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Flygirls is a 100% International 

Federation of  Fly Fishers Or-

ganization club.  

Winter is winding down but as a lifelong Michi-

gander I know it isn’t finished just yet. In the 

meanwhile, I am enjoying the extra sunlight, well, 
most often more like daylight, in the evenings. The 

extra brightness reminds me that spring is near, 

and all of the fly tying that I had intended to have 

accomplished really needs to get stepped up in 

time for Opening Day on April 30th. Now that my 

upstairs has been redecorated, carpeted, and 
painted I can actually access my fly tying desk 

again. No excuses for me - I owe the Tie-a-thon 

100 flies first and foremost.  

Please refer to the calendar on the next page for 

upcoming 2016 events(http://flygirls.ws/events/). 

While we had to cancel our fly fishing school for 
this year, we encourage those interested in learn-

ing to fly fish to consider a one day workshop with 

the Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited on May 

21st (http://www.mershon-tu.org/news/women-

in-waders). Additionally, the Great Lakes Council 

of IFFF will be offering a fly fishing school June 
17-19th (http://fffglctesting.com/?p=573).  

The Michigan Fly Fishing Club will be hosting 

their annual Midwest Fly Fishing Expo in Warren, 

MI on March 12-13. This is without doubt one of 

the best shows in the country and a great way to beat the winter blues. There will be 

classes, seminars, venders, casting ponds, and more. Flygirls will have a booth so 

stop by and say hello or better yet, contact Jenn Nelson (matukajenn@yahoo.com) to 
volunteer. For more information on the show see 

www.midwestflyfishingexpo.com. 

Speaking of the show, you will be able to purchase raffle 

tickets for a beautiful custom-built bamboo rod and Orvis 

CFO II reel at the show. (Duane McKenzie of Keystone Rod 

Company built and donated the rod - he will be at the show 
so if you see him, be sure to say thank you!) Stop by our 

booth to see the rod and reel - tickets are just $5/each and 

you can buy as many as you like! IContinued on page 9.         
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We are celebrating 20 years of bringing women to-

gether through fly fishing. When I joined Flygirls in 

2004, I never imagined how it would change my life. 
I have met so many great women with different back 

grounds, and talents and formed life-long friend-

ships. We will gather with new & old friends to honor 

the past 20 years of a fly fishing sisterhood. 

Rockwell Lake Lodge is a beautiful lodge, nestled 

among the 685 acres of the G. H. Gordon Biological 

Station in the rolling hills and forests of west central 

Michigan. The lodge also so has a 1.2 mile walking 
path around Rockwell Lake. 

 

Rockwell Lake offers anglers the opportunity to try 

their luck fishing for Largemouth Bass, Bluegill, 

Sunfish, Walleye and Perch. As a biological station 

used primarily for research purposes, folks are 

asked to practice catch-and-release with barbless 
hooks. Just bring your valid Michigan fishing li-

cense. Only watercraft provided by the Lodge is per-

mitted on the lake. No Waders. Jon boats, kayaks, 

canoes and pedal boats are available for enjoying the 

lake. Rumors are that that someone caught a 13” 

blue gill on the lake!! 

If you prefer trout fishing, the Manistee & Pere Mar-

quette Rivers are a short drive away and salmon may 

have start moving in river systems.  

 

Friday: Check-in: 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.  There is no 

planned dinner Friday night but there will be there 

will be snacks in main lodge. Feel free to bring your 
favorites as well as your beverage of choice. No activ-

ities are planned for Friday night.   

 

If you would like to cook out, there are 3 grills avail-

able, located between Cabins and one is down by the 

lake, located near the fire pit. Guests need to provide 
their own charcoal, lighter fluid, food, utensils, etc. 

 

Saturday:  8:30 a.m. Breakfast   After dining you 
have a day to enjoy the lodge and the area.  Fish, 

hike, bike or just enjoy the beauty of Rockwell Lake.   

 

 

Social Hour:  5:00 – 6:00 p.m.   

 

Dinner  6:30 p.m.   After dining, the fun begins!!  We 

will have FANTASTIC raffle and auction items so 

bring some money to spend.  Do not bring items to 

donate as we will not have the general raffle table.   

 

We are still putting the finished touches on the 

night.  Stay tuned for the complete details.  

 

Lodging: 

Main lodge suites offer fireplace, full 

baths, desks, wireless Internet, kitchen-
ette with microwave and refrigerator, pri-

vate balcony, and  TV.  Five of the rooms 

have a king bed with a sleeper sofa, if 

three people would like to share. Coffee in 

rooms 

The cabins are located within a short dis-

tance of the Lodge. The cabins are dorm 
style and we plan on 6 campers per cab-

in.  We do not intend to use the upper 

bunks unless we are booked solid.   

The cabins have full baths with showers, kitchen-

ette, microwave, refrigerator, coffee maker, dining 

table and chairs, dishes and utensils, telephone and 

wireless Internet service.  Those staying in the cab-

ins must bring coffee, bedding & towels. 

Continued on next page.  

Come Celebrate the Flygirls  20th Anniversary. 

Rockwell Lake Lodge in Luther Michigan.  

Friday, Sept. 16 – Sunday, Sept. 18.  
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Continued from previous page.  

We have limited space in the main 

lodge, so rooms will go to the first 

reservations received & couples. If 

there is a group that would prefer to 
stay in a cabin together, list them on 

your registration form. 

Lodging reservations are open to 

members only. 

Included in your reservation:  

 2 nights lodging 

 Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 

 Banquet dinner Saturday night 

 Snacks will also be provided, but as always feel 

free to bring your favorites.                             
Friday night dinner & lunches are not provid-

ed 

 

 

 

Main Lodge: 

 Double occupancy  $200 - 2 nights PP 

 King Bed with sofa sleeper  $153 - 2 nights PP/ 

w three people 

 All bedding and towels are provided. Coffee pro-

vided in rooms 

Cabin Lodges: 

 $150 - 2 nights PP 

 Cabin lodgers must bring bedding and towels 

and coffee if wanted.  

Main Lodge  

Looks like a great 

place to hang out 

on a fall evening 

with friends and a 

fire and some bev-

erages!  
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Exterior of  

Cabins 

Kitchen area of 

cabins 



 Issue 1-2016                                                        

6 Flygirls                                                                                                                                                                  



 

 

March 2016 

7 Flygirls  

 

The Will iam B. Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited is pleased               
to sponsor  
 

Women in Waders 

Geared toward the beginner, but of interest to fisherwomen of all levels; this event 

promises to be an informative and fun day.  
 

May 21, 2016 9:00-3:00 

Saginaw Bay Visitor ’s Center*  

3582 State Park Drive, Bay City Michigan  

$15.00.  Cost includes:  

 

 Basic skill building such as knot tying, setting up equipment, etiquette, and 

access points for trout fishing in our area will be covered. 

 John Van Dalen, experienced casting instructor to hold small group casting 

sessions (dress for the weather) 

 Ann Miller, author of “Hatch Guide for Upper Midwest Streams” to discuss 
Michigan entomology and how to use this knowledge to catch trout, as well 

as gear selection for the beginning fisherperson. 

 Katie Hambone Ferner, developer of "Women Only" fly fishing clinics as well 

as an excellent resource on all fly fishing topics. 

 Flygirls of Michigan, an International Federation of Fly Fishers club, will be 

present to discuss all aspects of the sport 

 Lunch 

 Participants who have never belonged to Trout Unlimited will receive a free 

year’s membership, valued at $17.50 

 

Registration required;   please visit http://www.mershon-tu.org/  

For further information, contact Laurie Seibert care of wbmershontu@gmail.com 

*State Park permit needed for entry.  

http://www.mershon-tu.org/
mailto:wbmershontu@gmail.com
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Hendrickson Hatch on Au Sable @ Fullers, Lovells, MI  May 13-15th –         
Spots filling Fast!! 

Fishing and Camping on the Pere Marquette, Baldwin MI– June 10-12th  

Once again we’ll be camping at the at Bowman Bridge 

campground near Baldwin and fishing for trout in the 

PM.  Let’s hope that this year we do not get rained out.  

The site can accommodate up to 20 campers in TENTS 

only,  but only 6 vehicles so we’ll be asking people to 

car pool if we get above 6 attendees. If you want your 
own campsite, you can make reservations through the 

US Forest Service on line reservation site.   

 

This is low key and casual and inexpensive.  Registra-

tion is $25 which includes camping at the group camp 

ground and if we have enough attendees, dinner Satur-
day evening. You are responsible for bringing your own 

tent and sleeping gear etc.  We will as a group share 

responsibility for bringing cooking equipment.  Once we 

know who is coming we’ll start figuring how to handle 

dinners Friday and Saturday and breakfasts.  With 

shared efforts-we should 

have gourmet food and be 

out fishing any evening 

hatches!!!  

 

For those who are inter-

ested, please send your 

check made payable to the 

Flygirls to Belinda Friis @ 

7388 Meadowridge Circle, 

West Bloomfield 48322 

and email me at bafri-

is@comcast.net to let me           

know its coming or you 

can wait and pay me there.  

 

 We can access the camp site as of 2 pm Friday, the 

12th and must vacate by 1 pm Sunday.  This is primi-

tive camping with vault toilets only, no showers.  There 

is water on site but people may wish to bring their own 

drinking water.   

Getting There: 

GPS Info. (Latitude, Longitude): 

43.88833, -85.94222 

43°53'18"N, 85°56'32"W 

 
From Baldwin, turn west on 7th Street, then left onto 

Cherry Street. Take the first right, W 52nd Street, and 

drive 5 miles. Look for signs into the campground. 

Come to the Hendrickson hatch May 13-15, 2016.  This is a great time to get back on the water.  For $195 

you will get two nights of lodging at the historic Fuller’s 

North Branch Outing Club, pizza Friday night, dinner at 

the lodge Saturday evening, and 2  breakfasts.  See the 

fall 2015 newsletter for more information.   A $50 de-

posit reserves your spot.  As of early February, 8 of 14 

slots were already filled.  For those of you already regis-

tered I will send out details a few weeks before the 

event.  To register contact Chris 

Reese chris.reese43@gmail.com.    
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Help Fight Invasives—Clean Waders and Boots and Gear We’ve been telling you about 

the invasives that are threatening our rivers.  This year as you fish, please add cleaning boots and waders 

to your list of things to do.  In addition to bleach (which can degrade waders) here’s more suggestions on 

cleaning your waders and boots:   

ITS TIME TO RENEW YOUR       
MICHIGAN FISHING LICENSE!!!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No need to wait in line—You can renew on Line!  

http://www.mdnr-

elicense.com/Welcome/Default.aspx.   

 

TIP:  Print a couple of copies of your license or save 

onto your computer —Just in case you lose the first 

copy.   

 Cont. from page 1. We will draw one winner at the fly 

fishing show on March 13th. 

Flygirls will be assisting with a fly fishing booth at the 

Grand Rapids Ultimate Sports Show March 17-20th at 

the DeVos Place Convention Center. Besides fly fish-

ing, this show will highlight spin fishing, hunting, and 

more for the outdoor lover. We will assist members 

from Grand River Fly Tyers with fly tying and casting 

as well as encouraging women at the show to get in-

volved in fly fishing. We need volunteers that can help 
with tying  or to talk to women about Flygirls on Fri-

day and Saturday Additional information is available from Chris Reese (chris.reese43@gmail.com).   

The official wrap-up and phenomenal luncheon for the Tie-a-thon will be April 16th at the Elkhart Con-
servation Club in Elkhart, IN. Even if you can’t come for the day, you can still submit your 100 flies 

which will benefit Casting for Recovery - Michigan. Details on the Tie-a-thon is reposted in this newslet-

ter. If 100 flies is a bit intimidating for you, get together with a friend and split the job. Tying while listen-

ing to your favorite TV or radio show makes the project go pretty quick. 

Flygirls will be celebrating our 20th anniversary as an organization on September 16-18th at the Rockwell 

Lake Lodge in Luther, MI. We will be planning on a great weekend of fishing, dining, sweepstakes, histori-
cal presentations, general celebrating and reconnecting! More information is included in this newsletter. 

mailto:chris.reese43@gmail.com
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Join the Flygirls August 5 – 7 as we pursue either 

smallmouth on the Manistee River, or trout on the 

Pere Marquette River.  At this time of year, the bass 
are aggressively feeding on terrestrials and crayfish, 

and the trout are feeding on hoppers. The weather 

the week prior to the trip will dictate which should 

be the most productive river to fish, but either option 

is open.  

 
Two anglers will pair up with 

a guide for an all day float. 

Hawkins Outfitters will sup-

ply all rods, reels and flies.  

We will be staying at Coyote 
Crossing near Cadillac, which 

will put us near both rivers. 

The cabins have two bed-

rooms (1 queen, 2 full size) 

with kitchenettes for break-

fast and a restaurant for a 
group dinner on Friday. Each 

cabin can hold 3 anglers.  

 

The cost of the trip is $335 

and will include two nights 
lodging (Friday and Saturday 

nights), one day float with 

Hawkins Outfitters on Satur-

day, and dinner on Saturday 

night. There will be an option 

to float on Sunday either half 
or full day for an additional 

cost. Not included in the cost 

are dinner Friday night, breakfast Saturday and 

Sunday, snacks, and tip.  

 

If interested, please contact Jenn Nelson at 

matukajenn@yahoo.com to reserve your space. This 

trip is limited to 10 anglers, so spaces should fill 
quickly!   A $100 deposit will be required to reserve 

your spot. $50 of the deposit is nonrefundable if we 

cannot fill your space should you have to cancel.  

Wildcard~ Bass or Trout Outing – August 5-7th  

New merchandise coming soon!  

 

 Save you money to shop!   

We’ll have t-shirts commemorating our 20th 
Anniversary.   

And the Flygirls like their adult beverages.  
The wine and cocktail glasses were a hit 

and so now we’re moving onto Flygirl 
Flasks.   

Coming soon to an event near you!  

mailto:matukajenn@yahoo.com
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We are pleased to add a Grayling Area Lake Fishing 

event to the schedule for 2016.  It's been a few years 

since we've had a lake event, and we're happy that 
we are able to offer two nights lodging in the newly 

renovated guest quarters at the Old Au Sable Fly 

Shop for a very reasonable price.   

  

Many of you remember Joan English and share her 

fondness for Wakeley Lake.  
 

Wakeley is also one of my favorite lakes to fish. I 

once flicked my fingers back and forth in the water 

and had a large bass bite my finger to the second 

knuckle! 
 

Wakeley has a short June 15 - August 31 season, all 

artificial, all catch and release.  The lake can be so 

still that you can hear the fish feeding from the sur-

face.  On the south side of the lake, the big fish may 

"shadow" you, and try to steal a smaller bass that 
you are 

stripping in 

- even while 

it's still on 

your 
hook.  The 

big fish on 

the north 

side of the 

lake will be 

very inter-
ested in 

your stream-

ers. 

  

There's a 
great 4-page 

article dedi-

cated to 

Wakeley 

Lake in the 

March/April 
2016 issue of Eastern Fly Fish-

ing.  Bryon Anderson, the author of the article, 

writes "This is one of the few Michigan lakes where it 

wouldn't be surprising to land a 5-pound bass, 10-

pound pike, or a 1-pound slab bluegill on any given 
day." 

 

Nearby Kneff Lake/Twin Lake provides awesome pan 

fishing (and you can keep what you catch there), and 

of course, the Au Sable river is very close by.  Other 

recommended lakes to explore include Jones Lake in 
Frederic (catch and release) and Big Bradford Lake 

in Waters, known for panfish and smallmouth bass. 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Friday, July 15th - Sunday, July 17th, $65 for two 
nights lodging and snacks. Lunch and dinner not 

included If anyone needs to borrow gear, I have an 

extra belly boat and flippers. 

  

Hope you can join us at the Old Au Sable 

Lodge!  Contact Lisa Pais-

ley, lmpaisley@yahoo.com to secure your spot with 

a $35 deposit. 

Flygirls!!  We are putting together scrapbooks 

for the 20th    Anniversary Celebration in 

2016. 
 

 

A history time-line of everything Flygirls has done 

for past 20 years.  

If you have any photos and news articles for our 

scrapbooks, please post them our Snapfish folder.  
Log in using franjhock-

ing@yahoo.com;   password  zimmer14. 
Make sure you include the date, event and names of 

the participants.  

 

If you have any questions, 

please contract Fran Hock-

ing @ franjhock-

ing@yahoo.com 

Grayling Area Lake Fishing Event  July 15-17th  

Joan English  

Deb 

Freele 

with a 

Wakeley 

Lake 

beauty.  

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT754_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT958_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT958_com_zimbra_email%22));
mailto:franjhocking@yahoo.com
mailto:franjhocking@yahoo.com
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Another Fun Filled Winter Retreat is Now History, by Joy Lind 

The winter retreat brought eight gals 
together at the Hankerd Inn located 

in Pleasant Lake Michigan.  

Friday evening once everyone ar-
rived we headed to the farm house 
for a build your own loaded baked 
potato dinner with brownie alamode 
for dessert. We all began to unwind 
and relax following long hard drives 

for each of us due to weather.   

 

 We headed back over to the barn to 
start our craft project which was a 

beverage coaster. I had had each woman email me a 
fishing photo that I prepped on a 4x4 tile before the re-
treat. Friday night, they applied a proxy coating that 
needed to dry for 24 hours before putting the cork on 

the back the next day 

 

How do I introduce you to Nome Buckman and all her 
talents and knowledge in fly fishing in such a small par-
agraph? Impossible! Nome shared knowledge all week-
end. She started out with why and how to properly 
clean our waders including how to check for pin holes 
in them. You know the feeling when you remove your 
waders:” Wow it feels a little bit damp here. I must have 
been sweating.”  Maybe not!  You might have a pin hole 

or two. Find them, seal them now before it gets worse. 

The night was still young and we made a run to a local 
party store for more Rum Chata and snacks.  We settled 
in and got to know each other and shared fish stories 

before calling it a night. 

 

Saturday morning started with brunch and then Jan 
the Inn keeper demonstrated how to make a Cream bul-

la. This will be our dessert for dinner tonight.  

 

 Sheila Bergdoll instructed the beginners with the steps 
to create two successful streamers. She did a great job 
of explaining the material used and how to fish that 
particular fly.     Nome introduced the advanced group 
to the Muskie fly called Da Perch.  With its bright col-

ors, large size hook, its sure to catch a big one. We all 
gathered to watch Marleah demonstrate the tying of a 
Spring Fry pattern, and I showed the group the steps to 

a Skunk fly. 

 

Top Left, Nome Buckman, next 

Katherine Hammons, and Kathy 

Sheathelm. Susan Glomb, Shei-
la Berdoll (left purple shirt), 

Evelyn Adams, Front Row: Joy 

Lind and Marleah Clockman   
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The evening ended with a great 
dinner and he cream bulla as a 
great finish.  After dinner, the 
Rum chada was uncorked yet 
again and Nome shared the 
tips and trick to Muskie fly 
fishing. Her stories and experi-

ences were truly enjoyed by all. 

The raffle was a hoot. Great 
things all sprawled over the 
table. Each gal eying up some-
thing they were hoping to get 
as soon as their name is called. 
The grand prize winners 
(pictured below) are fly tying 
light from Alert Stamping by 
Paul Blanch and the fly rod 

from Wright & McGill Mike 

Chaney.  

 

 

By this time Courtlind was put to bed. Partying 

with Flygirls is exhausting.  

 

With such talented gals there to help us organize 

our fly boxes we are now ready for spring fishing. 

Bring it on! 
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Members of the St. Joseph River Valley Fly Fishers, 

a South Bend, Ind.-based Federation of Fly Fishers 

associate club, and the Kalamazoo, Mich. Valley 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited are celebrating 10 years 

of donating hand-tied flies to various causes where 

fly fishing is used for educational or therapeutic 

purposes. In the past 10 years, volunteers from 

these fly-fishing groups, along with other fly clubs 

and supporters from around the country, have do-
nated just over 85,500 flies through their annual 

‘Tie-A-Thon’ to various causes. It’s estimated that 

the flies tied during the events have a value exceed-

ing more than $250,000.  

 
This coming April 16, members of the South Bend, 

Kalamazoo and other Indiana and Michigan-based 

fly fishing clubs will come together for the 10th An-

nual Tie-A-Thon in hopes of tying more than 13,000 

flies, this year benefitting Casting for Recovery 

Michigan. The event is being held at the Elkhart, 
Ind. Conservation Club, which has donated their 

use of their facility again. 
 

About the Recipient  

Casting for Recovery (CfR) Michigan serves breast 

cancer survivors throughout the state, and has a 
retreat planned this year. Any woman who resides 

in Michigan and has received a breast cancer diag-

nosis will be eligible to apply. 

 

CfR breast cancer retreats take women out of a clin-

ical setting and into nature, where they can relax, 
share their experiences with other survivors, and 

learn the therapeutic sport of fly-fishing. The re-

treats also include 

counseling and medical 

education and are pro-
vided at no cost to the 

participants. 

 

Sandy Thomley is the 

new Program Coordina-

tor for the CfR Michigan 
Program. She and a lo-

cal volunteer team are 

busy planning, fund-

raising, recruiting vol-

unteers and conducting 
outreach for their 2016 

retreat. For more infor-

mation, please check 

out: http://

castingforrecovery.org/

breast-cancer-retreats/
michigan/. 
 

What is the Tie-A-

Thon? 
The Tie-A-Thon is like 

an old fashion barn 
raisin' where tyers gath-

er for some day-long 

fun and tie as many 

flies as they can during 

the Saturday, April 16 

event. Along with mem-
bers of the St. Joseph 

River Valley Fly Fishers 

and Kalamazoo Valley 

TU chapter, other 

groups are joining forc-

TIE-A-THON REACHES ITS 10 ANNIVERSARY   
CASTING FOR RECOVERY MICHIGAN IS 2016 BENEFACTOR 

http://castingforrecovery.org/breast-cancer-retreats/michigan/
http://castingforrecovery.org/breast-cancer-retreats/michigan/
http://castingforrecovery.org/breast-cancer-retreats/michigan/
http://castingforrecovery.org/breast-cancer-retreats/michigan/
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es again this year to tie flies including The Brother-

hood of the Jungle Cock, Reel Women - Reel Men of 

Indianapolis, Grand Rapids Fly Tyers, Flygirls of 
Michigan, Anglers of the Au Sable, Little Elkhart 

Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Duneland Fly Fishers 

and many more individuals from all over the coun-

try. 
 

The tiers will come together to tie 100 flies each 
starting at 8 am, and at the end of the day – tying 

ends at 5 pm, will try their very best to surpass the 

previous all-time high of 13,300 flies raised at a pre-

vious Tie-A-Thon.  
 

If interested in participating, pick just one pattern to 

tie, buy a box of 100 hooks and needed materials 
and get tying! At the April 16 event in Elkhart, Ind., 

Terry Wittorp, Tie-A-Thon ‘head chef’ “will have a 

spectacular lunch for all the tyers - which is worth at 

least 200 flies, but we will give you a break. Everyone 

is welcome, but please let us know so we can plan 
having plenty for everyone,” said Tie-A-Thon organiz-

er Tim Scott. “Also, to keep the excitement level up 

while tying, we will have a guest tyer every other 

hour to show off special patterns. A video system set 

up will make it easy to see from your tying station.” 
 

If you are not a fast tyer and don’t think you can 

complete your 100 flies during the allotted time, it’s 

OK to get a jump on your tying prior to April 16. Plus 

the organizers will certainly take more than 100 from 

anyone if they are ambitious and want to tie flies in 

advance. You don’t have to be an expert tyer to do-
nate flies. Many first time fly tyers have participated, 

with the Tie-A-Thon giving them a chance to become 

very good tying at least one fly. For those who need 

some assistance on learning a 

pattern to tie, contact Tim Scott 
via email at 

timelscott@gmail.com. 
 

The more than 85,500 flies from 

previous Tie-A-Thons have been 

donated for use at youth camps 
conducted by the Kalamazoo Val-

ley TU chapter and the Brother-

hood of the Junglecock, plus fly-

fishing event organized by Reel 

and Heal of Toledo, Ohio, Casting 

for Recovery of Indiana, Project 
Healing Waters, Reel Recovery, 

National Fishing Program, Warri-

ors and Quiet Waters of Mon-

tana, and Flyin’ Heroes of Mus-

kegon, Mich. 
 

Pick a pattern, tie it up and donate to the Tie-A-

Thon!   
 
 
These are the flies the organizers ask  to be tied - 

tie 100 flies of one pattern - 
Fly      Size 
Adams      14 
Ant      18 - 20 
Beetles      18 - 14 
Blue Wing Olive Emerger   18 - 22 
Caddis Nymph     16 - 18 
Clouser’s Minnow   8 
Cone-Head white rabbit leaches   4-6 
Elk Hair Caddis     14 - 16    
Griffith Gnat     20 - 22     
Hare’s Ear     12 - 14 
Mickey Finn     8 
Nuke Eggs    10 - 4 
Pheasant Tail     14 - 16 
Soft Hackle     14 - 16    
Woolly Bugger     10 
 

For more information and questions, contact Tim 
Scott at 574.538.1936 or at timelscott@gmail.com, 

Terry Wittrop at 269.424.5138 or terryfly-

fish@hotmail.com - or vist the club web sites at 

www.sjrvaff.com and www.kvctu.org. For directions 

to the Elkhart Conservation Club, visit 
http://www.elkhartconservationclub.org/location/ 

mailto:timelscott@gmail.com
mailto:timelscott@gmail.com
mailto:terryflyfish@hotmail.com
mailto:terryflyfish@hotmail.com
http://www.sjrvaff.com
http://www.kvctu.org
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Membership Info!  

To become a Flygirl you must first be a member of 

Federation of Fly Fishers. To join FFF, go to the 

website http://fedflyfishers.org/ and click on the 

link at the top of their page to JOIN.  You will be 

issued a card in the US Mail with your FFF# 

which is needed to join Flygirls.   Sign on to the 

Flygirls website and provide your personal contact 

information there.    There is no cost to join 

Flygirls after you have paid to be a member of 
FFF. 

 
Donna Leech, 
Brunswick OH  

PAIR YOUR FAVORITE CLOTHING 
WITH YOUR FAVORITE LOGO!  

Ladies, do you want to show off your Flygirls 

membership!  A&W Embroidery has agreed to do 
individual embroidering for our Flygirls logo.  Ann 

Lessard, of A&S Embroidering & More will be 

handling our work and most recently did the 

work on latest Fly-fishing shirts.  She also em-

broiders hats, sweatshirts and tee’s and more. 

Ann has agreed to do individual requests. You 

will have to send the article of clothing to her di-

rectly and she will embroider the garment and 

send back to you.  You can contact her directly. 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

A&S Embroidery & More 
3483 Yellowstone Drive SW 

Grandville MI 49418 

  

Tel:  616-291-0943 

Email: ann@westmichiganembroidery.com 

www.outdoorembroidery.com 

For the past few years I and some other Flygirls have been learning how to Swing flies for Steelhead. Chuck and 

duck is a very effective way to catch steelhead but we were attracted to the beauty of spey casting.  Plus, in the 

depths of winter there is less rigging to deal with and fewer snags –meaning hands stay warmer!  As I’ve learned, I 

came to think this might be something other Flygirls would like to try.  

 
Will Turek and Jeff Liskay are two instructors that I have had the opportunity to learn the basics from. They are 

great instructors- knowledgeable, patient, and fun.  I reached out to them and asked if they would like to teach a 

class for Flygirls and they both stepped up to the challenge. 

 

 So here are some details. One day class on the Huron River in Ypsilanti. All equipment will be provided. What 

you would need to bring:  waders. The day is August 20, 2016-class time 6 hours with lunch provided. Total cos: 

$110.  hat I need from you would be a commitment. We will need six people for this class to be a go. Deposit of 

$55 (check made payable to Flygirls) are needed by June 1, 2016 to hold your spot.   

Learn to Spey Cast—August 20 on the Huron River!  

http://fedflyfishers.org/
mailto:ann@westmichiganembroidery.com
http://www.outdoorembroidery.com/
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Alevin Pattern-Michigan Salmon Alevin Pattern 

Salmon eggs start hatching after about 90 days in the gravel and this small pattern is a great fly to fish 

in late January and all of February. It will match the hatch for the small salmon “Alevins” that are very 

abundant and an excellent food source for steelhead and trout. Matching the color and size of alevins, 

this pattern also is a decent green caddis pattern as well. That gives spring steelhead and trout two rea-

sons to eat this imitation. Step by step visual instructions are available (http://hawkinsoutfitters.com/

fly-patterns/alevin/). Thank you to Hawkins Outfitters for this pattern! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Insert your TMC 2457 hook into the vise. 

2. Attach your thread and wind thread to back of hook bend.  

3. Attach chenille and leave a short ‘tail’ that extends along the hook bend. 

4. Tie in your Pearl flash and your copper wire. Wind thread forward about 2/3 of shank.   

5. Wrap the Pearl flash around the hook shank to 2/3 point and tie off with thread. Bring chenille for-
ward and tie it down with thread. 

6. Wrap copper wire forwards, taking about 4 turns to produce a ribbing look. Tie off with thread. 

7. Tie in eyes and secure with figure eight wraps with thread. 

8. Tie in a small amount of pearl ice dub. It should project back towards the hook bend. 

9. Mix a blend of ice dub colors of your personal creation to create the Egg Sac. 

10.  Add Olive or Peacock Ice Dub for the head.  
11.  Whip finish and cement. Use a Pantone black marker to create parr markings as shown. 

 

Do you have a favorite fly to share with Flygirls?  Is so, send it 

to bafriis@comcast.net for inclusion in an upcoming newsletter!  

http://hawkinsoutfitters.com/fly-patterns/alevin/
http://hawkinsoutfitters.com/fly-patterns/alevin/
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What are you missing on Facebook—this came 

from Deb Freele.  This is how Flygirls do “hex”!  

There is great fishing information on the page as 

well as lots of fun stuff, 

pictures of great fish 

and postings of folks 
looking to “hook up” 

and fish!!! Join us 

there now.  It’s a closed 

group so find us on FB 

and ask to join!  

Casting for Recovery - A national, nonprofit support and 

educational program for breast cancer survivors an-

nounces a 2½ day retreat for women of all ages and in 

all stages of breast cancer treatment and recovery who 

live in MICHIGAN, at no cost to participants 

 

August 26-28, 2016 BAROTHY LODGE § WALHALLA, 

MI 

 

Casting for Recovery’s mission is to enhance the quality 
of life of women with breast cancer through 

a unique program that combines breast 

cancer education and peer support with 

the therapeutic sport of fly fishing.  

The retreats offer opportunities for women 

to: § find inspiration § discover renewed 

energy for life § experience healing connec-

tions with other women & with nature. 

  

To submit your name for a chance to par-

ticipate in this retreat 

Apply online at www.castingforrecovery.org  

by the June 17, 2016 deadline.  

 
CfR must receive your application by this 

date. Names are selected randomly from applications 

received. Participants who have attended a retreat are 

not eligible to reapply. 

 

If you know of someone who would like to apply that 

does not have access to the internet, please contact 
Michigan Program Coordinator, Sandy Thomley at cast-

ingforrecoverymi@gmail.com.  

She will send you an electronic version of application 

that you can print, then the applicant can mail or fax in 

their hard copy—to be received by CfR before the above 

deadline to;  

 

Casting for Recovery § PO Box 1123 § Manchester, VT 

05254  

Fax 802.362.9182 § Telephone 888.553.3500 §  

Email info@castingforrecovery.org for additional infor-

mation. 

Casting for Recovery Michigan Retreat 
August 26-28, 2016 BAROTHY LODGE @ WALHALLA, MI 

http://www.castingforrecovery.org
mailto:castingforrecoverymi@gmail.com
mailto:castingforrecoverymi@gmail.com
mailto:info@castingforrecovery.org

