
              

Find us on Facebook  

And @ http://flygirls.ws/ 

Flygirls of Michigan, Inc. is dedicated 
to providing women with educational, 
recreational, and stewardship oppor-
tunities in the sport of fly fishing. 
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Flygirls is a 100%  Federa-
tion of  Fly Fishers Interna-
tional club.  

I hope that all of you are anxiously counting down the 

days to Opening Day - I certainly am! I’ve spent a good 

number of hours (actually days now) sorting and organ-
izing my fly tying materials. I feel confident that I could 

tie for a lifetime and not purchase anything new, aside 

from hooks. How did this accumulation of fur and 

feathers happen? I still remember purchasing my L.L. 

Bean fly tying kit 30 years ago… talk about feeling like a 

kid on Christmas morning. All those bits of chenille, 
hackle, dubbing, and flash waiting to get fastened onto 

a hook. I love fly tying, but if you are contemplating tak-

ing it up, just remember you are NOT doing it to SAVE 

money. It’s an addicting, fishy fun ‘craft’ and every fly 

carries the hope of a fish encounter. If you think you 
might get into fly tying, try to connect with another 

friend or two to share purchases. Take a class and learn 

the correct techniques right away; tying videos are help-

ful, but it’s important to have someone experienced cri-

tique your work so that you learn the proper propor-

tions. 
 

It’s been really great to see so many of you getting involved in supporting the Tie-a-

thon. If you are unfamiliar with this event, please refer to the articles in this newslet-

ter. Every year the Tie-a-thon supports a non-profit organization by donating thou-

sands of flies to support their cause. This year’s recipients are Casting for Recovery/
Indiana and the AuSable River Youth Program. It’s really very easy - pick a pattern 

from the list, buy 100 hooks, and start tying. If you have a favorite television series 

or listen to audio books, you can knock out the flies in a couple of weeks. Your tech-

nique will improve and your flies will go to someone just getting started in the sport. 

It’s a win-win situation! 

 
Besides fly tying, I am getting ready for a fishing trip to Belize in March. A little sun, 

a little cerveza, and hopefully plenty of bonefish, permit, and tarpon! Nothing makes 

a Michigan winter go faster than looking forward to escaping somewhere south. For 

those of you that can’t escape south, at least kill your cabin fever by getting away to 

one of the many fly fishing shows here in the Midwest. 

 
We have many new members and even 

a few returning members. For those of 

you that are just joining, we’ve all been 

in your shoes. Don’t be shy!! Everyone 

in the group is friendly and helpful, so 
don’t be bashful and definitely don’t let 

your skill level keep you from showing 

up at an event. While our forum is fly 

fishing, we are all about fun and cama-

raderie! I look forward to meeting many 
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Event Location Cost Date  Contact 

GLC Annual Fly 
Fishing Fair 

East Kentwood High 
school 

Grand Rapids, MI 

Volunteers 
needed  

Jan. 13-14  Ann Miller  
Annrmiller@aol.com  

Winter Retreat Barothy Lodge 
Walhalla, MI 

$195 lodging 
and meals 

February 16-
18 

Joy Lind 
Joy@spectero.net 

Midwest Fly Fishing 
Expo 

Warren, MI Volunteers 
Needed 

March 10-
11th  

Lisa Paisley  
Lmpaisley@yahoo.com  

Spring Steelhead w/ 
Feenstra Guide 

Service 

Newaygo, MI  $360 for 2 
nights & guided 

fishing  

April  13-15th Belinda Friis 
bafriis@comcast.net  

Introduction to Fly 
Fishing  

West Bloomfield, 
Michigan 

$25 April 21th Nancy Lounds  
yoopnnancy@aol.com 

Fullers Hendrickson 
Trout Outing 

Fullers NBOC 
Lovells, MI  

 
$195 

 
May 18-20th  

Joy Lind 
Joy@spectero.net 

Au Sable River Trout 
Outing  

Wa Wa Sum $50 deposit-
$150 total  

June 3-6th  Colleen Jenkins 
crowjenkins@comcast.n

et  

Traverse Area- Flats 
& Rivers  

Platte River 
Campground, 
Sleeping  Bear   

TBD (around 
$25)   

June  8-10th  Belinda Friis 
bafriis@comcast.net 

GLC Flyfishing School 
and Fair 

Roscommon, MI  June 15-17th  GLC  
www.fffglc.org  

 
Wakeley Lake  

Fishing  

Old Au Sable Fly 
Shop Grayling 

$75 if staying at 
OAFS, $10 
otherwise 

June 22-24
th

  Lisa Paisley 
Lmpaisley@yahoo.com  

Au Sable River Clean-
up 

Gates Au Sable 
Lodge 

Volunteers 
Needed 

Sept. 8  Colleen Jenkins 
crowjenkins@comcast.n

et 
   

Annual Meeting & 
Steelhead Fishing  

D Loop Outfitters 
Wellston, MI  

 Cost TBD Nov 16-18th  Michelle Yelovina 
kcyel@msn.com 

BY PROVIDING A DEPOSIT YOU ARE COMMITTING TO AN EVENT.  IF YOU CANCEL YOUR DEPOSIT MAY 
BE FORFEITED IF YOU OR FLYGIRLS CANNOT FIND ANOTHER PARTICIPANT FOR THE EVENT.   
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Beginning Fly Fishing One Day Workshop - April 21st 

 

Flygirls will be hosting a Beginning Fly Fishing one day workshop on Saturday April 21, 2018 in West 

Bloomfield, MI.  This workshop will cover an introduction to:  Gear, casting, knots, and more. The workshop 
will include some lake fishing giving the participants a chance to have some practical experience with hook-

ing, landing and releasing a fish.  No gear is required but if you have some of your own then bring it with 

you and we will help you understand it better.  You will be required to have a  Michigan fishing license. You 

may purchase a one day or 2018 season license. The workshop will run from 9 am to 3 pm and will include 

a box lunch.  Cost to attend is $25 and must be paid at the time of registration; registration fees are non-

refundable. Class size is limited to 15 students. 
  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

One Day Beginning Fly Fishing  

Workshop Registration 

Saturday April 21, 2018 

 

Name____________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address_____________________________________________ 

 

City______________________________ State_____ Zip____________ 

 

Phone_____________________E-Mail___________________________ 

 

Do you need equipment?__________________ 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Please send this form along with a check for $25 made out to Flygirls to: 

Jennifer Nelson 

731 S Altadena 

Royal Oak MI  48067 
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Traverse Area- Flats & Rivers June 8th-10th by Belinda Fris 

This year we’re returning to the Platte River 

Campground which is part of the stunning Sleeping 

Bear Dune National Lakeshore. Almost everyone who 
attended last year has committed to returning this 

year.  That’s how much fun we had.  There is still 

room for a few more campers to join us! 

 

Fishing opportunities abound including: Traverse 

Bay flats fishing, the Platte, the Betsie, the Board-
man or you can drive a bit further to the Manistee.  

Plus there are plenty of lakes which might offer 

chances to wet a line.  Last year we all enjoyed wad-

ing in the nearby Platte River. It was comfortable for 

all of us and each of us caught fish. 

  

If you want to try out a local guide, give the folks at 

The Northern Angler a shout.  They offer full and 
half day trips and have been a good friend to 

Flygirls; thenorthernangler.com, or you can drive 

south to D-Loop in Wellston, also good friends of 

Flygirls. 

  

If you want some city time, Traverse City offers eve-

rything you could want—wineries, brew pubs, good 
food, shopping and great scenery—closer by is Glen 

Arbor and Lake Ann Brew Pub. 

 

If you want your own campsite, you can make reser-

vations through recreation.gov.   The campground 

has flush toilets and showers.   Or if you wish to ex-

tend your stay in a spot reserved through Flygirls, 
we can hopefully work that out. 

 

Each vehicle will incur an additional cost as you 

must have an entrance pass for Sleeping Bear 

Dunes National Lakeshore. A pass is required for 

each vehicle; $15 park pass (1-7 days) or $30 annual 

pass.   

This is low key and casual and inexpensive.  The fi-

nal cost will depend on the numbers of registrations 

but expect it to be $30 to $40 and includes the 

camping only. Meals will be on your own or coordi-

nated with the group. You are responsible for bring-
ing your own tent and sleeping gear etc.  We will as a 

group share responsibility for bringing cooking 

equipment.  Once we have registration in hand, I 

know this group will pitch in to coordinate some 
shared meals.  Since we each may have varying 

schedules, we will work out meals on an ad hoc ba-

sis. 

 For those who are interested, please bring your 

check or cash to the outing and email me at bafri-

is@comcast.net.  You can wait and pay me when you 

arrive but you still MUST register. 

We can access the camp site as of 1 pm Friday, the 
8th and must vacate by 12 pm Sunday. 

 

Getting There: 

 

GPS Info. (Latitude, Longitude): 44.71278, -

86.11778 44°42'46"N, 86°7'4"W  

 

From the east (Traverse City): Take State Highway 
M-72 west to Empire. Turn south on State Highway 

M-22. Proceed 10 miles and turn right on Lake 

Michigan Road. Follow the signs to Platte River 

Campground. From the south (US-31/M-115): At the 

junction of U.S. Route 31 and M-115, continue 
north for seven miles. Turn left on Platte Road. Pro-

ceed five miles and turn right on M-22. Proceed one 

mile and turn left on Lake Michigan Road. Follow the 

signs to Platte River Campground. 

 

 

It’s Time To Renew Your Michigan Fishing License!! 

No need to wait in line—you can renew online!  

Go to: http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/  

and select “Buy a License Online” 

mailto:bafriis@comcast.net
mailto:bafriis@comcast.net
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West Michigan Fly Fishing Show by Mary Fox 

 

The West Michigan Fly Show was held this year at 

East Kentwood High School in Grand Rapids 
on January 13 and 14th. This is the second year for 

the show and the first year at this location.  The gen-

eral feedback was that this location's layout was 

much better than the previous location. 

The Flygirls booth was well staffed by newer and old-

er members, some who had traveled from all parts of 
Michigan.  Local members stepped forward to offer 

their hospitality, which was greatly appreciated.  

The booth received a lot of attention by those who 

were interested in joining the Flygirls as well by 

those looking to pick up new merchandise, like our 
fly tying kits, hackle, t-shirts and caps. 

Focusing our sales on the special raffle tickets for 

the Orvis 5wt fly rod and reel generated close to 

$250.  

We are looking forward to next year's show as mo-

mentum builds for the newest fly fishing show in the 
state 

Woman N Waders –Katherine Hammons 

The William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

is once again putting on their Women N Waders 

event on May 19, 2018. The event is a fly fishing 
class for women of all levels, but is geared towards 

beginners. The daylong event will cover basic funda-

mentals of the wonderful sport of fly fishing includ-

ing equipment selection, knots, hatches, casting, fly 

tying, etiquette, and where to fish. Participants will 

also learn about the work of Trout Unlimited and 
invasive species. New for this year is their collabora-

tion with the DNR’s Outdoor Skills Academy.  

 

I attended their program a couple of years ago and it 

was fantastic. Something to seriously consider with 

loads to learn. 
 

The fly fishing class will be held at the Saginaw Bay 

Visitors Center, associated with the Bay City Recrea-

tion Area. Cost is only $15 and includes lunch. 

Women of all levels are welcome, although it’s a day 

really geared toward beginners. It’s still too early to 
register, but you may want to mark your calendars 

and keep this day open for a great opportunity to 

learn more about the great sport of fly fishing.  

 

Renee Lynn Barber 
Anne Kramer 

Denise Medvedov 
Mary Ostahowski 
Jane Armstrong 

Janice Bailey 
Jessica Forrester-Bubnikovich  
Trudi Marsh 

Susan Miller  
Mary Lindamood, DVM 

 
 
 

 

Please Give a Hearty Welcome to All our New Members!  
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Winter Retreat 2018  by Joy Lind 

Flygirls just completed its second year at the Ba-

rothy Lodge in Walhalla on the banks of the Pere 

Marquette for its ever popular Winter Retreat.  It’s a 
perfect setting a midwinter gathering.  We enjoyed fly 

tying, hiking, crafting and cooking.  Or you could 

simply relax in the hot tub, curl up with the latest 

issue of Dun Magazine by the fire or fish. 

 At most Flygirls outings there is always plenty of 

good food. I want to thank all 

the gals for teaming up and 
creating our Saturday lunch, 

dinner with a great dessert 

and Sunday morning break-

fast.  Everyone especially 

loved the Bloody Mary Bar.   

 

The women suggested that I 

share the White Chili recipe 
which I made for  Friday 

evening’s dinner. 

White Chili 

4 c. cut up Chicken (I use the rotisserie chicken 

from Meijer)  

 2 c. Chicken broth,    

1 48 oz. jar Randall’s Great Northern Beans   

1 8 oz. Shredded Monterey Jack Cheese,  

1 8 oz. Shredded Pepper Jack Cheese, 

 8 oz. Mild Salsa  

 1 tsp.  Chili Powder.  

Cook in slow cooker on Medium 4 hours or so. I add 

the cheese the last hour or two before serving. Very 

flexible recipe just keep it on warm till needed.  And 

you can vary the seasoning to fit your tastes.  

Stacey Osburn did a fabulous job of teaching us  
small popper construction. Each of us hand painted 

two popper bodies. While they were drying you could 

choose marabou, flash, rubber legs and hackle to 

finish your creation. See group photo.  Thanks 

Stacey.   

On Saturday after a great lunch it was time to relax 

or  hike the trails. There was not quite enough snow 
for snowshoeing due to the recent rain.  The snow 

covered paths required us to paying attention to the  

marked trails with the help of a Barothy grounds 

map and a few good map reading ladies. LOL! Just 

on the edge of a path  we found this dead   Golden-
crowned Kinglet.  The head color was very bright 

hunters orange against the white snow. Just in case 

it might be good for tying, we brought it back on put 

it in the freezer until we could investigate it more on 

google. LOL! 

Fly tying continued with Katherine demonstrating 

how to tie a Madam X for the Tie-a-Thon.  Our group 

whipped up 50 more towards the total of 500 need-
ed. Next on the agenda was learning how to tie the 

simple Mop Fly. Each received a kit to make four 

flies. This fly can be used ice fishing, on a Lake and 

river fly-fishing. 

  After a great dinner our guest speaker Kevin Mor-

lock from Indigo Guide Service gave an  informative 

presentation on fly fishing around Beaver Island. He 
explained that the water temperature, wind direc-

tion, spawning season, and fly presentation are sig-

nificant  factors in being successful  catching a carp 

on a fly. If the carp do not want to play, you can tar-

get Bass and Pike. His description of the relaxed 

Beaver Island living left us all wanting to go there 
and check it out.  

Katherine Hammons and I work throughout the year 

to gather items for craft projects that the women can 

make and then take home with them from the re-

treat.. The first craft we created was a tippet holder. 
Our second involved  cutting an empty bullet shell 

with a pipe cutter to make a small deer hair stacker. 

Not sure that craft was “fun by all”, but we gave it a 

good try. LOL! 

Sunday morning we discussed next year’s  Winter 

Retreat.  We texted    Jake McMillon, an expert tyer, 
who agreed to present in 2019 and we confirmed a  

reservation for the Turkey Lodge at check out. 

Thank you all for attending and hope to see pictures 

of you fishing this year and hope you join us in 

2019.  

Ruth Coates, Kathy Sheathelm, Lisa Paisley, Gale 

Yerge-Cole, Trudy Marsh, Kathrine Hamons, Joy 

Lind and Cindy Center. 
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Wakely Lake June 22 –24 by Lisa Paisley 

We'll be at Wakeley the weekend of June 22nd. It is 

the best time, as Wakeley is a shallow lake, and 

weeds rise over the season.  
 

Many of you remember Joan English and share her 

fondness for Wakeley Lake. Wakeley is also one of 

my favorite lakes to fish. I once flicked my fingers 

back and forth in the water and had a large bass 

bite my finger to the second knuckle! 
 

We have two nights lodging at the Old Au Sable Fly 

Shop. Friday, June 22nd to Sunday, June 24th. The 

cost is $75 for two nights lodging, breakfasts, lunch 

and snacks. Plan for pocket money for dinners out 
at Spikes, Paddle Harder, Gates, Old Au Sable, or 

some other local place. If you prefer to camp - Key-

stone and Hartwick Pines are popular places. Let me 

know you're going to join us at Wakeley and for $10, 

I'll bring plenty of snacks and lunch for you.  

 
We can car pool from Old Au Sable to the lake. Park-

ing was $5 a day last year, with the money going to 

the National Forest Service. I also recommend hav-

ing an annual Michigan Recreation passport ($11 for 

residents) as many other local lakes and access are-
as for the Au Sable river require it.  

 

Wakeley is a special regulation lake, open for fishing 

just a few weeks of the year. It has a soft bottom, 

and is not wadeable. You'll need some sort of water-

craft to fish it. Some people carry their gear 
"backpack style". Others use a cart to carry their 

gear to the lake. From the parking lot to the lake, it's 

just under half a mile along a dirt road well-

maintained by the forest service. A gate blocks vehi-

cle traffic, while allowing carts and pedestrians. 

 
If anyone needs to borrow gear, let me know - I have 

extra float tubes, flippers and life vests. I'll bring 

them upon request. 

  

Wakeley has a short June 15 - August 31 season, all 
artificial, all catch and release.  No motors are al-

lowed on the lake. The lake can be so still that you 

can hear the fish slurp when feeding from the sur-

face. On the south side of the lake, the big fish may 

"shadow" you, and try to steal a bluegill that you are 

stripping in - even while it's still on your hook. The 
big fish on the north side of the lake will be very in-

terested in your streamers. 

 

  

There's a great 4-page article dedicated to Wakeley 
Lake in the March/April 2016 issue of Eastern Fly 

Fishing.  Bryon Anderson, the author of the article, 

writes "This is one of the few Michigan lakes where it 

wouldn't be surprising to land a 5-pound bass, 10-

pound pike, or a 1-pound slab bluegill on any given 

day." 
 

Nearby Kneff Lake/Twin Lake provides awesome pan 

fishing (and you can keep what you catch there), and 

of course, the Au Sable river is very close by. I expect 

we'll spend some time wading the Au Sable on Fri-
day night or Sunday morning. 

  

Hope you can join us at the Old Au Sable 

Lodge!  Contact Lisa Paisley,  

lmpaisley@yahoo.com to secure your spot with a $35 

deposit. 

mailto:lmpaisley@yahoo.com
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The first weekend in December a few of us Flygirls 

gathered at a cabin on a river to tie flies for the 

12th Annual Tie-a-thon. We were lucky that our 
snowy December had not yet kicked in and every-

one had an uneventful (and even sunny!) drive. We 

chose to tie foam spiders for the Casting for Recov-

ery group as Indiana fly fishing primarily focuses 

on pan fishing. We also selected a micro-leech pat-

tern that could catch fish in either rivers or lakes - 
we thought this pattern could be donated to the 

AuSable Youth Program.  

 

My husband Ken was on hand to pour beverages 

as Flygirls arrived Friday evening while Stella our 
pup took care of the meet and greet. We got our-

selves organized and began tying by mid-

afternoon. After a dinner break of white chili and 

cornbread, we were back at the vises. Before long, 

we had our first 100 spiders cranked out. Time for 

a nite-cap and stories around the cozy wood burn-
ing stove.  

We were up and back at it early Saturday morning. 

We tied 200 more spiders and 100 micro-leaches 

before the day’s end. We also took a nice break 

and walked along the river and through the woods. 
A couple ladies even found Petoskey stones! We 

enjoyed delicious Tuscan penne for dinner with 

apple dumplings for dessert. More fireside chats 

Saturday evening before a beautiful full moon 

tucked us into bed. 

 
Our tying wrapped up by Sunday noon with a total 

of 500 flies for our final donation. We ate too many 

Lindt truffles, scrounged everywhere for more rub-

ber legs, dropped a hook or two or three, but also 

got to know each other better and improved our 
tying skills. Most likely we will return and try it all 

again next year! 

 

Cabin Tie A Thon by Ann Miller 

Janet Mason, Ann Miller, Renee Izard, Marleah 

Clockman, Joy Lind, Chris Reese and Donna Suth-

erland. 
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Wa Wa Sum June 3-6 by Colleen Jenkins 

Flygirls return to Camp Wa Wa Sum on the banks of the “Holy 

Waters” on the Au Sable River in Grayling, Michigan.  

 

The outing will focus on the Au Sable River system in the 

Grayling and Lovells areas, covering river history, fly patterns 

and fishing accesses to the main, south & north branches of 

the Au Sable river.  There will be plenty of time to fish the 

spring hatches, tie a few flies or just kick back in one of the 

rocking chairs on the screened in porch overlooking the “Holy 

Waters” with a good book. I have plans for guest speakers, still 

in the works. 

 

Sleeping arrangements are dorm style, so bring your own bed-

ding or sleeping bag and towels. We will have the use of refrig-

eration if needed, and you are welcome to bring adult beverag-

es. I will be sending out a packing list and maps after registra-

tion is closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 

name Wa Wa Sum means “Plain View” in the Ojibwa language 

and was given to the camp in 1905 by Chief David Shoppena-

gon, an Au Sable guide and woodsman. At that time, because 

of the extensive logging of the region’s pine forests, the view 

from the high bank on which the camp is built was unob-

structed for miles to the south. Since then, the forests have 

regenerated, slowly obscuring the view beyond the river. Chief 

Shoppenagon built the first building at the camp, now known 

as the Dining Room, in 1880. In 1897, Rubin Babbit, an Au 

Sable woodsman who later became Michigan’s first wildlife 

officer, built a second structure, now the Administration 

Building.   

If you would like to book a float trip, I can help you get togeth-

er with others that would like to share a float. The float trips 

are not included in the cost of event.  

 

These are highly recommended guides in the area: 

Fuller’s North Branch Outing Club at  www.fullersnboc.com  

Gates Au Sable Lodge at www.gateslodge.com  

Old Au Sable Fly  Shop at  www.oldausable.com        

 

WaWaSum Event cost is $150 per person 

Includes: 

3 Nights Lodging   Mon. Tues. & Wed. 

Breakfast each day 

Dinner:  Mon. & Tues.   

Lunches are not provided 

 

Name _____________________________________  

e-mail_____________________________ 

Address _____________________________  

City_________________ St. ______ Zip________ 

Phone # _____________________ 

Emergeny contact ______________________ 

Make checks payable to:  Flygirls               

Total enclosed $_________________        

Deposit of $50.00  due April 30, 2018  {call if past 

deadline) 

Mail to:   

Colleen Jenkins  
718 Whitney 
Brighton MI 48116   

 
If you have any concerns or questions feel free to con-

tact me.  

Colleen Jenkins 

810-923-7311  or crowjenkins@comcast.net 

9 Flygirls 
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SOUTH BEND, Ind. - For Immediate Release – 

10/13/17 – On April 21st, fly tyers from various Fly 

Fishers International and Trout Unlimited Clubs from 

around the Great Lakes region will come together for 

the 12th annual Tie-a-thon to tie and donate flies 

benefitting Casting for Recovery of Indiana and the 
Anglers of the Au Sable Youth Program.  

 

The event is being held at the Elkhart, Ind. Conserva-

tion Club, which has donated their use of their facility 

again. 

 

This Tie-a-thon will mark a special milestone. This 

year tyers will surpass a total of 100,000 flies donat-

ed by individual tyers over the past 12 years.  In the 

12 years of the Tie-a-thon, tyers have donated 98,458 

flies which leaves us 1,542 flies short of 100,000 flies. 

This year, we expanded the list of flies to include 

more bass and bluegill flies. 

 

About the Recipients 
 

Casting for Recovery, Indiana (CFR) 

The mission of Casting for Recovery (CfR) is to en-

hance the quality of life of women with breast cancer 

through a unique retreat program that combines 

breast cancer education and peer support with the 

therapeutic sport of fly fishing. The program offers 

opportunities for women to find inspiration, discover 

renewed energy for life and experience healing con-

nections with other women and nature. CfR serves 

women of all ages, in all stages of breast cancer treat-

ment and recovery, at no cost to participants. 

The concept of Casting for Recovery is unique. On a 
physical level, the gentle, rhythmic motion of fly cast-

ing is similar to exercises often prescribed after sur-

gery or radiation to promote soft tissue stretching. On 

an emotional level, women are given the opportunity 

to experience a new activity in a safe environment 

amongst a supportive group of peers. The retreats 

provide resources to help address quality of life issues 

after a breast cancer diagnosis, and a new outlet – fly 

fishing – as a reprieve from the everyday stresses and 

challenges of their cancer. 

 

Casting for Recovery provides free fly fishing retreats 

for women with breast cancer. 70% of the women who 

attend Casting for Recovery retreats have never been 
to a support group. CfR currently offers 55 retreats 

across the country, serving 800 women each year. To 

date 8,000+ women have been served CfR relies on 

the support of more than 1,600 volunteers nation-

wide, including medical and psychosocial profession-

als, fly fishing instructors and alumnae.  For more 

information check out; castingforrecovery.org/breast-

cancer-retreats/indiana/. 

Anglers of the Au Sable Youth Program - After the 
Marathon Clean Up 

The Anglers of the Au Sable (“Anglers”) mission state-
ment is to preserve, protect and enhance the Au Sa-

ble River System for future generations of fly fishers. 

We are pleased to collaborate with Crawford County 

personnel in a way that fully satisfies our mission by 

educating the youth of Crawford County to appreciate 

and maintain the special resource that is the Au Sa-

ble River, through a river clean up and fly fishing pro-

gram.  

 

While the Au Sable River is, for many, the center of 

Crawford County life, sometimes young people in the 

community grow up without really understanding the 

importance of the river and how it can enhance their 

lives. 
 

On Monday, July 31, 2017, the day after the conclu-

sion of the canoe marathon, Crawford County staff, 

local Grayling kids and Anglers members gathered to 

clean up trash at the McMasters, Wakeley and Steph-

an Bridge landings.  This the third year in a row that 

the Anglers have joined Crawford County officials to 

organize this opportunity for young people. 

Before the hard work began, a discussion with the 

kids was held on the importance of the Au Sable 

River to the Grayling community.  The river is not 
only beautiful but it creates jobs in the form of res-

taurants, hotels, grocery stores, art studios, gas 

stations, fly shops, sporting goods stores, souvenir 

shops, biologists, real estate agencies and canoe 

liveries.  To maintain these job opportunities, the 

river’s beauty must be preserved.  With this 
knowledge imparted upon the kids, all the volun-

teers set about picking up trash.  The bridges and 

and moments later, one of the youngsters heard 

the call, “fish on”.  The trout came to hand amidst 

cheers and smiles.  There is no doubt in my mind 
that we have cultivated some future fly fishers! The 

exact location will not be revealed to protect the 

secret fishing spot.   
 

http://castingforrecovery.org/breast-cancer-retreats/indiana/
http://castingforrecovery.org/breast-cancer-retreats/indiana/
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At the conclusion of the day, each child was given a 

new Orvis Encounter fly rod, reel, flies and t-shirt for 

participating, courtesy of funds raised through An-
glers.  Perhaps one of these children will grow up to 

become the next Rube Babbitt, Rusty Gates, Joan 

Wulff, Art Neumann or even Ernest Hemingway to 

name a few famous fly fisher people. 

 

The Anglers plan on conducting this project again 
next year.  If you would like to donate to support this 

program or participate, send an email to bpreg-

ler@frplaw.com to receive further information or 

check out; www.ausableanglers.org. 

 
 

  What is the Tie-A-Thon? 

The premise of the Tie-A-Thon is like an old fashion 

barn raisin' where several tyers tie as many flies as 

they during the Saturday, April 21 event. Along with 

members of the St. Joseph River Valley Fly Fishers 
and Kalamazoo Valley TU chapter, other groups are 

joining forces again this year to tie flies including 

The Brotherhood of the Jungle Cock, Reel Women - 

Reel Men of Indianapolis, Grand Rapids Fly Tyers, 

Flygirls of Michigan, Anglers of the Au Sable, Little 
Elkhart Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Three Rivers 

Fly Fishers of Fort Wayne, Duneland Fly Fishers, 

and many more individuals from all over the coun-

try. 

 

The tiers will come together to tie 100 flies each on 
April 21st starting at 8 am, and at the end of the 

day – tying ends at 5 pm, will try their very best to 

surpass 13,000 flies which would bring the Tie-a-

thon life-time total raised over 100,000 flies! 

 
If interested in participating, pick just one pattern 

to tie, buy a box of 100 hooks and needed materials 

and get tying! At the April 21st gathering in Elkhart, 

Ind., Terry Wittorp, Tie-A-Thon head chef, will have 

a spectacular lunch for all the tyers - which is worth 

at least 200 flies, but we will give you a break. To 
keep the excitement level up while tying, we will 

have a guest tyer every other hour to show off spe-

cial patterns. A video system set up will make it 

easy to see from your tying station.  

 
You are welcome to tie 100 flies or more or you 

can send them to us if you cannot join us. If you 

are not a fast tyer and don’t think you can complete 

your 100 flies during the allotted time, it’s OK to get 

a jump on your tying prior to April 21. Plus, the or-

ganizers will certainly take more than 100 from any-
one if they are ambitious and want to tie flies in ad-

vance. If you cannot make the April 21st event, you 

can always mail flies in to us; a mailing address it 

listed at the end with all the contact information. 

You don’t have to be an expert tyer to donate flies. 

Many first-time fly tyers have participated, with the 

Tie-A-Thon giving them a chance to become very 

good tying at least one fly. For those who need some 

assistance on learning a pattern to tie, contact Tim 
Scott via email at timelscott@gmail.com. 

 

The more than 98,000 flies from previous Tie-A-

Thons have been donated for use at youth camps 

conducted by the Kalamazoo Valley TU chapter and 

the Brotherhood of the Junglecock, plus fly-fishing 
event organized by Reel and Heal of Toledo, Ohio, 

Casting for Recovery of Indiana, Project Healing Wa-

ters, Reel Recovery, National Fishing Program, War-

riors and Quiet Waters of Montana, Casting for Re-

covery of Michigan, Flyin’ Heroes of Muskegon, MI, 
Illinois Chapter of Trout Unlimited Youth Camp and 

Trout Unlimited National Teen Summit.  

 

Pick a pattern, tie it up and donate to the Tie-A-

Thon!   

 
These are the flies the organizers ask to be tied - 

tie 100 flies of one pattern - 

For more information and questions or to mail in 

flies; contact Tim Scott, 711 Forest Ave, South Bend, 

IN 46616  a t  (574) -538-1936 or  at 
timelscott@gmail.com, Terry Wittorp at (269)-424-

5138 or terryflyfish@hotmail.com - or visit the club 

web sites at www.sjrvff.com and www.kvctu.org. For 

directions to the Elkhart Conservation Club, visit - 

http://www.elkhartconservationclub.org/location/.      

 

mailto:bpregler@frplaw.com
mailto:bpregler@frplaw.com
mailto:timelscott@gmail.com
mailto:timelscott@gmail.com
mailto:terryflyfish@hotmail.com
http://www.sjrvff.com
http://www.kvctu.org
http://www.elkhartconservationclub.org/location/
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TU VANGUARD is sponsoring LADY ANGLERS in ACTION 

On July 14, 2018  9:00am-4:00pm 

It will take place at the historic Van Hoosen Farm in 

Rochester Hills, MI. 

The cost is $25.00 (including lunch) 

The day is limited to 25 students (18 & older) 

TU Vanguard invites you to join us for a fun day learning fly fishing in the classroom and outdoors on Stoney 
Creek. 

It will be open to beginners, intermediates, and advanced anglers. 

We will provide all of the equipment. Just bring a hat, sun screen, sunglasses and shoes for wading (boots or 

tennis shoes). 

Each participant will receive a fly box filled with flies, a one year membership to TU, a class certificate along 

with a few surprises in their Swag Bag. 

Fly fishing experts will guide you through the basics of fly fishing. Instructions and hands on experiences in 
small groups (2-3 per instructor) will include choosing a fly rod and other gear, rigging a rod, casting, knot 

tying, tying flies, stream etiquette, entomology, water safety, conservation and much, much more. 

To make reservations go to: vanguardtu.org. Scroll down Events/Outings for the agenda and to register con-

tact 

Mary Rosenbusc- southernlady212@hotmail.com 

Please Give a Hearty Welcome to All our New Members!  

Mary Ostahowski 

Maggie Helms 

Alice Christensen 

Lynne Hawkins 

Mary McCartney 

Mary Moran 

Ashley Abate-Berry 

Rene Boraks 

Collin Jonkman 

Emily Zoerhof 

Carol Condon 

Mari Maloney 

Denise Medvedov 

mailto:southernlady212@hotmail.com


Membership Info!  

To become a Flygirl you must first be a member of Fed-

eration of Fly Fishers. To join FFI, go to the web-

site  http://flyfishersinternational.org  and click on the 

link at the top of their page to JOIN.  You will be issued 

a card in the US Mail with your FFI# which is needed to 

join Flygirls.   Sign on to the Flygirls website and pro-
vide your personal contact information there.    There is 

no cost to join Flygirls after you have paid to be a mem-

ber of FFI. 

PAIR YOUR FAVORITE CLOTHING 
WITH YOUR FAVORITE LOGO!  

Ladies, do you want to show off your Flygirls 

membership!  A&W Embroidery has agreed to do 
individual embroidering for our Flygirls logo.  Ann 

Lessard, of A&S Embroidering & More will be 

handling our work and most recently did the 

work on latest Fly-fishing shirts.  She also em-

broiders hats, sweatshirts and tee’s and more. 

Ann has agreed to do individual requests. You 

will have to send the article of clothing to her di-

rectly and she will embroider the garment and 

send back to you.  You can contact her directly. 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

A&S Embroidery & More 

3483 Yellowstone Drive SW 

Grandville MI 49418 

  

Tel:  616-291-0943 

Email: ann@westmichiganembroidery.com 

www.outdoorembroidery.com 
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Flygirls Policy on Event Deposits:   

When Flygirls runs an event it often has to commit to 

lodging and/or guides well in advance of the event and 

make down payments toward the final cost.  We then 

ask for     deposits when you sign up for an event.  In 

the event you decide to cancel your attendance at an 

event, your deposit will only be returned to you if you or 

Flygirls is able to secure another participant for the 

event.  

Thank you to Belinda Friis by Mary Lou Rogala with input from Lisa Paisley 

Addition to the Fall Meeting Donors List 

Flygirls would like to give a belated shout out to Schultz Outfitters for their contribution of a float trip for two to 

our annual fall fundraisers.  

Life is about communication and relationships.  Both take work. 

 

I would like to thank Belinda for the caring and often thankless job that she has done in producing the newsletter 

over past several years. She has helped us to communicate, and from that, to build so many relationships and 

bonds. 

 
When communication is good, you never notice it. When it's not, you always notice it. Belinda has been the driver for 

the online calendar we all easily peruse, and the newsletter that helps us inform and align across our member base. 

 

As Flygirls of Michigan, a 501c3 organization, our purpose is to provide educational, recreation and environmental 

stewardship opportunities to women that fly fish. Belinda has helped us move forward on each of those goals. She is 

passionate about introducing women to the sport, insisting that opportunities are affordable, all while promoting 

clean and clear waters. 

 

While event hosts can revel in the thanks upon completing a fun event - nobody ever really steps back and says - I 

learned about this fun event from the newsletter. And certainly, nobody has ever truly thanked Belinda for the great 

rock snot article. Each of these is equally important to the Flygirls mission. 

 

We have all received and read the newsletter, without thought or thanks. I'd like to do that now.  

 
Thank you to Belinda for: producing the newsletter, enabling event hosts and members to expand and share their 

knowledge and LOVE of the sport and outdoors, and also for being a consistent devil's advocate to help us bring 

forth our best. 

  

I know that producing the newsletter was not an easy job, and was only a portion of the work you do on behalf of 

Flygirls.  

Thank you for helping me take on that portion of your many faceted role. 

http://flyfishersinternational.org/
mailto:ann@westmichiganembroidery.com
http://www.outdoorembroidery.com/

