
                                                                                                                                                                November 2015   

Find us on Facebook  
And @ http://flygirls.ws/ 

Flygirls of Michigan, Inc. is 
dedicated to providing women 
with educational, recreational, 
and stewardship opportunities 
in the sport of fly fishing. 

From the President by Ann Miller 

President: 
Ann Miller 
annrmiller@aol.com 
 
Secretary  
Chris Reese 
chris.reese43@gmail.com 
 
Education Chair:  
Nancy Lounds 
yoopnnancy@aol.com 
 
Treasurer: 
Jenn Nelson  
matukajenn@yahoo.com 
 
Membership Chair: 
Interim: Nancy Lounds 
 
Funding Raising Chair: 
Joy Lind 
joy@spectero.net 
Communications Chair: 
Belinda Friis 
bafriis@comcast.net 
 
Webmaster & Social Media: 
Deb Freele 
freele@sympatico.ca  
 
Board Members: 
Dorothy Schramm 
jdschramm@oceana.net 
Colleen Jenkins  
crowjenkins@comcast.net 
Donna Smith  
dpnpjsmith2000@sbcglobal.net 
Kelly Smith  
xstreamangler@gmail.com 
Sarah Ehinger  
svandelfzijl@gmail.com 
Lisa Paisley 
lmpaisley@yahoo.com  
Julie Capra  
jcappta@gmail.com 
 
 
Flygirls is a 100% International 
Federation of  Fly Fishers Or-
ganization club.  

 
Fall fishing in Michigan is underway which can 
mean trout, salmon, or steelhead with conditions 
varying between blue sky, rain, sleet, or snow. So 
many choices! It also means it is time to get the tying 
vise set up for some production tying. I like to go 
through my summer fly boxes and see what has 
gone missing. I love parachute patterns and will get 
on a roll tying Adams, Borchers, Roberts Yellow 
Drakes, Sulphurs, and Wulffs in a variety of sizes. 
Now is also a good time to look at patterns that were 
new and successful over the summer and either tie 
some up or reorder from your favorite fly shop. I try 
to do this before too many months have elapsed and 
can’t remember! 
 
Flygirls had a busy calendar year during 2015 and 
has an exciting year planned for 2016. We have 
some new events this year as well as annual favor-
ites. The board is also working diligently toward our 
20th Anniversary celebration. I don’t want to give 
away too much just yet, but think banquet, lodge, 
fishing, friends, good times... We do need a few 
things from you - we want copies of your photos, ei-
ther prints or digital for our program and scrapbook. 
Please include names of individuals, dates, location, 
etc., if possible. You may email your digital photos to 
Fran Hocking (franjhocking@yahoo.com); if you have 
prints that you want to share, you can mail those to 
Fran at 1138 Calipering, Wixom, MI 48393. 
 
We would also love for you to share your highlights and stories over the past twenty 
years. Many a friendship has been forged in Flygirls, even a few marriages! Share your 

laughs, cries, fish stories, and memories. I will put these stories 
together for the celebration for all to share. Please email them to 
me (address on page 1) and I will compile these for the big 
event. 
 
Mark your calendar for the winter retreat (February 19-21) 
which will once again be held at the comfortable Hankerd Inn. 
This will be our third year at the venue which will again be 
headed up by Donna Smith. Donna always puts together some 
great classes and the Inn provides wonderful food and comfort-
able lodging. More details will be provided in our next newslet-
ter. Continued on page  7.  
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I was recently approached to write an article about 
winter fly fishing.  Living in Canada must make me 
the expert, right?  I'm not sure why those south of 
my border think we're the experts.    But here is my 
best effort.  

 

You don't know how lucky you have it in Michigan.  
You don't have to suffer the long winter counting 
down the days while dreaming about opening day, 
like we do here in Ontario.   It's more likely than not 
that you have some good winter fly fishing opportu-
nities very close to home.   Your favorite streams are 
among them.  Example; Much of the Au Sable, the 
Manistee and the Pere Marquette  just to name a 
few.   New this year, you now have opportunities for 
LM and SM bass, which now allows catch and     

immediate release in all waters, ALL YEAR!      

 

 We don't have the same opportunities here in 
Southern Ontario that you do.   Our season, for all 
trout ends at the end of September, with the excep-
tion of a few Great Lakes tributaries that have 
some waters open for steelhead (migratory rainbow) 
until the end of December.  After that, steelhead 
fishing is restricted to river mouths or some lakes  
which are almost always frozen solid at this point 
until the rivers blow out in the spring.    Our Bass 
season is closed Nov. 30 thru 4th Saturday in June.   

 

There is one more glaring difference.  Michigan (LP) 
rivers for the most part are spring creeks with rea-
sonably steady flows, free running most of the win-
ter and gravel and sand bottoms.  The rivers in On-

tario woods are freestone and tail water systems.   
What that means is there is more icing and fluctuat-
ing water conditions.  Flows fluctuate wildly from 
extremely low to extremely high all within a single 
rain event. Clarity goes from clear to chocolate milk 
with the rains.    We mostly bank or wade fish here, 
since we have few drift boat and guide services on 
these waters and costs are more prohibitive here.   
But if you Michiganders want to go out fishing in the 
winter months, I highly recommend you do it from a 
boat whenever possible.  You'll have a better chance 
covering more water and you will be a lot warmer.   

 

To see what's available to you, start here:  http://
www.eregulations.com/michigan/fishing/inland-
trout-salmon-regulations/  and the MAPS page.  

Pick a location, check 
the maps.  Anything 
marked in Orange, Blue 
or Red is open to catch 
and release trout and 
salmon fishing all year.  
Some waters allow for 
possession of rainbow if 
you should want to take 
one home.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wait-Wait—Don’t Put that Rod Up— Winter Fishing Opportunities And Advice 
by Deb Freele  

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10364_63235-211883--,00.html�
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SAFETY  
Know your hunting seasons.   

There's nothing like hearing 
an explosion close by, then a 
musket ball whizzing by your 
ear (personal experience).  It 
goes against everything you 
know, but if you fish during 
hunting season...wear some 
hunter orange.  Make yourself 
visible.  

 

Staying Warm and Dry.  

Unlike an accidental dunking 
in the warm months which at 
worst is an unpleasant incon-
venience, winter fishing can 
easily become life threatening 
if you are not properly prepared.   

 

Dressing properly is your first consideration.    

   Boots:  For wade fishing, avoid felt soled boots 
as they  collect snow like rolling a snowball for a 
snow man. You'll be walking around in six inch 
ice stilts or find yourself frozen to the banks in 
sub-freezing weather.  I can tell you from person-
al experience, that it isn't any fun.   Rubber soles 
with studs is the way to go.  

 Next, waders.  It's been my observation that 
breathable waders, rather than neoprene is the 
better choice, whether you are getting in the wa-
ter or not.  Neoprene up here are common among 
steel headers, but after fishing with friends who 
wear them...they are the ones that fold from the 
cold before I do.  It could also be that I was just 
more tolerant. Assuming you have purchased 
breathable waders with some room to spare in 
them, you can layer properly under them and 
stay toasty warm.  This goes for upper and lower 
body and feet  

 Layering: Start with a synthetic or merino wool/ 
synthetic blend base layer, (polyester or polypro-
lene or other hydrophobic technical underwear ) 
that wicks your body moisture away from your 
skin.  Avoid cotton and cotton blends at all cost. 
Cotton absorbs moisture and can freeze.   Your 
second (and additional) layer(s) should be polyes-
ter or other hydrophobic synthetic (example: po-
lartec) fleece / micro fleece or wool or wool 
blends. Last layer should ideally be a waterproof 
breathable shell and waders.  This keeps the 
heat in and the wind and dampness out.  You 
should also have a warm hat with ear protection 
and something that will keep wind from sucking 

the life out of your face.    Mitts are warmer than 
gloves but either one is problematic while actual-
ly fishing.  Have more than one pair. I use the 
cheap rag wool flippy mitts, because wool still 
has some insulating properties even when wet.  
...I cut the flippy part off and the thumb tips for 
fishing.   I keep a warm dry pair of windproof 
mitts with me to switch into when I'm having a 
break from fishing.  I also keep those pocket 
warmers in my jacket pocket, but once they get 
saturated with water, they are no longer effective 
so keep them dry or bring extras. An extra pair of 
wool socks to change into in case you have a 
problem with cold feet.  Feet get cold because 
socks get wet from perspiration.  Your feet per-
spire up to half a cup a water in a day. So if you 
are out for the day, plan on changing your socks 
at least once.   Make sure you wear a wading 
belt.  It will help keep you warm and you cloth-
ing drier in case you should take a tumble.   

   

 Now very important:  pack an emergency bag 
with a full change of dry clothing and keep it 
reasonably close, in the car or boat.  Keep in 
mind it's not a case of IF but rather WHEN you 
go on an untimely swim.  When it does happen, 
leave the water immediately or at the closest pos-
sible exit.  This is not the time to worry about 
trespassing if it will get you to safety faster.  
Most land owners are very understanding.  If you 
are fishing in a group, everyone should stop fish-
ing and get your wet buddy taken care of.   Keep 
them moving until they are in a safe environ-
ment, out of the elements, or in dry clothing. 
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FIND A BUDDY TO FISH WITH  
Winter is not a good time of year to fish alone.  If 
you cannot find at least one other person to go with 
you, make sure you choose a popular spot where 
you'll easily be in eye or earshot of others and keep 
within a short walk to the car.  Also leave info with 
someone back home when you expect to return, as 
well as your planned fishing locations.  Cell phones 
are nice but don't count on them to get you out of 
trouble.  They can fail for any number of reasons and 
they just don't work in some of the bushier parts of 
the state.  If you are with friends, keep an eye on 
each other.  Hypothermia is sneaky.  Shivering is the 
first sign.  Loss of motor coordination comes shortly 
after.  Get to warm quarters.   

 

GIVE YOUR BODY THE FUEL IT NEEDS.  

 

Take plenty of food and drink.  You can pack warm 
food in thermoses or have a nice cookout if you de-
sire OR just take a big bag of GORP ...but keep 
munching.  This isn't the time to worry about  limit-
ing calories.  It's the fuel that keeps you warm.  Stay 
hydrated by drinking lots.  Stay away from alcohol.  
It may feel warm going down, but it is a suppressant 
and will cause your body to loose heat faster.   

 

I admit that I LOVE steelhead fishing, but I am not 
fond of the conditions in which to do it.    Now that 
work doesn't restrict me from heading out any 
time...I can usually pick the best days for both the 
fish and my well-being.  It's usually not the case with 
a guided trip unless they have a last minute opening.  
It's always worth a try.  

 

TIMING  
 

I'm not sure how true this is for cute little trout, but 
for steelhead, timing is EVERYTHING.  If you can on-
ly fish on weekends, then it's a hit and mostly miss 
proposition that puts steelhead under the heading of 
“a fish of a thousand casts”.  The conditions I look 
for here are probably quite different than what you 
have in Michigan's rivers because they tend to not 
change that much over short periods of time as they 
do here.  So what I look for in the days preceding an 
outing is RAIN.  It usually takes a rain event to 
charge the river and get the migratory fish moving.  
Steelheads bite best when the river is ON THE DROP. 
That can mean a few hours after a rain or a few days, 
depending on which river and how much it rained.  
We intently watch flow charts here.   Water “color” is 
also a good indicator. Chocolate milk is bad.  Clear-
ing and “green” is good and water temps ON THE 

RISE (especially in the later part of winter/ early 
spring).   All it takes is a couple of degrees rise in wa-
ter temp to turn on the bite.    If you get any one of 
these happening, it will improve your chances of tag-
ging a steelhead but no guarantees they will cooper-
ate.   If you get all of them happening at once and 
you have sick days left at work...get sick. Go fishing.   

Winds from the east and dropping temps: stay home 
or go home.   To be honest, if I haven't at least seen 
one fish take a swipe within an hour, I'm ready to 
pack it in if I'm by myself or the fishing buddy is of 
like mind, unless it’s just a nice day to be outside.    

 

ICE = DANGER  

 
When I see lots of slush floating down the river, ice 
shelves building on the banks or my guides freeze up 
instantly upon clearing them... I'm out of there.    
You can stay and fish in ice but the level of risk and 
danger increases considerably.  The irresistible call 
of big fresh steelhead can drag me out there looking 
for the rush you get when you hook into one, but 
there comes a time when it just isn't worth it.  I usu-
ally wait for those days that are above 30 F if I can.  
If the ice has built up on the edges...I won't walk out 
on it unless I am absolutely sure how much water is 
under it. If it’s more than a couple of inches...I'm not 
going out there. Incoming snow squalls.  Better yet, 
stay home if you get lake effect snow squall warnings 
unless you’re close to your destination.    

  

That's my two cents on the subject.   
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Flygirls	Thanks	the	Donors	Listed	Below	who	Helped	Make		
our	Fall	Fundraiser	Such	a	Success!			

 

 

Bear	Handed	Guide	Service		

Wright	&	McGill		

A&S	Outdoor	Solutions	

Alert	Stamping		

Montana	Fly	Company	

Frank	Amato	Publications		

The	Folstaf	Company		

Chota	Outdoor	Gear		

J.	Stockard	Fly	Fishing		

Scott	Rod	Company	

Jim	Haeck	

Fullers	North	Branch	Outing	Club	Hook	and	Tackle	

Northern	Angler		

Gates	Au	Sable	Lodge/	Fly	Shop		

Belinda	Friis	

Joy	Lind	

Nomad	Anglers	

Schmidt	Out itters		

Day	Watermen	

Tight	Line	Jewelry		

D	Loop	Out itters		

Marlena	Clockman	

Backcast	Fly	Shop		

River’s	Edge	Guide	Service		
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Valerie Cain, Kingsville, Ontario, CA 
Marleah Clockman, Wellston, MI 
Amanda Fuller, Ypsilanti, MI 
Cheryl Groesbeak, Shelton, CT 
Lauren Korte, East Lan-
sing, MI 
Amy Mishlar, Diamon-
dale, MI 
Lisa Ragone 
Rafaela Schinegger, 
East Lansing, MI 
Shirley Schmidt, Lowell, 
MI 
Mary Slikkers, Holland, 
MI 
Julie Zapoli, Metamora, 
MI 

Volunteers Needed! 
Midwest Fly Fishing Expo  

 
We'll be looking for volunteer again to 
help staff the booth at the Midwest Fly 

Fishing Expo on March 12 and 13, 
2016. You'll work a 3 hour shift and 
then you can enjoy the rest of the 

show. Contact Jenn if your interested - 
matukajenn@yahoo.com.  

 

Continued from page 1. The Tie-a-Thon is coming 
up on its 10th year. Many Flygirls have been tying 
for this group which provides flies for an assort-
ment of non-profit organizations. In past years 
flies have been donated to Wounded Warriors, 
Project Healing Waters, and Cast for Recovery. I 
am hoping to host a fly tying bee this winter to 
encourage more Flygirls to become involved. The 
goal is to pick a single pattern/size and tie 100 
flies. For many of you, that may seem insur-
mountable, but imagine tying 6 flies an evening 
while watching your favorite television program or 
while listening to music. Over the course of a few 
weeks you would have completed the task! Your 
tying skills will have improved, you’ll receive a 
cool t-shirt, and you’ll feel better that you’ve 
helped someone less fortunate to catch a fish. Up-
coming details will be posted on our Facebook 
page. 
 
Finally, Duane McKenzie of Keystone Rod Compa-
ny in Grayling, MI has donated a beautiful bam-
boo rod for our annual raffle. The 6’6” rod will be 
paired with an Orvis CFO II reel and floating line. 
Tickets are available from Jenn Nelson for $5 
each. You may purchase as many as you like be-
tween now and March 13th; one winning ticket 
will be drawn at 3 pm at the Midwest Fly Fishing 
Show in Warren, MI. More details are available in 
this newsletter. A big thank you to Duane - this is 
the second rod he has donated to Flygirls!   

mailto:matukajenn@yahoo.com�
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Come to the Hendrickson Hatch May 13-15, 2016.  
This is a great time to get back on the water after a 
winter’s rest, unless you were 
one of the hardy cold weather 
anglers, or headed south during 
the winter.  For $195 you will 
get two nights of lodging at the 
historic Fuller’s North Branch 
Outing Club, pizza Friday night, 
dinner at the lodge Saturday 
evening, and 2  breakfasts. Join 
us Friday afternoon/evening as 
we will be tying some flies that 
we can use to fish on Saturday 
(there is also a fly shop at the 
Inn) and discussing options for 
Saturday fishing.  

 

This is meant to be a relaxing 
and fishing weekend to spend 
time with old and new friends!  

      

It is a more informal event with 
groups forming to fish around the area on Saturday.  
This is the fourth year for the event, and it has been 
a wonderful weekend each year.  We filled the event 
last year with 14 attendees.   Chris Reese and Joy 
Lind will be hosting this event. 

Check out http://fullersnboc.com/ if you haven’t 
stayed there before.  Judy Fuller, the owner, is de-
lightful and enjoys sharing her lodge and its stories 
with us.  You may want to include a visit to the Cop-
per Fisherman if you haven’t met him. 

  

A $50 deposit reserves your spot.  To register con-
tact Chris Reese chrisreese43@gmail.com.   

 

Hendrickson Hatch on Au Sable @ Fullers May 13-15th  

http://fullersnboc.com/�
mailto:chrisreese43@gmail.com�
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The concept of the Tie-a-thon is 
simple. Pick one fly pattern 
from the list below, tie 100 of 
the same pattern and donate 
them. All the flies this year will 
go to Casting for Recovery of 
Michigan. This non-profit 
agency teaches women to fly 
fish in order to provide them 
with a therapeutic sport to pro-
mote healing, both physical and 
mental. Flies will be given to 
ladies attending their camp and 
then they fish the hell out of 
‘em!  

These are the flies we ask you 
to tie (tie 100 flies of one pat-
tern/one hook size): 

Fly - Hook Size 

                   Adams 14 

Ant 18-20 

Beetles 14-18 

BlueWing Olive Emerger 18-22 

Caddis Nymph 16-18Clouser’s Minnow 8 

Cone-Head white rabbit leeches 4-6 

Elk Hair Caddis 14-16 

Griffith Gnat 20-22 

Hare’s Ear 12-14 

Mickey Finn 8 

    Nuke Eggs 8-10 

Pheasant Tail 14-16  

Soft Hackle 14-16 

Woolly Bugger 10 

You can email Tim Scott (timelscott@gmail.com) 
with a quick message of what pattern you are willing 
to tie; we like to keep track so we get a good invento-
ry as we go along.  

Stay tuned for an update in our next newsletter for 
our spring wrap-up (in April) and celebratory lunch-
eon in Elkhart, IN. 

All flies can be sent to: Tim Scott, 711 Forest Ave. 
South Bend, IN 46616 

TIE A THON ENTERS ITS 10TH YEAR!  
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Flygirls!!  We are putting together scrapbooks for the 20th    
Anniversary Celebration in 2016. 

 
 
A history time-line of everything Flygirls has done for past 20 years.  
If you have any photos and news articles for our scrapbooks, please 
post them to http://flygirls20.snapfish.com/snapfish/otsc+SYE/
otsi=WCR 
Access Code:  110514 
 
Make sure you include the date, event and names of the participants.  
 
If you have any questions, please contract Fran Hocking @ franjhock-
ing@yahoo.com 2016 

Join the Flygirls August 5 – 7 as we pursue smallmouth 
on the Manistee River below Tippy Dam, or trout on the 
Pere Marquette River.  At this time of year, the bass are 
aggressively feeding on terrestrials and crayfish, and 
the trout are feeding on hoppers.  The weather the week 
prior to the trip will dictate which should be the most 
productive river to fish.  Two anglers will then pair up 
with a guide to float either river.   

We will be staying at Coyote Crossing near Cadillac, 
which will put us near both rivers. They have two bed-
room cabins with kitchenettes for breakfast and a res-
taurant for a group dinner on Friday.  Each cabin can 

hold 4 anglers. 

 

The cost of the trip is $335 and will include two nights 
lodging (Friday and Saturday nights), one day float with 
Hawkins Outfitters on Saturday, and dinner on Satur-
day night.  There will be an option to float on Sunday 
either half or full day for an additional cost.  Not includ-
ed in the cost are dinner Friday night, breakfast Satur-
day and Sunday, snacks, and tip. 

 

If interested, please contact Jenn Nelson at 
matukajenn@yahoo.com to 
reserve your space. This 
trip is limited to 10 anglers, 
so spaces should fill quick-
ly! 
A $100 deposit will be re-
quired to reserve your spot.  
$50 of the deposit is nonre-
fundable if we cannot fill 
your space should you have 
to cancel. 

Smallmouth Bass on the Manistee– August 5-7th  

mailto:franjhocking@yahoo.com�
mailto:franjhocking@yahoo.com�
mailto:franjhocking@yahoo.com�
mailto:franjhocking@yahoo.com�
mailto:matukajenn@yahoo.com�
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In case someone asks 
you for gift ideas this 
holiday season --- tell 
them you need a float 
tube and flippers!   
There are a lot of fun 
lakes in the Grayling 
area, and they are 
best fished from a 
"belly boat".  
  
We are pleased to add 
a Grayling Area Lake 
Fishing event to the 
schedule for 2016.  
It's been a few years 
since we've had a 
lake event, and we're 
happy that we are 
able to offer two 
nights lodging in the newly renovated guest quar-
ters at the Old Au Sable Fly Shop for a very reason-
able price.  
  
Many of you remember Joan English and share her 
fondness for Wakeley Lake.  
 
Wakeley is also one of my favorite lakes to fish.  It 
has a short June 15 - August 31 season, all artifi-
cial, all catch and release.  You will catch MON-
STER bluegill, and expect many bass also.  There 
are some very large pike in the lake.  I had someone 
swear to me that he caught a 35-inch pike - but we 
all know how fishermen measure things.  I'd say it 
was no bigger than 32 inches. 
  
Nearby Kneff Lake/Twin Lake provides awesome 
pan fishing (and you can keep what you catch 
there), and of course, the Au Sable river is very 
close by.  Other recommended lakes to explore in-
clude Jones Lake in Frederic (catch and re-
lease) and Big Bradford Lake in Waters, known for 
panfish and smallmouth bass. 
  
Friday, July 15th - Sunday, July 17th, $65 for two 
nights lodging and snacks. Lunch and dinner not 
included. 
  
Hope you can join us at the Old Au Sable Lodge.  
Contact Lisa Pais-
ley, lmpaisley@yahoo.com to secure your spot with 
a $35 deposit.  

Grayling Area Lake Fishing Event  July 15-17th  

 

Joan English  
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If you want to help out, contact any 
board member.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
NOW—IT’S A PARTY!!! 

 

FLYGIRLS WILL BE CELEBRATING 

 

OUR 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF GREAT FISHING, 

 

GREAT FRIENDS AND GREAT ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN  

 

IN FLYFISHING! 

 

When:  September 16-18th, 2016                                                                      Where:  Rockwell Lake Lodge, Luther MI  

 
 

Joy Lind’s Extra 
Special Dressing 
 
 
 
 
2T olive oil 
2T Fustini's  Sicilian 
lemon balsamic vinegar ( this is the key ingredient1/2 tsp. 
basil 
1/2 tsp. oregano 
1/2 tsp. parsley 
1/8 tsp. or a few shakes of onion powder and garlic pow-
der  
1/4 tsp. Sumac from Spice  Merchants 
1/2 tsp. sugar 

Membership Info!  
To become a Flygirl you must first be a member of Federation of Fly 
Fishers. To join FFF, go to the website http://fedflyfishers.org/ and 
click on the link at the top of their page to JOIN.  You will be issued a 
card in the US Mail with your FFF# which is needed to join Flygirls.   
Sign on to the Flygirls website and provide your personal contact in-
formation there.    There is no cost to join Flygirls after you have paid 
to be a member of FFF. 

http://fedflyfishers.org/�
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Announcing Flygirls Raffle for 2016 

Flygirls is excited to announce this year’s raffle item! Duane McKenzie of Keystone Rod Company, Grayling, MI 
has donated a custom built bamboo rod. This beautiful 6’6” two-piece bamboo rod has a flamed finish, is a Dick-
erson taper for a 4 weight line, and has two tips. The rod is fitted with an Orvis CFO II reel with a floating line. 
This outfit is perfect for any of our Michigan trout streams and casts like a dream. Tickets are $5/each and avail-
able from Jenn Nelson. Send her a check payable to Flygirls of Michigan AND a self addressed/stamped envelope 
so she can return your purchased tickets. Jenn’s address is 731 S. Altadena, Royal Oak, MI 48067. Good luck!! 
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Flygirls put another year in the books for fishing and 
capped the season off with a fall outing in Wellston at 
Schmidt’s Outfitters. We had 18 women that floated 
with guides and another 10 that waded. Two brand new 
members joined us after being introduced to the sport 
and Flygirls in June at our beginner’s class.  

The weekend started out nice a as we all gathered in the 

conference center to enjoy a light meal 
and get acquainted. There was a buzz in 
the air as many of the newer people were 
getting their lines rigged for the morning 
start and deciding where to fish the next 
morning. 

Saturday morning those that were with 
guides were picked up at the lodge and 
the rest of us met at the shop. All were 
on the river early to catch the elusive 
Steelhead.  All of the anglers that were 
with Ann Miller and me were vigilant but 
the only quarry that was in the river to 
target was salmon. A couple of people 
had some success; the conditions were 
just not easy.  With the sun high in the 
sky and many anglers, the conditions 
were tough.  

 

Saturday evening, we once again gath-
ered at the conference center for dinner 
and our annual fund raiser. This is one of two events 

that raises money to support the activities that we hold 
throughout the year and also allows us to donate to oth-
er fishing groups such as Casting for Recovery and wa-
ter conservation efforts such as the Hydro fund that 
works to remove dams in our rivers, Huron Pines, An-
gler of the Au Sable to name a few.  Continued on the 
next page.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recap of  a Great Fall Fishing and Fundraising Weekend by Kelly Smith  

Kelly Smith Swinging for a fish!  
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What are you missing on Facebook—this came 
from Deb Freele.  This is how Flygirls do “hex”!  
There is great fishing information on the page as 
well as lots of fun stuff, 
pictures of great fish 
and postings of folks 
looking to “hook up” 
and fish!!! Join us 
there now.  It’s a closed 
group so find us on FB 
and ask to join!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To wrap up this article I just 
want to remind everyone that 
next year Flygirls celebrates its 
20th year. Our board is working 
hard to create an exciting event 
next September. Keep an eye 
out as we have booked an awe-
some lodge in northern Michi-
gan and will be giving more 
information as the year pro-
gresses. 

 

Hope to see you soon on a riv-
er!!! 

 

 

Kelly Smith, Theresa Van 
Eck & Melissa Jachim. 

Joy Lind  
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PAIR YOUR FAVORITE CLOTHING WITH  

YOUR FAVORITE LOGO!  
Ladies, do you want to show off your Flygirls membership!  A&W Embroidery has agreed to do individual em-
broidering for our Flygirls logo.  Ann Lessard, of A&S Embroidering & More will be handling our work and most 
recently did the work on latest Fly-fishing shirts.  She also embroiders hats, sweatshirts and tee’s and more. 

Ann has agreed to do individual requests. You will have to send the article of clothing to her directly and she 
will embroider the garment and send back to you.  You can contact her directly. 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
A&S Embroidery & More 
3483 Yellowstone Drive SW 
Grandville MI 49418 
  

It was all smiles at the Custer Weir on the banks of the 
Pere Marquette River in September. The clouds parted 
just in time as partners gathered to celebrate the com-
pletion of the new barrier-free river access site. Located 
just south of Custer in Mason County, the former sea 
lamprey barrier was an eyesore and safety concern. 
Seeing through the blight, Conservation Resource Alli-
ance (CRA) Biologist Kimberly Balke spotted a great 
opportunity. With the cooperation of many tremendous 
organizations and partners, the former ‘do not enter’ 
site now welcomes public access to all on the Pere Mar-
quette River, a world class fishery.  

 

Inspired by this success, CRA and partners are plan-
ning a busy 2016 field season. With five road/stream 
crossing upgrades and even more streambank stabiliza-
tion projects scheduled, the river will be literally flowing 
with activity. Partners from the Mason-Lake Conserva-
tion District, Lake County Road Commission, U.S. For-
est Service and private landowners are all pitching in to 
help. CRA coordinated work will begin at a historic log 
slide near Ludington. Although a log hasn’t rolled down 
this bank in over a hundred years, the exposed soils 
drive a substantial amount of sediment into the stream.  
 

CRA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization that relies on 
grants, donations, and sup-
porting members to keep 
them strong as well as to 
fund projects. To learn more 
about this conservation 
partner and how you can 
help, visit www.rivercare.org 
or call Matt Thomas, CRA 
Development Coordinator at 
(231)946-6817. 
 
https://www.rivercare.org/
about-cra 
 

 

Pere Marquette River Access Improvement 

Conservation 
Resource Alli-
ance is support-
ed by you 
through Flygirls.  
We’ll be featuring 
articles from or-
ganizations to 
whom Flygirls 
contributes.  

http://www.rivercare.org�
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