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Flygirls is a 100% Interna-

tional Federation of  Fly 

Fishers Organization club.  

May and June are typically dry fly paradise in Michigan 
and this year has been terrific so far. We’ve had good 
hatches and good feeds so all is well for fly fishers so far 
in 2018. We have plenty of great fishing ahead with big 
bugs getting ready to emerge soon as well as small-
mouth to look forward to. Don’t neglect those panfish 
either, especially if you are taking kids fishing! Flygirls 
has a busy summer calendar (http://flygirls.ws/
events/) and I hope you can join us for at least one ac-
tivity this year. Don’t be shy if you are new to the club - 
we have all been in the ‘newbie’ shoes ourselves. Our 
club is run by dedicated board members and we com-
pletely rely on email communications when reserving 
spots for events - if you send us a message and don’t 
hear back in a timely fashion, please try again or send 
me an email and I will try to find the glitch in the ma-
trix. Sometimes emails get sent to spam or who knows 
where… our club truly functions on the ‘cloud’ which 
we know is not always perfect. As of this writing, our 
Flygirls membership stands at 264 members. Most of us 
are from Michigan, but we have members scattered 
through the Midwest and beyond, as well as interna-
tional members. Over the 20+ years of our club’s exist-
ence we have likely had well over 1500 members that 
have purchased memberships in Fly Fishers Interna-
tional (previously known as the Federation of Fly Fish-
ers). The FFI promotes fly fishing in all waters as well as 
supporting conservation practices, providing education-
al resources to clubs, and promoting community strength and connectivity. Your 
membership in Flygirls helps to support our ‘parent’ organization which in turn pro-
motes and acts as an ambassador for our fly fishing community. So thank you to 
each of you for becoming members; please take time to peruse the FFI website 
(https://flyfishersinternational.org) when you have a little free time. Every few years 
Flygirls publishes a directory for our members only. Some of our members do not 
wish for all (or any) of their information to be publicized so our directory is quite dis-
crete… We only email the directory to members; it is organized by geographical zones 
so that you can potentially find other fly fishing friends in your area. Phone numbers 
and email addresses are included - no 
mailing addresses. If you don’t wish to 
be in the directory AT ALL, please send 
me an email and we will make sure 
that your information is not shared 
with other members. I wish you all a 
great fishing season! Try to fish with 
someone new in addition to an old ac-
quaintance. Explore a new river or at-
tempt a new technique: tenkara, 
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Southeast Tie-A-Thon by Katherine Hammons 

 

 

 

It isn't about raising money, it’s about flies and getting 
them into the hands of individuals for the first time who 
could use fly fishing in their world. The premise of the 

Tie-A-Thon is like an old fashion barn raisin' where sev-
eral tiers tie as many flies for fly fishing as they can. On 
Saturday, Feb 10, several SE Michigan Flygirls gathered 
at Schultz Outfitters in Ypsilanti, Michigan for the Tie-a
-Thon. The tiers challenged themselves, trying their 
best to reach their goal of 500 ‘Madam X’ flies, an ambi-
tious goal. All of the flies were donated to benefit Cast-
ing for Recovery of Indiana and the Anglers of the Au 

Sable Youth Program. The event was held Feb 10 at 
Schultz Outfitters Fly Shop, in Ypsilanti, Depot Town 
which donated the use of their facility. Paul Berry, chef, 
donated and served a spectacular lunch for all the tiers. 
Despite the contribution of a Michigan snow storm, 
which impeded many participants ability to come, the 
Flygirls tied and donated 
453 flies to this year's Tie-
A-Thon.  
 
About the Recipients: 
Casting for Recovery, Indi-
ana (CFR): The mission of 
Casting for Recovery (CFR) 
is to enhance the quality 

of life of women with 
breast cancer through a 
unique retreat program 
that combines breast can-
cer education  and peer 
support with the thera-
peutic sport of fly fishing. 
The program offers oppor-
tunities for women to find 
inspiration and discover renewed energy for life and ex-
perience healing connections with other women and 
nature. CFR serves women of all ages, in all stages of 
breast cancer treatment and recovery, at no cost to par-
ticipants. 
The concept of Casting for Recovery is unique. On a 
physical level, the gentle, rhythmic motion of fly casting 
is similar to exercises often prescribed after surgery or 
radiation to promote soft tissue stretching. On an emo-
tional level, women are given the opportunity to experi-
ence a new activity in a safe environment among a sup-
portive group of peers. The retreats provide resources to 
help address quality of life issues after a breast cancer 
diagnosis, and a new outlet – fly fishing – as a reprieve 
from the everyday stresses and challenges of their can-
cer. 
Casting for Recovery provides free fly fishing retreats for 
women with breast cancer. 70% of the women who at-
tend Casting for Recovery retreats have never been to a 
support group. CFR currently offers 55 retreats across 
the country, serving 800 women each year. To date 
8,000+ women have been served. CFR relies on the sup-
port of more than 1,600 volunteers nationwide, includ-

ing medical and psychosocial professionals, fly fishing 
instructors and alumnae.  
Anglers of the Au Sable Youth Program - After the Mar-

athon Clean Up 
The Anglers of the Au Sable (“Anglers”) mission state-
ment is to preserve, protect and enhance the Au Sable 
River System for future generations of fly fishers. The 
mission of their Youth Program is educating young peo-
ple of Crawford County to appreciate and maintain the 
special resource that is the Au Sable River, through a 
river clean up and fly fishing program.  

The day after the annual canoe marathon on the Au 
Sable River, Crawford County staff, local Grayling kids 
and Anglers members will gather with Crawford County 
youth to clean up trash at the McMasters, Wakeley and 
Stephan Bridge landings.  
Before the hard work begins, a discussion with the kids 

is held on the importance of 
the Au Sable River to the 
Grayling community. The 
river’s beauty must be pre-
served. With this knowledge 
imparted upon the kids, all 
the volunteers set about 
picking up trash.  
  

After the clean-up, Angler 
volunteers break the kids up 
into groups and show them 
how to fly fish. There is no 
doubt this program will cul-
tivate some future fly fishers!  
At the conclusion of the day, 
each child is given fly fishing 
equipment and flies for par-

ticipating. Perhaps one of these children will grow up to 
become the next Rube Babbitt, Rusty Gates, Joan 
Wulff, Art Neumann or even Ernest Hemingway to name 
a few famous fly fisher people.  
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 “The Expo” by Lisa Paisley 

It was nice seeing so many 

Flygirls at the Michigan Fly Fish-
ing Club's annual Midwest Fly 
Fishing Expo. It’s a great oppor-

tunity to attend a seminar, try 
out a rod on the indoor casting 
pond, buy some new equipment, 

or try on new gear.  Headline pre-
senters included: Tom Rosenbau-
er, Michael Mauri, Phil Rowley, Blane 

Chocklett and Tom Baltz.  Like 

many of you, I supported our 

sponsors with several purchases 
during the show.  
There were 3200 attendees at this 

year’s Expo and quite a few came 
by our booth.  It’s important that 
we participate in the Expo as it 

is the event for fly fishing and is 
an opportunity for many to learn 

about Flygirls - the fun we have 
and the good work we do.  Each 
year several new members join at 

the Expo.  
Raffle ticket sales were brisk at 
just a dollar for the opportunity 

to win an Orvis rod and reel. In 
addition to the raffle, Mary Fox 
had some exciting new merchan-

dise for sale.  

Many of our volunteers are 

also members of the Michi-
gan Fly Fishing Club and 
did double duty volunteer-

ing both for Flygirls and for 
MFFC.  Thank our volun-
teers: Ashley Abate, Mary 

Fox, Belinda Friis, Kathe-
rine Hammons, Jen Kla-

bunde, Trudi Marsh, Lisa 
Paisley, Tracey Partridge, 
Susan Sears, Kelly Smith, 

Michelle Yelovina and 
Gayle Yerge-Cole for their 
support, and making it a 

great show. 

Next year's Expo will be 

on Saturday March 9 and 

Sunday March 10.  
Mary Fox, Gayle Yerge-Cole and Lisa Paisley at the Flygirls booth, just 

after the bagpiper played to open the show. 
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Spring (or was it Winter) Steelhead on the Muskegon by Belinda Friis 

This spring we 
planned a trip to 
the Muskegon 

River with 
Feenstra Guide 
Service to fish for 
chrome on the 
weekend of April 
13th. Instead of 
Spring weather, 
a hardy group of 
women dealt with 
plummeting tem-
peratures, howl-
ing winds, snow, 
sleet and ice all 

day Saturday.  
Luckily travel on 
Friday for the 8 
of us was good 
and we all ar-
rived at the love-
ly Bed and 
Breakfast recom-
mended by Kevin 
Feenstra that is set on 20 acres just outside the 
charming downtown area of Newaygo.  Some 
women had a chance to hike the acreage before 
dark on Friday.  We all settled into a comforta-
ble home—each of us had our own bedroom!  
There were snacks and a great dinner and plen-
ty of beverages.  
 
Saturday morning we awoke to inclement 
weather but after a hot breakfast we geared up 
and the guides picked up us at the lodging.  You 

can see us in this picture ready to face the ele-
ments.  Only Karen did not fish as she had been 
fighting a nasty cold. Guides were chosen and 
off we went.  Joy and Lisa who are planning a 
trip to Alaska for the summer and by chance got 
a guide who will be at the lodge where they will 
be staying.  I have no doubt they will be the best 
informed travelers at the lodge.  Katherine, who 
wanted a short day, got the guide who hates the 
cold the most.  So off we went into the cold and 
wet and wind.  
 
And my oh my was the fishing fabulous.  Four 
women got their first steelhead on a fly—can 

you believe that!   

 

Katherine got her’s on the fifth cast  and after a 
lengthy struggle brought it to the boat.  Look at 

that happy woman— 

 

Front Row: Chris Reese, Belinda Friis, April Tang, Back Row: Katherine Ham-

mons, Susan Sears, Karen Ostar Kleinheksel, Lisa Paisley and Joy Lind.  
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Beginning Fly Fishing One Day Workshop by Mary Lou Rogala 

Flygirls hosted a Beginning Fly Fishing  one day 
workshop on Saturday 
April 21, 2018 in West 
Bloomfield, MI. This work-
shop covered an introduc-
tion to gear and tackle, 
casting, and knots, and 
more. The workshop in-
cluded some lake fishing 
to give the participants a 
chance to have some prac-
tical experience with 
catching, landing and re-
leasing fish. However, giv-
en the recent cold temps 
the fish were further out 
and deeper than we were 
at so fish were not biting. 
But Mary Fox did retrieve 
a “ragfish” that one wom-

an snagged.  

Jenn Nelson led the group overall. She began the 
workshop with going over gear and tackle. After-
wards, the women were split into two groups. Group 

1 had casting instructions from Jenn Nel-
son, Kris Nelson and Mary Fox while 
group 2 learned to tie knots from Belinda 

Friis. Then the groups switched places. 

Lunch was provided along with talks on 
joining fly fishing clubs and other groups. 
After lunch, Jenn went over trout food and 
flies then it was off to fishing on the pond.  
The workshop was concluded with a wrap 

up session. 

What a great day was had at our Flygirls 

Fly Fishing School! Thank you Mary Fox 

for hosting the workshop at your neigh-

borhood clubhouse and pond. It was a perfect spot 

for the workshop. Thanks Jennifer Nelson, 

Kris Nelson, Mary Fox and Belinda Friis for making 

it a success!  

Jenn Nelson modeling 

fly fishing vest. 

Belinda Friis overseeing a “knotty” problem.  

Working on those casts and hoping for a bite.  

Mary showing off the “rag fish”.  

https://www.facebook.com/kristine.nelson1?fref=gs&dti=166505544798&hc_location=group
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Have you ever wished your hands were not cold 

and wet while fly fishing?   

While I was at the Spring Steelhead Outing this 
last April, we were introduced to these wonderful 
gloves. Greg Slominski , owner of 37 North, down-

town Newaygo shared his experience with us 

about DexShell Gloves. 

 

Katherine Hammons bought the first pair of gloves 

then showed them to us Saturday evening. After 
going through three pairs of wet gloves earlier in 
the day fish, I was intrigued. I put them on and 

held my hands under the kitchen faucet for about 
5 minutes. Dry they still were! SOLD!  The store 

was already closed for the evening. So I checked 
on my cell phone to see what time Sunday they 

opened. 10:00 YEAH! 

 

A bad snow storm that night and morning still did 
not keep us away. We headed there and sure 
enough he had the sidewalk shoveled and the 

open sign on! Five of us Flygirls walked in and we 
were probably going to be his only sales for the 
day due to the inclement weather.” Hi ladies”, 

Greg cheerfully greeted. “Is there something I can 
help you with”?  I replied, “Yes, the water proof 
gloves like these!” There are a few different styles 

so we began trying them on to get just the right fit.  

The picture above are the ones that I bought They 

even have techshield first finger and thumb so I 
can touch screen on my smart phone to take pic-

tures.  The cost is around $40.00 but well worth 

it! 

 

I mentioned to Greg that the Flygirls have a raffle  

in the fall and asked if he would like me to send a 
reminder letter. I hinted that the gloves would be a 
great donation. He said, “Sure, I always like when 

you girls stop by. I would be happy to donate to 

your sweepstakes.”  

Hand Cover Story by Joy Lind 
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Hendrickson Hatch on the Banks of the Au Sable  by Joy Lind 

 Eighteen ladies gathered another year at the histori-
cal Fullers Outing Club. Eight gals booked float trips 
ahead of time. The others formed small fishing 
groups and set out in the rain to prove fish don’t 

care if it is raining because they are wet already.  

 Each evening was full of activities from fly tying, a 
demonstration in decorative rod 
thread wrapping or just enjoying 
the living room and gathering with 
friends old 
and new. 
As a result 
of Kathe-
rine Ham-
mons sug-
gestion, 
many  par-
took in the 
potluck 
Bloody 
Mary Bar 
that turned 
out to be so 
much 

more. This will definitely be on 

next year’s agenda.  

 

A guest staying at the 
lodge showed us a unique 
decorative thread wrap-
ping applied to a fly rod. 
What an art. After a short 
explanation a few gals 

gave it a try. 

 

Afterwards, Janet Mason 
taught a group how to tie 

the Weaved Nymph. 

  

On Saturday, Judy pre-
pared a beautiful table 
setting with white table-
cloths and sparkling 
stemware Judy served us  
honey glazed chicken 
breast accompanied with 
wild rice pilaf, apple sal-
ad,  garden vegetables 
and mint layered choco-

late cake for dessert.  

 

Dave Mc Cool offered 
free casting lessons  out 
in the lawn next to the 
fly shop after breakfast. 
This was well attended 
and the ladies said they 
really learned a lot. 
Next year we will plan 
on Dave offering this on 

Friday evening.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have reserved rooms with Ju-
dy for May 17 & 18th 2019 so put 

the dates in your 2019 calendar. 

 

Katherine Hammons 

giving thread wrap-

ping a try. 

Janet Mason demon-

strating how to tie the 

Weaved Nymph. 

Front Row: Janet Mason, Karen Kleinheksel,  

Amy Mishler, Joy Lind, Lisa Paisley and Sheila 

Bergdoll. Middle Row: Kathy Smart, Renee Iz-

ard, Trudi Marsh, Susan Sears, Mary Fox and 

Brenda Polen. Back Row: Diane Hilfinger,Mary 

Lou Rogala, Deb Freele, Arlene Clark , Kathe-

rine Hammons, and Paula Bryan.  

Bloody Mary bar Flygirl style. 

Welcome card 

for  each Flygirl 

that I made 

with two flies 

that I tied and 

attached. 
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2018 Flygirls Annual Fundraiser, Fall Meeting and Steelhead Fishing   

This year’s Annual Fundraiser and Fishing will be held at D Loop Outfitters in Wellston MI, November 16-
18. We have the entire lodge and D-Loop House. The event will target Steelhead. This is the prime time to 
target the fish migrating into the river as they hold over for their spring spawn. The Steelhead travel up the 
river systems at this time to gorge on the many eggs deposited from the Salmon run that happens earlier in 
the fall. This time of year the Steelhead are very aggressive and can be chased on a swung fly in addition to 
other methods such as Chuck and Duck.  
 
Flygirls have 8 guides reserved for Saturday. The event, if you chose to participate in the entire weekend, 
will include: Fishing - full day’s guided fishing with lunch; Lodging – two nights double occupancy; and 
Dinner – Saturday night catered by D-Loop Outfitters. Friday night’s dinner will be soup provided by 
Flygirls with each of you bringing a snack or dessert to fill out Friday’s menu. The cost per person for 
Lodging, Guide and Dinner will be $375 per person or just Lodging and Dinner $150. If you live in the 
Wellston MI area and would just like to join us for dinner Friday and Saturday along the Saturday night 
raffle, the cost is $30. To reserve a spot and you are going with a guide I will need a $225 deposit by Au-
gust 30, 2018 and the remainder of the money will be due by October 15, 2018. If you would just like lodg-
ing and dinner a deposit will also be required on August 30, 2018 in the amount of $110. And if just din-
ner, full payment will be required by October 15, 2018. All options are set forth on the reservation sheet 
which MUST be completed.  
 
Please understand as you make this reservation you are making a commitment. NO refunds will be 
given unless a replacement can be found. As the chair I will do my best to work with you to find a re-
placement if needed but I will make no guarantees. This deposit arrangement is no different than when 
booking a guide with a local outfitter. In addition, it is our annual Fundraiser. This is when we raffle off 
great prizes. Our Fundraising chair is already working on some awesome gifts. We ask that our partici-
pants bring a $15 dollar gift to put on the general table. It does not have to be fishing related. We have 
seen bottles of wine, fifths of whiskey, bourbons and scotch (Hint, Hint) and beautiful hand crafted gifts. 
The registration form must be completed in order to register for this event. If you have any questions, 
please contact Michelle Yelovina at kcyel@msn.com  
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Flygirls Annual Fundraiser, Fall Meeting and Steelhead Fishing Registration Form  
Please check one:  
___ Guide, Lodging & Dinner ($375) - Deposit Due $225  
___ Guide and Dinner ($250) Deposit Due $150 
 ___ Lodging and Dinner ($150) Deposit Due $110 
 ___ Dinner ($30) Pay in full at Registration*  
 

Name: ______________________________ 

Preferred Boat Mate: _____________________________  

Preferred roommate: _____________________________  

Email address (this will be the primary contact method) ________________________________________  

Your Cell Phone (only used in emergency and not shared) _________________________________      

Emergency contact on your behalf.________________________________________________  

Checks are payable to Flygirls. I understand that the refund is only given if a replacement can be found.  

Signature________________________________________________________________________  

 
Send a check & completed form to: Michelle Yelovina P.O. Box 61 Harrison MI. 48625 Final Payment Due 
October 15, 2018 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:kcyel@msn.com
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The weekend of June 8th 
to the 10th the Flygirls 
gathered at Platte River 
Campground near the 
shores of Lake Michigan 
to fish, take in incredi-
ble beauty, strengthen 
existing relationships 
and foster new ones.  
We fished and fished 
some more –giving vari-
ous sections of the 
Platte River our atten-

tion.  Some of us made it 
to where it feeds into 
Lake Michigan abd saw 
carp and experimented 
with trying to catch them 
on the flats.  They were 
safe from us this week-
end but intrigued us 
plenty and led to discus-
sions of other spots 
where flats fishing is 
awesome.  Others went 
fur-
ther 
afield 
with 

guides from The Northern Angler 
and explored the upper reaches 
of the Manistee.  If you’ve not 
seen this stretch of water, its 
worth the drive though wade access is a challenge.  
Its beautiful and wild in places and filled with trout 

of all sizes.   

 

                                                                           
Some of us made it to a new distillery near Thomp-
soville—the Iron Fish.  We loved the setting, the 

fish art, the spirits and the food.  
Well worth a trip if you’re in the 

area.    

 

Back at camp, 
Chris Reese and 
company found a 
spider living in the 
nearest restrooms 
to our sites.  And 
of course, con-
firmed that it was a black widow with 

Lynne Hawkins opining (later confirmed) that it 
was “just” a juvenile.  Some wanted to help the spi-
der to an early grave but Chris Reese and Janet 
Mason’s argument that the rangers needed to see it 

won the day.  Once 
I learned of this, I 
bribed Kelly Smith 
with beer and used 
her camper’s re-
stroom for the re-
mainder of our 
stay.   We were 
lucky enough to 
see other insects 
of a much less 

dangerous and at least to most of us more beauti-

ful. 

 

 

 Up North Flygirls Style by Belinda Friis 

Chris Reese, April Tang, Jen Klebunde, Kris Nichols, 

Lynne Hawkins and Janet Mason on the Platte River.  

Bugs we are happy to see. 

Kelly Smith with a beau-

tiful brown on the Upper 

Manistee.  

April Tang with a beauti-

ful brown. 

Kris Nichols, Janet Mason, Chris Reese, Belinda Friis 

and Karen Ostar Kleinheksel at the distillery.  

Juvenile black 

widow.  
Platte River beauty. 
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Wa Wa Sum by  Judy Bird 

This year we had 15 Flygirls come together for a great 
stay at WaWaSum. Dorothy Schramm held a casting 
clinic that was a special experience for the girls that 
attended. 

 

We Fished, 
caught fish and 
we learned about 
bugs. Ann Miller 
stopped by and 
gave us a lesson 

on The Bugs. 
She covered the 
types, life cycle 
and mating 
dances. That 
night on the riv-
er, everything 
Ann talked about 

happened. It was 
amazing. We had 
hatch, spinning and 
mating insects. Yes, 
we saw fish rising and 
we caught fish! 

Thanks Ann for the 
great presentation.  

 

Thank you to all the 
Flygirls that always 
step in to mentor and 
help around the lodge. 
We really appreciate 
your assistance as it 

makes every-
thing come to-
gether.  Thank 
you to Janet Ma-
son for the great 
pictures. 

 

Hope to see more 
new faces next 
year. Deb Freele 
and Judybird 

have never 
missed a day at 
WaWaSum. 

 

Flygirls came through in a big way. My good friend, Da-

vid Boroff, and his 80 year old father have been doing a 

lot of pan fishing. His father uses this special white fly 

and out fishes everyone. The problem was that he only 

had two of these 

flies left  and his 

tyer had passed 

away. Dave 

asked me if I 

could tie a few of 

these flies for 

his dad and I 

agreed. He sent 

me a picture of 

the fly and it 

was white, size 

6 and floated. I 

presented the 

challenge to our 

fly tyers and they came up with 

13 beauties. I sent them to Dave 

and he told that his dad cried 

when he 

opened the 

box. Thanks 

Flygirls for 

making one 

older fly fish-

erman very 

happy! 
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Colleen Jenkins, Kathy Sheathelm, 

Susan Sears ready to cast. 

Sheila Bergdoll, Katherine Ham-

mons, Janet Mason, Karen Klein-

heksel, Judybird and Dorothy 

Schramm hard at work tying the 

special white fly. 

Ann Miller talking about 

bugs. 

Dorothy Schramm giving casting 

lessons. 

Deb Freele, Bonnie Miller, KK, Ja-

net Mason  all geared up and ready 

to hit the water. 
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Introducing the New Board Members 

My name is Mary Fox and when I'm not fishing, I work for Quicken Loans in down-
town Detroit on the 20th floor of the 1001 Woodward building, which I absolutely love! 
From my office window I can see the Ambassador Bridge, Campus Martius Park, 
Hart Plaza, and the Detroit River, to name a few.  I work in the servicing end of the 
mortgage industry, specifically, default.  I help clients who are in the early stages of 
default and help them work out a plan in order to avoid foreclosure.  I have to say my 
job is very gratifying, but can also be emotionally draining.  That's why I need Flygirls! 
  I grew up in Michigan and have always been an outsdoorsy type, even though my 
immediate family wasn't.  I gardened, camped with my friend's family, rode and 
showed horses and just generally like being outside. On top of that, I have always had 

a desire to try new things! 

I didn't get introduced to fly fishing until my late 30's early 40's.  My sister-in-law, Kitty, started working for 
"American Angler" magazine in Massachusetts where she sold advertising space.  She wasn't an angler herself 
until she joined the company.  She learned as she went. In fact, one time, I called her and the secretary told me 
she wasn't available to take my call as she was out on the Battenkill with the publisher who was teaching her how 
to fish. I thought, "How cool!" 
Selling ad space for the magazine, meant trade shows, schmoozing and all that goes with it.  For the next few 
Christmases everyone in the family would receive random pieces of fly fishing gear; a vest here, a rod there, a 
reel ,fly boxes etc... I thought, "I'd like to learn how to do use this stuff!"  Slowly, through trial and error (mostly 
error) I tried to teach myself and with help from Kitty. 
During this time I was a stay-at-home mother to three children.  Finding time for oneself, let alone go fly fishing 
was very few and far between.  My fly fishing gear collected dust.  However, I had seen a posting for a part-time 
position at the Rochester Orvis store.  It was just the thing I needed to get out some, earn a bit of money and pos-
sibly learn more about fly fishing!  I was immediately put on the floor to sell clothing, and leave the entire fly fish-
ing sales to the men in the store.  That wasn't good enough for me!  I loved when people came into the store and 
started sharing their experiences fishing and the next thing you know everyone was involved in the story.  It was a 
great bonding experience for people in general. I don't think I ever saw anyone in a bad mood when they were in 
the store. I wanted to be part of that! 
The fly fishing manager of the store saw that I was truly interested in the sport, regularly, he would string up a 
new rod and have me practice my casting in the parking lot, while he critiqued my cast. Over and over again!  I 
eventually developed a pretty nice cast, yet I had never been on a river.  I had no one to go with, my co-workers 
weren't especially keen on taking me out...so I just fished from my lake.  I got pretty good at catching pan fish and 
bass on the fly!   

Hello Ladies, Michelle Yelovina here, super excited to be on the board for FlyGirls. As a native 

Michigander, I was born and raised down river and now reside in Harrison Michigan tag line – 20 

lakes in 20 minutes- perfect for a newly formed fly fishing junkie. I have always loved to fish and 

been fascinated with fly fishing but never had the opportunity to try until 2016. That’s when I 

attended the Casting for Recovery retreat, met some truly passionate Flygirls and fell- hook, line 

and strike indicator!!!! In March of 2017 I joined Flygirls and knew after my first event ( WaWa 

Sum) that I had found my people. I am a professional pastry chef and work off shore on an oil rig 

in the Gulf of Mexico, so I stay there for three weeks at a time and then come home to beautiful 

Northern Michigan for my three weeks off.  I love to camp, travel, am an avid reader and also serve as the Alumni 

Coordinator for Casting for Recovery. Thanks for the opportunity to serve on the board of Flygirls!!! 

I’m Mary Lou Rogala (aka Lou) and I've enjoyed being a member of Flygirls for several  years 
and recently joined the board. I am currently retired but do have a part time seamstress busi-
ness in my home called Lou’s Sew Fine.  I grew up in Detroit then moved out to the Livingston 
County area then moved back to the Detroit area and now live in Ferndale. While visiting my 
grandson in Denver, CO seven years ago, I hired a guide so we could give fly fishing a try. I 
have wanted to try fly fishing ever since I saw fly fishers on the Au Sable while canoeing with 
children. I have fished for pan fish my whole life and fished with my grandson many times but 
with cane poles and spinning rods. It was love at first bite for both of us. When I returned 

home to Michigan, I wanted to know more about the sport. At the encouragement of a coworker, I signed up for 
the classes at Orvis in Royal Oak. But I knew no other woman that liked to fish let alone fly fish so I surfed the 
internet for groups to join. I found the Fly Girls of Michigan and signed up immediately. Now I know many women 

that I can fly fish with! The Flygirls have been so generous imparting their time and knowledge teaching me all 
aspects of Fly Fishing.  
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MHRC UPDATE REPORT  by Jim Schramm 

The Michigan Hydro Relicensing Coalition (MHRC) is 
a coalition of four statewide, nonprofit conservation 
groups.  Represented in the Coalition are Michigan 
United Conservation Clubs (MUCC), Michigan Coun-
cil Trout Unlimited (TU), Great Lakes Council, Inc., 
Fly Fishers International, Inc. (FFI), and Anglers of 
the Au Sable (AA).  Formed in 1991, the coalition's 
mission is to ensure that conservation, environmen-
tal and recreational concerns are adequately ad-
dressed by FERC and given the fullest possible con-
sideration throughout the licensing process of hydro-

electric dams in Michigan. 

 

The following lists some of the activities in which the 

MHRC is currently involved: 

 

The MHRC is a member of the implementation team 
created by the settlement with Consumer Energy in-
volving 11 projects on the Au Sable, Manistee, and 

Muskegon Rivers in Michigan.  

MHRC continues to participate in continued water 
quality evaluations on the Consumers project as well 
as the disposition of funds that have been earmarked 
for fisheries habitat restoration or enhancement, 
aquatic studies, fisheries recreation, water quality 
improvements, and soil erosion control. For all of 
these on-the-ground projects, we have been able to 
leverage the licensee=s money by securing matching 
funds from federal and state agencies, private do-

nors, other NGOs, and local landowners. 

 
The MHRC is a member of the implementation team 
created by the settlement agreement with Upper Pen-
insula Power Company (UPPCO) involving four dams 
on the Ontonagon Watershed.  Current issues are 
proposed lands sales of UPPCO property adjoining 

project lands, water quality studies, recreation plan, 
erosion control plan, and habitat improvement pro-

jects to be funded under the Mitigation Fund. 

The MHRC will intervene in the Ludington Pump 
Storage Project relicensing process.  The MHRC will 
support the settlement agreement reached by all the 

parties working on this project. 

 

The MHRC has completed its knowledge capture re-
port on capturing the historical knowledge of the 
MHRC team and Resource Agencies and craft a sus-
tainability plan for the future of the organization.  
The plan will engage and inform a broader network of 
environmental groups and citizens for this work es-
pecially as it relates to the Consumers Energy pro-
jects on the Au Sable, Manistee and Muskegon Riv-
ers.  With the completion of this project, we are in 
good position for the next round of relicensing which 

will begin in 2030. 

 

Jim Schramm will be wrapping it up as ED of the 
MHRC this year. He will be working with Bob Stuber, 
who will take his place. Terry Lyons has already 
stepped down as the representative of the GLC. Dave 
Peterson, who is also a member of the FFI Executive 
Committee, and is the Conservation Committee 
Chair, has replaced Terry.   Tom Baird will be step-
ping down as the Anglers= rep and chair of the steer-
ing committee.   Tess Nelkie now represents the An-

glers on the steering committee.   

 

 The MHRC wants to take this opportunity to thank 
Flygirls for its great support over the years, both fi-
nancially and policy wise.  Without this support, our 

successes would have been difficult. 

Please Give a Hearty Welcome to All our New Members!  

Tony Asghari 

Dale Carlson 

Vicki Dahl 

Lee Divine 

Catherine Garnham 

Becky Hanel 

Lindy Ihrman 

Andrea Lynch 

Kristina Martin 

Karen Masser 

Sue O'Brian 

Catherine O’Connor 

Mary Stacy 

Peggy Stephens 

Gabrielle Trader 

Cari Vota 

Viola Lynn Wilson 

Sandra Wrestler 


