational, and stewardship op-
portunities in the sport of fly fishing. 
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Flygirls is a 100%  Fly 
Fishers International club 

Summer is ‘officially’ drawing near and this year I feel like 

Michiganders have really earned it. Late spring, summer 

and fall are the three best reasons to live here. That polar 
vortex is now just a distant memory as I study my calen-

dar and plot my fishing getaways.  

 

With our cool spring, hatches have been slow. Insect 

hatches eventually have to happen and fish are anxiously 

awaiting. Flygirls Event Calendar (http://flygirls.ws/
events/) has many opportunities in June, so make this the 

year to attend a fishing outing. You will meet new fish and 

a few new friends as well. 

 

Every year I like to make a promise to do something new, whether it is to fish for a new 
species, try a new technique, or fish a new river… This year I will be primarily fishing 

close to home, so I am planning to take my grandnephew fishing. I plan to start with an 

old kitchen hand strainer to catch and release pond bugs before graduating to a fly rod to 

catch a bluegill or two.  

 

If you have a friend or relative that wants to learn to fly fish this summer, there are a 
couple of opportunities coming up. The Great Lakes Council of the FFI will be offering a 

fly fishing school June 14-15 at D-Loop Outfitters in Wellston, MI. Details are on our 

Events Calendar (http://flygirls.ws/events/). There will be a women’s one-day fly fishing 

school that I will be teaching on Saturday, July 20th in Elkhart, Indiana in conjunction 

with the St. Joseph River Valley Fly Fishers (http://sjrvff.com/blog-2/). Both schools 
have limited enrollment, so early registration is encouraged. 

 

On Sunday, August 25th I need several volunteers to help women on the river in the cul-

mination of Casting for Recovery. This is a fly fishing school for women that are breast 

cancer survivors. It is held at Barothys’ Lodge in Walhalla, Michigan. Your commitment 

on Sunday would be from roughly 8 AM-3 PM. Your responsibility will be to help some-

one on the river as a ‘guide/helper’ as they try out their newfound fishing skills for the 
first time. This is a very rewarding experience! Please email me if you would like to help.  

 

If you would like to become more involved in Flygirls, we would love to hear from you. 

The saying “Many hands make light work” could not be truer. Your board members work 

diligently to put together events; even if you can just help at a single event, we want you. 

Contact myself or any board member to find out 

more. 

 
Enjoy your summer, make a fishing promise to 

yourself, and I hope to see you on the river! 
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BY PROVIDING A DEPOSIT YOU ARE COMMITTING TO AN EVENT.  IF YOU CANCEL, YOUR DEPOSIT MAY BE 
FORFEITED IF YOU OR FLYGIRLS CANNOT FIND ANOTHER PARTICIPANT FOR THE EVENT.   

Event Location Cost Date  Contact 

Southeast Tie-a-thon Schultz Outfitters 

Ypsilanti, MI 

$10 lunch and 
supplies 

February 9th Mary Lou Rogala 
mrogala07@gmail.com 

Winter Retreat Barothy Lodge Walhal-
la, MI 

$210 lodging and 
meals 

February 15-17 

th 

Joy Lind 
Joy@spectero.net 

Midwest Fly Fishing 
Expo 

Warren, MI Volunteers Need-
ed 

March 9-10th  Lisa Paisley  
Lmpaisley@yahoo.com  

Spring Steelhead w/ 
Feenstra Guide Ser-

vice 

Newaygo, MI  $380 for 2 nights 
& guided fishing  

April  12-14th Belinda Friis 
bafriis@comcast.net  

Introduction to Fly 
Fishing 

Southeast Michigan 

West Bloomfield $25 April 14th Nancy Lounds  
yoopnnancy@aol.com 

Fullers Hendrickson 
Trout Outing 

Fullers NBOC 
Lovells, MI  

 
$195 

 
May 17-19th  

Joy Lind Joy@spectero.net 

Beaver Island Outing Beaver Island 
 

See article in the 
Fall/Winter news-
letter for details 

May 22nd-25th  
& 

May 25-28 th 

Katherine Hammons 
khammons@umich.edu 

 

Boardman River Out-
ing 

Ranch Rudolph 
Traverse City, MI 

$230 May 31-June 2 Jenn Nelson 
matukajenn@yahoo.com 

 
 

Au Sable River Trout 
Outing  

Wa Wa Sum $50 deposit-$160 
total  

June 2-5th  Colleen Jenkins 
crowjenkins@comcast.net  

Fishing on the Mus-
kegon and Camping 

White Cloud County 
Park  

$30 for campsite 
& dinner Saturday 
plus park sticker 
    

June  7-9th  Karen Kleinheksel 

K2edits@gmail.com 

GLC Flyfishing School 
and Fair 

Wellston, MI D-Loop Outfitters June 14-15 th GLC  
www.fffglc.org  

 
Wakeley Lake  Fishing  

Old Au Sable Fly Shop 
Grayling 

$75 if staying at 
OAFS, $10 for 

lunch only 

June 21-23th  Lisa Paisley 
Lmpaisley@yahoo.com  

Au Sable River Clean-
up 

Gates Au Sable Lodge Volunteers Need-
ed 

Sept. 7 th   Mary Fox 
maryfox1@mac.com   

Annual Meeting & Fish-
ing  

Gates  Au Sable Lodge Lodging and Din-
ner $195 

Dinner only $35 
BD 

Sept 13-15 th Michelle Yelovina 
kcyel@msn.com 
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Midwest Fly Fishing Show Recap by Lisa Paisley 

It was wonderful to see so many Flygirls at 

the annual Midwest Fly Fishing Expo. The 

Michigan Fly Fishing Club made a special 

effort to bring in women fly tiers, presenters, 

and even held a women's fly fishing net-

working meeting on Sunday morning before 
the Expo opened. Our local news channel, 

Channel 4, came out and did a news piece 

on women fly fishers. 

This year the Expo had the most ever at-

tendees – approximately 3800 over the two 

days. Jen Ripple of Dun Magazine and Alice 

Owsley, a Yellowstone guide, were headlin-
ers. Other headliners included: Pat Dorsey, 

Tim Cammisa, and Taylor Edrington. 

It’s important that we participate in the Ex-
po as it is “THE” event for fly fishing and is 

an opportunity for so many to learn about 

Flygirls - the fun we have and the good work 

we do. Each year several new members join 
at the Expo. Raffle ticket sales were brisk at 

$5 for the opportunity to win an Orvis Helios 

2 package. 

Please offer a special thank you to Justine 
Jahr for her very generous donation of the 

Orvis Helios Rod/Sage Reel/Rio Line raffle 

package. This was an awesome donation – 

and Justine attended and picked the win-
ning ticket. The raffle was very popular – it 

raised more money than last year, thanks to 

Alys Constantino and Kelsey Travis leading 

the raffle sales.  Thank you to all our booth 

volunteers, including Mary Lou Rogala, Jen 
Klabunde, April Tang, and Gayle Yerge-Cole. I had a 

lot of fun and hope you did too. 

A heartfelt thank you to 
Mary Fox. She did amaz-

ing work in setting up the 

booth on Friday, signing 

up for multiple shifts, as 

well as having some won-
derful new merchandise 

for sale. Mary came up 

with the idea for the selfie 

station which drew so 

many people into the 
booth. That’s really what 

is important – meeting 

new people and introduc-

ing them to the fun we 

have and all the good that 

we do. 

Many of our volunteers are also members of the 

Michigan Fly Fishing Club and did double duty vol-
unteering both for Flygirls and for MFFC. At a recent  

MFFC meeting, I learned that the MFFC has secured 
the same Macomb Community College venue for the 

next 3 years.  

The Expo is always a great opportunity to attend a 
seminar, try out a rod on the 100 foot indoor casting 

pond, buy some new equipment, or try on new gear. 

Every year I plan out several purchases to support 
our sponsors. I encourage you to do the same.  Next 

year's Expo will be on Saturday March 14 and Sun-

day March 15, 2020. So far, the following headliners 

have been announced: Ed Engle, Jason Randall and 

Devin Olson.  PS – I have the signupgenius.com site 
set up for next year. Look for the info in an upcom-

ing newsletter.  Lisa with Ann's catch in 
the selfie area 

The 2019 schedule.  2020 will be just as packed! 

http://signupgenius.com/
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On the weekend of April 12, 2019, eight intrepid 

Flygirls gathered to hunt for the sometimes elusive 

steelhead on the Muskegon River with guides from 
Feenstra Guide Services.  The group is pictured at 

the beginning of the day of fishing. 

We arrived at the ever welcoming Treehouse Bed and 

Breakfast outside Newaygo at varying times on Fri-

day evening.  We had pizza and beverages and set-

tled in and got to know each other.  Feenstra’s 

Guides picked us up at 7 a.m. and off we went for a 

day of fishing—we were lucky there was some catch-
ing, too!  From the reports, everyone had a chance at 

fish but as we all know, a chance with a steelhead, is 

just that.  They can be hard to bring to the boat.   

At lunch some boats reported an active morning and 

others (mine) much less so.  We were treated to a hot 

riverside lunch which many us washed down with 
cold beer.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

For Katie and Tony, it was their first steelhead.   
Some of us had been lucky enough to catch steelhead be-
fore but that does not lessen the joy they bring each time 

you get lucky enough to hold one.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

From left to right:  Tony Ashgari, Susan Sears, Kelly 
Smith, Kirsten Fisk, Katie Hynan, Belinda Friis, Laura 
Alvarez and Hannah Wedge.    

Look at the colors on Katie’s fish.  

Tony with one of his two beauties of the day!  

Susan’s smile says it all.  
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Spring Steelhead Recap continued 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

After a full day of fishing, there were hot showers all 

around, some beverages consumed and the group 
headed out to dinner.  We were all tired in the best of 

ways when we got back to the inn and soon hit the 

sack.  Each of us departed at differing times—some 

at what seems like the wee hours of the morning.  

Those that remained at 8 a.m. had a hearty break-

fast and went on their way.   
And so ended another successful spring steelhead 

trip!  

Hannah with a beauty. 

Kelly with a fine afternoon catch. 

After a day “practicing” casting, Belinda 

got lucky and landed this one.  

 

 

 

          ATTENTION ALL FLYGIRLS! 
 

 

 

Do you remember when you joined Flygirls of MI? What has been your favorite experiences? And, what 

opportunities have opened up for you, as a member of this organization? Maybe, it was meeting new 

friends. Or, being introduced to a new place to fish. Or, simply, a new knot.   

Send me a paragraph or send me story! Tell me how Flygirls has made an impact on your life. 

mrogala07@gmail.com 
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Flygirls Beginning Fly Fishing School by Jenn Nelson 

Once again this year, the Flygirls held a one-day be-

ginning fly fishing school in April in West Bloomfield.  

We recruited 12 students by advertising at the Mid-
west Fly Fishing Expo, from an ad and article in 

Michigan Trout Unlimited’s magazine, and thru word 

of mouth.  In the past, we’ve held a weekend-long, 

extremely comprehensiveschool, but we’ve had poor 

registration in the last years.  As a result, we tried a 

new approach of reworking the curriculum to a one-
day format, by reducing th details, and teaching the 

bare minimums so that students leave with a good 

foundation to grow on.  This meant, less knots, but 

covering the two we use most to add tippet and tie 

on flies; less entomology, focusing more on the major 
flies, but less on life cycle; less casting practice, but 

more focus on fundamentals of line speed and tech-

nique, and discussing essential gear to work on pro-

curing. However, avoiding the oh-so confusing expla-

nation of line weigh/leader/tippet/rod setup…waaay 

too many numbers. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

As you’re reading this, it’s likely sunny and near 80 

degrees.  As we approached our class day, the 

weather took a rough turn, with dropping tempera-

tures and 6” of snow over a majority of the state.  We 
lucked out and had mid 30 degree temperatures, 

wind and rain, which was coming at us sideways al-

most all day.  Conditions were like spring steelhead 

conditions.  As a result of this, plus one case of the 

flu, we only had 8 hardy, brave ladies attend. 
 

Everyone was eager to learn, and many had brand 

new gear they were looking to learn about.  Sme were 

local, and while others traveled from as far as Indi-

ana.  We were inside most of the day, with each 

group heading outside for about an hour for casting 

lessons; our syllabus was only as guideline as we 
tried to get outside between more intense rain cells. 

 

Flygirls was represented by some amazing members 

who helped with teaching – I’m extremely grateful for 

their help.  In addition to Flygirls, many were in-
volved with other fly fishing organizations, and dis-

cussed the philosophy and activities of those clubs 

during our conservation discussion. 

 

We will likely hold another one-day class in 2020, in 

the southeast and southwest areas of the state, so 

watch the calendar for dates.  If you’d like to have us 

come north, please contact Nancy Lounds, the 

Flygirls Education Chair, at yoopnnancy@aol.com. 

Cindy Center instructing knot tying as Mary 

Fox looks on. 

Jenn demonstrating the essential 

None but the brave casting in the cold and rain 
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Fullers Hendrickson Outing Recap by Joy Lind 

This year seventeen ladies gathered in Lovells, Michigan.  
Some arrived early Friday taking advantage of the nice 
weather to catch native brookies on the North Branch of 
the Au Sable River right out in front of the Club. This event 
is more laid back with time to catch up with friends we 
haven’t seen in a while and meeting some new members. 
 After finding their rooms and unpacking gear, the ingredi-
ents for the Bloody Marry bar began to form                                                                                        
on the front porch. This year the group did a Celebration of 
Life toast to Katherine Hammons who passed  on May 5 
after a long struggle with cancer.  

Before dinner, two of the men staying at Fullers from Trout 
Unlimited shared their casting talent with those who want-
ed a refresher after the long winter. 
Mary Lou Rogala and Joy Lind put on dinner for Friday 
night.  Everyone created their own pork slider with their 
choice of sauce, then added coleslaw, tossed salad, and 
chips as they walked around the counter in the kitchen. 
Mary Lou made a homemade Chocolate Mousse with a ba-
ked blood orange slice on top and a dollop of a cream 
cheese mixture. To die for. I should have taken a picture! 
LOL! 
A big thank you to Janet Mason for always helping me 
with the fly tying at this event. One of her great talents is 
being able to teach tying in a group setting. The large table 
in the great room was full of ladies learning how to tie a 
CDC Emerger. Whether you are a beginner or not makes 

no difference to Janet. She can help you complete your fly 
systematically. 
As the sun went down, some gals settled in their rooms 
after a long drive from the southern part of the state. You 
can always hear the sound of the river just a stone throw 
away.   Others settled in the cozy great room to chat. 
On Saturday morning, the smell of fresh coffee and the 
morning breakfast cooking filled the dining area. Coffee 
first! Judy made a delicious breakfast casserole to start off 

our day of fishing. Then 
we discussed pairings and 
where we are going to fish. 
Five gals had scheduled 
float trips. The others 
formed small fishing 
groups and set out in the 
rain to prove fish don’t 
care if it is raining be-
cause they are wet al-
ready! Others stayed back 
and tied flies. The weather 

did clear up a bit. In May we can get just about anything 
up there.  
Saturday’s dinner, provided by Judy, consisted of a tossed 
salad, baked chicken topped with spinach and cheese with 
a side of green beans and a chocolate brownie for dessert. 
Then following dinner our guest speaker Roger Wisniewski, 
who is from the area, spoke about his experience as a river 
guide using the famous wooden Au Sable River boats in 
the late 1950’s to today. Now in his 80’s, he shared many 
fascinating and entertaining stories with us. He told us 

about the famous people who came north to experience fly 
fishing the Au Sable River. It brought him great joy to 
come and speak to us. He has wished for a long time that 
more women would take up the love of fly fishing. Roger 

felt right at home sitting and 
sharing his experiences from the 

past and what fly fishing is like 
now. Everyone enjoyed listening 
to his many interesting stories.  
Thanks to Karen Williams and 
Janet Mason for using their photo 
and editing talent — we have this 
nice keepsake of a wonderful 
group picture.  
On Sunday morning as we en-
joyed our breakfast, there were 
sounds of happy conversations 
filling the dining area. 

Thank you to Brenda Polen, Kim Deitz, Karen Williams, 
Lisa Paisley, Mary Lou Rogala, Paula Bryan, Lynne Haw-
kins, Chris Reese, Kathy Sheathelm, Susan Sears, Mindy 
Vesoulis, Janet Mason, Kathy Smart, Karen Kleinheksel, 
Alys Costantino and Kathy Hull for coming.    

We have booked the North branch outing Club for May 15th

-17th 2020. Hope you join us. 

Back Row: Joy Lind, Janet Mason, Paula Bryan, Kathy 

Hull, Karen Kleinheksel, Kathy Smart, Lynne Hawkins, 

Mindy Vesoulis, Mary Lou Rogala, Brenda Polen. Front 

Row: Alys Constantino, Kathy Sheathhelm, Susan Sears, 

Karen Williams, Chris Reese, Lisa Paisley and Kim Deitz 

Roger telling his tales 

Our toast to Katherine 

Mindy and her small mouth. 
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Join in the Annual Fall Meeting and Fishing September  13-15th 

This year’s Annual Fundraiser and Fall Meeting will be held at 
Gates Au Sable Lodge on September 13-15. The event will in-

clude Meet and Greet with appetizers on Friday night as people 

arrive followed by a presentation by Trout Bum Kimberlie 

Yuhas of Gates Fly Shop.  Lodging/Food will be two nights dou-

ble occupancy to include breakfast Saturday and Sunday and 

Saturday night dinner catered by the Lodge. The cost per per-
son will be $195 per person for food and lodging. If you live in 

or are staying elsewhere in the Grayling MI area and would just 

like to join us for dinner Friday and Saturday along with the 

Saturday night raffle, the cost is $35. 

If you would like lodging and dinner a deposit will be required no later than August 01, 2019 in the amount 

of $125 and Final Payment $70.00 by September 01, 2019. If just dinner, full payment will be required by 

September 01, 2019. All options are set forth on the reservation sheet which MUST be completed. Please 
understand as you make this reservation you are making a commitment. NO refunds will be given 

unless a replacement can be found. As the chair I will do my best to work with you to find a replacement 

if needed but I will make no guarantees.  In addition, this is our annual Fundraiser. This is when we raffle 

off great prizes. Our Fundraising chair is already working on some awesome gifts. We ask that our partici-

pants bring a $15 dollar gift to put on the general table. It does not 
have to be fishing related. We have seen bottles of wine, fifths of 

whiskey, bourbons and scotch and beautiful hand crafted gifts. 

The registration form must be completed in order to register for 

this event. If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Ye-

lovina at kcyel@msn.com  

Bonus Flygirls! Josh has offered us a discount on items purchased 
in the fly shop during the fall meeting and outing weekend (some 

items are excluded such as bamboo rods, consignment items, and 

whatever else Josh says no to). YAY! Thank you Josh! 

There are lots of places to buddy up and fish for the day. If you 

would like to reserve a guide for that weekend please contact: Josh 
@ (989) 348-8462 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Flygirls Annual Fundraiser, Fall Meeting Registration Form 

Please check one:  

 
___ Lodging & Dinner ($195) Deposit of $125 due by August 1, 2019  

___ Dinner ($35) Pay in full at Registration  

 

Name: ______________________________ Preferred roommate: _____________________________ 

 
 

Email address (this will be the primary contact method) _______________________________________  

 

Cell Phone (only used in emergency and not shared) __________________________________ 

 

Emergency contact (name/phone)  on your behalf_________________________________________ 
  

Checks are payable to FLYGIRLS OF MICHIGAN, INC. 

 

I understand that the refund is only given if a replacement can be found.  

 
Signature ________________________________________________________________________  

 

Send a check & completed form to: Michelle Yelovina, P.O. Box 61 Harrison, MI. 48625  
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Please Give a Hearty Welcome to All our New Members!  

   

 

 

   
 

Corie Berrigan 

Alys Costantino 
Catherine Fought 

Katie Hynan 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Leah Jones 

Katie Kloosterman 
Caitlin Korchnak 

Teresa Santos 
 

 

 

     

 

Flygirls! There are many regional fly fishing clubs that meet monthly or bimonthly that you might want to 

check out. Many offer fly tying classes or even casting classes. Here are a few that you might want to con-

sider. This is by NO MEANS a comprehensive list and we hope to grow it with subsequent newsletters (so 
send us your submissions if a club you frequent is not listed!). 

 

Michigan Fly Fishing Club: https://mffc.org/news/. Offers speaker/presentations as well as activity nights. 

Meets in Livonia. 

 
Red Cedar Fly Fishers: http://redcedarflyfishers.org. Monthly meetings on the campus of Michigan State 
University. 

 

West Michigan Hacklers: https://www.facebook.com/westmichiganhacklers/. Primarily a fly tying club, 

meets bimonthly at Crystal Valley Township Hall (Pentwater area). 

 
St. Joseph River Valley Fly Fishers: http://sjrvff.com/. The club meets in South Bend, IN and has great 
speakers at its monthly meetings. They also offer a 6-week fly tying class every winter. 

 
Michigan Trout Unlimited: http://www.michigantu.org/index.php/michigan-chapters/michigan-chapters-

entire-state. There are too many numerous chapters to list, so have a look at the link and find one in your 

area! 

Fly Fishing Clubs in Your Area 

Membership Info!  
To become a Flygirl you must first be a member of Fly 

Fishers International. To join FFI, go to the website 

http://fedflyfishers.org/ and click on the link at the 

top of their page to JOIN. You will be issued a card in 

the US Mail with your FFI# that is needed to join 

Flygirls.   Sign on to the Flygirls website and provide 
your personal contact information there. There is no 

cost to join Flygirls after you have paid to be a member 

of FFI. 

Flygirls Policy on Event Deposits:   

When Flygirls runs an event it often has to commit 

to lodging and/or guides well in advance of the 

event and make down payments toward the final 

cost.  We then ask for     deposits when you sign 

up for an event.  In the event you decide to cancel 

your attendance at an event, your deposit will only 

be returned to you if you or Flygirls is able to se-

cure another participant for the event.  

http://fedflyfishers.org/

