
                                                                                                                                                                May 2015   

Find us on Facebook  
And @ http://flygirls.ws/ 

Flygirls of Michigan, Inc. is 
dedicated to providing women 
with educational, recreational, 
and stewardship opportunities 
in the sport of fly fishing. 

From the President by Ann Miller Inside this issue: 

President: 
Ann Miller 
annrmiller@aol.com 
 
Secretary  
Chris Reese 
chris.reese43@gmail.com 
 
Education Chair:  
Nancy Lounds 
yoopnnancy@aol.com 
 
Treasurer: 
Jenn Nelson  
matukajenn@yahoo.com 
 
Membership Chair: 
 
Funding Raising Chair: 
Julie Capra  
julesrae@yahoo.com 
 
Communications Chair: 
Belinda Friis 
bafriis@comcast.net 
 
Webmaster & Social Media: 
Cristina Pellerano 
cri5miss@yahoo.com  
Deb Freele 
freele@sympatico.ca  
 
Board Members: 
Dorothy Schramm 
jdschramm@oceana.net 
Colleen Jenkins  
crowjenkins@comcast.net 
Donna Smith  
dpnpjsmith2000@sbcglobal.net 
Kelly Smith  
xstreamangler@gmail.com 
Sarah Ehinger  
svandelfzijl@gmail.com 
Joy Lind 
joy@spectero.net 
Lisa Paisley 
lmpaisley@yahoo.com  
 
 
Flygirls is a 100% International 
Federation of  Fly Fishers Or-
ganization club.  

Spring at last! I hope all of you have been able to 
make it to a river or stream to wet a line in celebra-
tion and in recognition that trout season is here! I 
went out for a short time on Opening Day - tempera-
tures peaked 46 degrees in SW Michigan and there 
were rain showers most of the day. I was able to 
dodge most of the heavier stuff and fish a section of 
my home waters (Dowagiac Creek). I didn’t expect 
any hatches and didn’t see any either. I turned one 
fish with a tiny muddler pattern, but it didn’t really 
matter. I was in the water with rod in hand, search-
ing pockets and banks for trout. All was well. 
 
The newsletter is full of upcoming events this spring 
- some are already full but some have openings, so 
don’t delay in signing up. Many women join Flygirls 
and ‘bravely’ come to these events solo, only to make 
new life-long friends! Yikes!! I encourage you to be 
one of the brave, sign up for an outing, and meet 
someone else who is just as nutty and passionate 
about fly fishing. It doesn’t matter if you are 
‘seasoned’ or new to the sport - all levels are equally 
represented in the club.  
 
Flygirls is starting to plan for our 20th Anniversary 
celebration. We haven’t finalized anything yet, but 
are thinking of a nice dinner/banquet format mid-
state with some awesome auction items, slide show, 
and more. Stay tuned for details in an upcoming 
newsletter. Meanwhile, we really need your help in 
putting together a scrapbook for the event. Fran Hocking is heading this up and needs 
your photos, either in printed or digital format, from the past 20 years of Flygirls. This is 

going to be very exciting and will showcase our club over two 
decades! Do your best to include location, event, year, and 
names with faces - but send them along even if you can’t re-
member everything. We will do our best to fill in the missing 
pieces. Contact Fran via email: franjhocking@yahoo.com - OR - 
send her copies of your photos: 1138 Calpernia , Wixom MI 
48393. Because the scrapbook is ‘permanent’ Fran will NOT be 
able to return photos. This project will take Fran several 
months so please get those photos to her sooner than later!          
  
Continued on Page 8.  
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Event Location Cost 2015 Contact 

Winter Retreat Hankerd Inn, Pleas-
ant Lake  MI 

$150 Feb 7-9 Donna Smith 

Midwest Fly Fishing 
Expo 

Warren, MI Volunteers Needed March 14-15th Jenn Nelson 

Ultimate Sports 
Show 

Grand Rapids Volunteers needed March 20-21 Chris Reese 

Fullers Hendrickson 
Outing 

Fullers NBOC 
Lovells, MI 

$195 includes 2 nights 
lodging, 2 breakfast  & 

dinners 

May 15-17thth Chris Reese 

Au Sable River Out-
ing 

Wa Wa Sum $50 Deposit-$150 total May 31- 
June 3 

Colleen Jenkins 

Beginner Flyfishing 
School 

Fullers NBOC 
Lovells, MI 

$450 June 5-7th Nancy Lounds 

Pere Marquette 
Trout Fishing 

Camping- Gleasons 
Landing Baldwin 

  

$20  (inexpensive, cost 
to camp and meals on 
your own or we’ll all 
bring food to share) 

June 12-14 Belinda Friis 

GLC Flyfishing 
School and Fair 

Roscommon, MI June 12-14   GLC www.fffglc.org 

Smallmouth Outing Coyote Crossing 
Cadillac & Hawkins 

Outfitters 

$300 
Full 

July 24-26th Jenn Nelson 

Smallmouth Float- Flushing, MI ½ guide ($212.50)plus 
tip 

August 8 Belinda Friis 
  

Au Sable River 
Clean-up 

Gates Au Sable 
Lodge 

No Cost-Volunteers 
Needed 

Sept 12th Colleen Jenkins 

 
Annual Meeting Fall 

Steelhead 
  

Schmidt’s Wellston 
MI 

TBD October 9-11th Kelly Smith 

GLC Fly Tying Expo Lansing, MI Volunteers Needed   Julie Capra 

http://www.fffglc.org�
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Membership Info!  
To become a Flygirl you must first be a 
member of Federation of Fly Fishers. To 
join FFF, go to the website http://
fedflyfishers.org/ and click on the link at 
the top of their page to JOIN.  You will be 
issued a card in the US Mail with your 
FFF# which is needed to join Flygirls.   Sign 
on to the Flygirls website and provide your 
personal contact information there.    There 
is no cost to join Flygirls after you have 
paid to be a member of FFF. 

Interested in Fighting Fatties Like the One Below— Sign up for a 
Float in SE Michigan  August 8th  by  Belinda Friis  

  This year we’ve got 4 boats reserved through Schultz 
Outfitters for August 8th.  We moved it back a bit in an 
attempt to avoid some of the massive rain outs that 
seem to be occurring in June and July.   If you’re inter-
ested in joining us for a day of fishing please send me 
your deposit of $106.50 which is 1/2 the cost of the of 
the float.  There is a slight uptick this year in pricing 
for the float which is now $425 for  the boat.   Your fi-
nal payment of $106 will be due July 11th.   

  Please send your check made payable to the Flygirls 
to  Belinda Friis @ 7388 Meadowridge Circle, West 
Bloomfield 48322 and email me at bafriis@comcast.net  
to let me know its coming.   

   Once you’re signed up the spot is yours and you will 
be obligated to pay the full float price unless we can 
find a person to take your spot.  This is just like reserv-
ing a trip with a guide.   Final payment will be due July 
11h.   

19 inches of pure fun!  
PAIR YOUR FAVORITE CLOTHING WITH  

YOUR FAVORITE LOGO!  
Ladies, do you want to show off your Flygirls membership!  A&W 
Embroidery has agreed to do individual embroidering for our 
Flygirls logo.  Ann Lessard, of A&S Embroidering & More will be 
handling our work and most recently did the work on latest Fly-
fishing shirts.  She also embroiders hats, sweatshirts and tee’s and 
more. 

Ann has agreed to do individual requests. You will have to send 
the article of clothing to her directly and she will embroider the 
garment and send back to you.  You can contact her directly. 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
A&S Embroidery & More 
3483 Yellowstone Drive SW 
Grandville MI 49418 
 
Tel:  616-291-0943 

Email: ann@westmichiganembroidery.com 

www.outdoorembroidery.com 
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 I'm Deb Freele, but many of my friends call me, "Bear", 
but that's another story.  I grew up in Michigan,   
Grosse Pointe Woods to be more precise.   I now live in 
London, Ontario, Canada.   
 
I started fishing with my dad when I was probably 
around two, on Harson's Island.  I'd catch blue gills 
from the boat well.  As I grew older and a little more 
self-sufficient, my dad would take me out in the boat, 
on Lake St. Clair.  The deal was I had to bait my own 
hooks, remove my own fish and clean ALL of them.  
None of that was a deterrent...which was good.  It 
meant I had my dad all to myself on those occasions.   
My sister wouldn't touch a worm to save her life. Those 
were also some of my best childhood memories.    

 

Turn the page a few decades later...married.  I didn't 
fish much in my adult years.  Too busy raising four 
children.    I always wanted to fly fish, but just never 
knew anyone else who did, until 2001, when one my 
work buddies was whining about it being his birthday 
and he wanted to go fishing.  Lucky for me, he didn't 
drive a car, so I made a deal with him.  "I'll take you 
anywhere you want to go, if you just show me how to 
catch a fish on a fly rod."    He took the bait!   After 
fumbling around on a local stream for a few hours in 
the pouring rain, in mid October,  I hooked my very first 
fish on a fly... a large, VERY fresh from Lake Huron, 

chrome 
steelhead 
that made 
my reel 
scream, my 
adrenalin 
pump like 
never before 
and gave me 
the biggest 
45 second 
thrill of my 
life.  The fish 
leaped high, 
I didn't 
bow...the 
hook came 
free.  It did-
n't  matter 
one bit.   I 
was HOOKED FOREVER!   That was the start of my 
continuing addiction.   I joined everything I could.   
Took some lessons in fly tying and casting, joined the 
local fly fishing club. I was the first female member or 
rather the first one that stuck it out beyond the first 
couple of meetings.   I was also lucky that the local pro-
fessional guide, Ian Colin James,  a very funny Scots-
man, took an interest in me and mentored me, just 
fishing as friends a few continued on the next page.          

Meet Our Three Newest Board Members!  

I’m Lisa 
Paisley 
and I've 
enjoyed 
being a 
member of 
Flygirls for 
a few years 
now, and 
am happy 
to be join-
ing the 
board.  
 
I work for 
a company 
that's 
based in 
New York 
City, so I 
work from 
our office 
near Times 
Square 

once or twice a month.  When I'm not in NYC, I work 
from my home in Sterling Heights, or my cottage near 
Roscommon.   
 
Most of my weekends are spent on the water - usually 

kayaking or fishing.  I explored the Mason Tract a few 
weekends ago - I'd never been to Fisherman's Chapel 
before, it's very pretty.  When I'm not on the water, I 
spend time reading, traveling, and fixing up houses. 
 
This winter, I read Joan Wulff's New Fly-Casting Tech-
niques book.  (I'm still working on some of those cast-
ing techniques...)  One thing that I did quickly grasp is 
her philosophy that you can fish anywhere.  While the 
Au Sable, Pere Marquette, and our other rivers are 
amazing, there are many opportunities to fish local 
rivers, streams, lakes and ponds.  On my last trip to 
NYC, I searched out fly fishers in Central Park - and I 
met two!  The guys were really nice, loaning me a rod, 
and sharing some of their favorite spots to fish in the 
park. I'm looking forward to fishing the three lakes in 
the park on my next trip back.   Before I read Joan's 
book, I never would have expected that you could fly 
fish in Manhattan.  
 
Like many of you, I seem to collect fishing gear.  And if 
I'm going to fish NYC frequently, I'll need to buy anoth-
er rod...  Fortunately there is an Orvis store smack dab 
in the middle of the city. 
 
The picture of me is from Central Park, with Harlem 
Meer in the background.  Central Park fishing is catch 
and release.  The park has largemouth bass, pumpkin-
seeds, bluegills, pickerel and carp. 

http://www3.sympatico.ca/ianjames/�
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A big welcome to our new mem-
bers—hope to fish with you soon!   

Evelyn Adams, Grayslake, IL  
Angela Amthor Jenison, MI 

Linda Arnold-Lillibridge Grand Rapids, MI  
Catherine Beckman, Cincinnati, OH 
Jennifer Brown, Grand Haven, MI 

Lucy Brundage, Chicago, IL 
Lynn Francis, Flushing, MI 

Katherine Hammons, Belleville, MI  
Lynn Hawley, New Era, MI 

Diane Lange, E. Grand Rapids, MI 
Chris Lessway, Grayling, MI 

Kathleen Maciag, Clinton Twps., MI 
Jessica Oswald, St. Louse, MI 

Karen Potter-Witter 
John Ross, Holt, MI 

Stephen Ruelle, E. Lansing, MI 
Doreen Scott Frankfort, MI 
Darrell Scott, Frankfort, MI 
Charles Smith Baldwin, MI 
Leslie Wrixon, Beverly, Ma 
Lisa Yarema, Oxford, MI  

Cristina Pellerano hails from Miami, FL. She is a wife to one, a 
mother of two, and calls Ann Arbor, Michigan home. She is a 
Master's candidate at the University of Michigan School of In-
formation specializing in Social Media, and currently works as 
an IT Analyst. 
 
She is a self-proclaimed fly tying junkie. You can find her fre-
quenting Schultz Outfitters in Ypsilanti, and fishing her home 
water the Huron River.   
 
She plans to use her IT skills to increase Flygirls visibility in 
various on-line forums.  
 
Other interests including reading, painting, cooking all while 
rooting for the Red Wings and the Detroit Tigers.  

Continued from page 4. days each week, during those first 
few years.   A few years later I found myself the fly fishing 
club president.   

 
It took me a while to find Flygirls...or rather, figure out the 
benefit of joining them.  You see, I always thought the on-
ly difference between a male and female fly angler was 
how they did their personal business. I never saw the 
need to join a "women's" fly fishing group until I got 
passed up on a couple of trips I was asked to plan for a 
party of four.  Once I blew my stack and asked what the 
heck that was about, I was told, "We're uncomfortable 
asking a married woman along."                                                                                    

 

 My reply was that I just wanted to go fishing and I come 
with my own tent.   I realized that wasn't going to change 
anything.   That's when the light bulb went off and I real-
ized that there certainly was a place for Flygirls in my 
life.   I signed on and have been having a ball with them 
ever since.   

 
I am also keen on technology, gadgets, etc.   I love playing 
around on the computer on those days I can't go fishing.  
I'm 100% self-taught with regards to what I do.  I enjoy 
building and maintaining web pages.    I also like playing 
around a little bit with photography, Photoshop and I ad-
mit to playing a Military simulator game!   
 
I'm an avid outdoorsman or is that outdoorswoman?  Be-
sides fly fishing, I still love to camp, bird watch, hike and 
paddle, etc...but I have to admit that age and the odd mis-
hap is taking its toll on some of that.  I'm slowing down.  
I've learned that it's not a bad thing.  I sit and listen more 
and can hear the water and woods talk to me...so it 
doesn't take as long to find those fish.  
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Join Flygirls at Camp Wa Wa Sum on the banks of the 
“Holy Waters” of the Au Sable River in Grayling Michi-
gan. This outing will focus on fishing, think of it as 
“Fish Camp." This is a great time of year to fish these 
river hatches of Drakes, Sulphurs and Caddis flies. I 
plan on keeping these days focused on fishing and 
much as possible, it’s a wonderful time to hone in on 
your dry flies fishing. We prefer attendees have some 
experience fly fishing and wading in a river. Bring your 
fishing photos and stories to share your experiences 
with other Flygirls while kicking back in one of the 
rocking chair overlooking the Au Sable River. 
 
You may also want to book a float trip during your 
stay, don’t hesitate as guides fill spots early this time of 
the season. I highly recommended these guides listed 
below. If you book a float and would like to float with 
another Flygirl let me know and I’ll try to pair people 
up. The cost is not part of event and your own respon-
sibility. 

If you would like to take a canoe down the river we do 
have canoes available at no additional cost. 
 
Sleeping arrangements are dorm style, so bring your 
own bedding or sleeping bag and towels. We will have 
the use of refrigeration if needed, and you are welcome 
to bring food and adult beverages. I will be sending out 
a packing list and maps after registration is closed. 
 
I will send out more information as we get closer to 
date. 
 
Guide Services:  
Gates Au Sable Lodge  at  www.gateslodge.com  
Old Au Sable Fly Shop   at  www.oldausable.com 
Fuller’s North Branch Outing 
Club at  www.fullersnboc.com  

8TH ANNUAL AU SABLE RIVER OUTING AT WA WA SUM LODGE MAY 31ST 
TO JUNE 3 by Colleen Jenkins   

http://www.gateslodge.com/�
http://www.oldausable.com/�
http://www.fullersnboc.com/�
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Louis “Lou” Burhart, 64, of 
Monroe, passed away Satur-
day at University of Michigan 
Medical Center, Ann Arbor.  
Lou was born January 18, 
1951 in Monroe. He was the 
son of Alex and Rose (Costello) 
Burhart. He married Marjorie 
J. Hartley August 22, 
1970. He was an engineer for 
Chrysler; retiring in 2006. He 
also owned Brack Hill Tackle 
which made split bamboo fly 
rods.  
Lou was a member of Trout 
Unlimited and served as the 
vice president of the Ann Ar-
bor Chapter. He was also a 
member of Monroe Rod and 
Gun Club, Dundee Sportsman 
Club, NRA and a past member 
of Ducks Unlimited. Lou had 
many interests and hobbies 
throughout the years includ-
ing remote controlled air-

planes and cars, photography, collecting guns, playing golf, guitar and computers and of course all things 
fishing. He also enjoyed attending Jeep Jamborees. Lou and his closest friend built a cabin in Grayling for 
their families to enjoy. It was his favorite place to relax. Lou was known to say that he was “chief bottle 
washer and daycare provider” to his two grandchildren and he loved every minute of it.  
 
He is survived by his wife Marjorie Burhart of Monroe; two sons, Bryan Burhart and Adam (Stacy) Burhart 
both of Monroe; three brothers, Mark Burhart of Escondido, California, Matthew (Kim) Burhart of Franklin, 
Tennessee and Chris (Laurie) Burhart of Sylvania, Ohio and two grandchildren Grady and Elsie.  He is pre-
ceded in death by his parents.  
  
For those of you that might want to make a donation in Lou Burhart's name, you can do so to the Mason 
Griffin Founder chapter of Trout Unlimited: 
MGFTU  
P.O. Box 502  
Grayling, MI 49738 

Louis “Lou “ Burhart– Devoted Family Man, Skilled Angler                                 
and A Friend of  Flygirls–  

Flygirls!!  We are putting together scrapbooks for the, 20th Anniversary 
Celebration in 2016. 
A history time-line of everything Flygirls has done for past 20 years.  
If you have any photos and news articles for our scrapbooks, please 
send them to: 
 
Fran Hocking 
1138 Calpurnia, 
Wixom, MI 48393.  
Please print photos and identify the event and persons in photo. 
Photos & materials will not be returned. 
Or send digital photos to:  franjhocking@yahoo.com  

2016 

mailto:franjhocking@yahoo.com�
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GIVE BACK TO THE SPORT  AND THE AU SABLE AND HAVE SOME 
FUN  WITH OTHER FLYGIRLS!   

 

What:   Join the Anglers of  the Au Sable– clean up the river we all love!  

When:  Saturday September 12th 

Where:  Gates Au Sable Lodge  

Who:  Colleen Jenkins has agreed to organize our volunteer effort and if  we 
have enough participants, assist with organizing group camping, for those 
who want to camp,  at Keystone Campground.  Bring your cigars and adult 
beverages!  Oh, and a tent.  Or just join us for the day!   

President’s Column Continued from pg. 1.  We have a couple of openings for our Beginning Fly Fishing School still. 
Contact Nancy Lounds if you are interested (yoopnnancy@aol.com). This is THE best way to learn fly fishing - you 
are on the river each day, learning from experts, and immersed in all things fly fishing. This comprehensive 
school is a bargain at $450 as it includes meals, lodging, instruction, and printed materials. Grab a friend and 
sign up - we have gear also so no need to invest before you try out the school. 
 
The Wa Wa Sum outing also has a couple of openings. This outing is held at the historic  Wa Wa Sum camp on 
the Au Sable River. Meals, lodging, and camaraderie are all included for $150. Contact Colleen Jenkins for more 
information: crowjenkins@comcast.net.  
 
The Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited has invited Flygirls to their 
50th Anniversary celebration. The event 
will be held on the Muskegon River at 
the Loomis Lodge on June 5-7. Craig 
Mathews of Blue Ribbon Flies will be on 
hand to demonstrate the Tenkara meth-
od of fly fishing, Kevin Feenstra will of-
fer casting demonstrations, Becca 
Schlaff and David Ruimveld will be on 
hand with their artwork, and more. 
There will be a drawing for a hand craft-
ed bamboo rod by Winston Binney and 
original artwork by David Ruimveld. 
The event is free, but if you plan to at-
tend dinner there is a cost and reserva-
tions are needed. Looks like a terrific 
weekend if you want to stop by or be 
there for the entire weekend. Contact 
Terry Wittorp for more information 
(terryflyfish@hotmail.com) or visit the 
website: 
http://www.kvctu.org/event/50th-
anniversary-of-kvctu/. 
 
It’s the start of a new trout season - 
that means do something new! Fish 
new waters, try a new technique, make 
a friend, take a kid fishing... Or all of the above. Enjoy it all and see you on the river!  Ann Miller 

mailto:yoopnnancy@aol.com�
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SIGN UP OPEN FOR FALL MEETING, FISHING AND FUN FUNDRAISER!  
 NEW VENUE AND TIME-October 9-11th @ Schmidt's Outfitters, Wellston  

Ladies, to keep  it fresh and new our annual fall meet-
ing/fundraiser will be held  at Schmidt’s Outfitters 918 
Seaman Road, Wellston, MI 49689   We have reserved 
all of their guides plus two more from Hawkins Outfit-
ters and all the lodging Schmidt’s has to offer, plus a 
couple of more cabins in the area. 

Here is the agenda for the weekend.  

     Friday late afternoon/early evening meet & greet at 
Schmidt’s conference center a light snack/dinner will 
be provided. At that time we can pair you up with peo-
ple to fish if you don’t have a guide reserved.  

    Saturday  during the day you will either fish on your 
own or go with a guide (if reserved) the day.  

    Saturday evening we will have an Italian dinner pro-
vided by your board members and following the dinner 
we will start our Annual raffle/fund raisers. We ask 
that everyone bring a $15 dollar gift to place on the raf-
fle table. Julie Capra & Joy Lind are already collecting 
some really cool and interesting Bucket raffle items so 
save some money for the after dinner entertainment. 

   There are three registration options for the week-
end:   

   (1)  One full day guided trip, two nights lodging 
(double occupancy) & food will be $350.  Guide spots 
are nearly full. Ladies, if you are going with a guide 
I will need A $200 deposit by June 15, 2015. Once 
your deposit is received your spot is yours. This is a 
non-refundable deposit. This is just like if you were re-
serving a guide on your own.  

    (2)  Two nights lodging (double occupancy) & Food 
will be $130.   A deposit of $60 is due by June 15, 
2015 and it is NON REFUNDABLE. 

   (3)  Dinner Friday & Saturday only. $30 with your 
registration.  The deadline for food only is  Oct 3, 
2015. 

Please contact me directly for any and all inquir-
ies. DO NOT CONTACT SCHMIDTS OUTFITTERS!!!!  
SPOTS WILL BE FILLED ON A FIRST COME BASIS.  

If you have any question please contact Kelly Smith at 
xstreamangler@gmail.com or 586-206-0349. 

 

Please include the following in your registration:  (1) 
check made out to Flygirls, in the correct amount of 
deposit, (2) an email address and telephone # where 
you can be reached, (3) an emergency number just in 
case we need to contact someone on your behalf, and 
(4) if you have a cabin roommate, please provide that 
name.  

 

 

 

 

 

S
ch

m
id
t’s lo

d
g
in
g
  

REGISTRATION  

 

Name:   ____________________________________________ 

 

Telephone # ________________________________________ 

 

Email: # ___________________________________________ 

 

Emergency Contact: ________________________________ 

 

Preferred Cabin mate: 
_______________________________ 

 

If floating, and you have a float part-
ner:__________________________________________________ 

Check Payable to Flygirls in correct amount ($200, 
$60, or $30), mail to : 

Kelly Smith  

9101 Parameter Ave NE 

Rockford, MI 49341 

mailto:xstreamangler@gmail.com�
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How long have you been doing it? 
 
Our first round of raising Salmon was the 2013-
2014 school year and we released 64 salmon into 
the Grand River in Grand Rapids.  This year we 
estimate that we will release 125 salmon at the end 
of May. 
 
Generally, what was involved in getting started 
and maintaining it? 
 
The first year involved us attending workshops at 
the Wolf Creek Hatchery.  While there, we were giv-
en a copious amount of supplies and information 
about the program ranging from classroom educa-
tional materials to firsthand accounts of other 
Salmon in the Classroom participants.  Upon com-
pletion of this one time class we receive a Scientific 
Collectors Permit which allows us to pick up our 
eggs at a local hatchery. 
 
The next big hurdle was the equipment required which 
include a 75 gallon tank, filtration system and chiller 
unit to keep the water at about 52 degrees.  For that we 
have to thank the Schrems West Michigan Trout Unlim-
ited Chapter for sponsoring us.  They continue their 
support by offering materials and assistance when 
needed throughout the process of raising our salmon. 
 
Finally comes the question of maintaining it.  This 
couldn’t be done without the entire school.  I originally 
started this program with my classroom in mind but the 
idea of keeping such an amazing experience to just one 
classroom seemed so selfish…perhaps that is the angler 
in me.  I wanted this to be school wide so our tank is 
kept in a central location.  Classrooms take over the 

weekly responsibility of feeding the salmon.  Water 
changing is handled by our amazing principal, Dave 
Turcotte. 
 
How do the kids get engaged and their response? 
 
The students are so excited when the eggs arrive.  They 
gather around the tank often to observe the daily pro-
gress of the sac fry as they start to swim on their own.  
Once the salmon have buttoned up, classrooms sign up 
to care for the Salmon on a weekly basis.  They must 
feed the salmon 3-4 times daily throughout their week.    
 
What do you love about it? 
 
What I love most is the excitement it generates.  I love 
watching from down the hall a group of kids circled 
around the tank discussing the fish… which one is 
strongest and the little one that everyone looks out for.  
I love the enthusiastic child that runs up to me to let 
me know that the salmon are hatching.    
 
 
What can Flygirls do to help, and what is involved 
in a release? 
 
Our Salmon release date is May 27.  During this time 
we have to acclimate the fish to the river slowly which 
takes about 5-10 minutes per fish.  We have several 
fishermen and myself in the water to help with this 
while others are placing the salmon in a bag, keeping 
count of them, wrangling kids out of the water, etc.   
One of my biggest wishes is to have kids try fly casting.  
Many of these kids have fished with spinning reels but 
it’s a rarity that they have fly fished.   
 
I would love to have an area where One of my biggest 
wishes is to have kids try fly casting.  Many of these   
Continued on next page.     

Flygirl Melissa Jachim, Teacher at Knapp Charter Academy, Grand Rapids, 
Tells Us about  Salmon in the Classroom and How We Can Help!  
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kids have fished with spinning reels but it’s a rari-
ty that they have fly fished.  I would love to have 
an area where the kids could try their hand at 
casting a rod into the ponds at Riverside and per-
haps a few parents too.           

    

The other station I have ready to go is for  identify-
ing organisms (larva/nymphs). It would be nice to 
have some helpers collect the sediment samples 
and help students sift through them to look for 
organisms to identify.  

 

 

Advice From a River  

 
Dear friend, 

Go with the flow 
Be thoughtful of those downstream 

Slow down and meander 
Follow the path of least resistance  

For rapid success. 
 

Immerse yourself in nature, 
Trickling streams, 

Roaring waterfalls, 
Sparkles of light dancing water. 

Delight in life's adventures around every bend 
Let difficulties stream away. 

 
Live simply and gracefully in your own True Nature 

Moving, flowing, allowing, 
Serene and on course 

It takes time to carve the beauty of the canyon 
Rough waters become smooth 

Go around the obstacles 
Stay current 

 

The beauty in in the journey! 

Ilan Shamir  

What are you missing on Facebook—this came 
from Deb Freele.  This is how Flygirls do “hex”!  
There is great fishing information on the page 
as well as lots of fun stuff, pictures of great 
fish and postings of 
folks looking to 
“hook up” and fish!!! 
Join us there now.  
It’s a closed group so 
find us and FB and 
ask to join!  
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DNR ADVISES CAUTION TO   
PREVENT SPREAD OF OAK WILT   

DISEASE 
 

For most people, April 15 is the annual tax-filing 
deadline. For people like Roger Mech – and other for-
est health professionals – April 15 also marks the be-

ginning of the yearly window when oak wilt can be 
transmitted from diseased to healthy red oak trees. 

According to Mech, forest health monitoring program 
manager for the Michigan Department of Natural Re-
sources' Forest Resources Division, oak wilt is a seri-
ous disease of oak trees. It mainly affects red oaks, 
including northern red oak, black oak and pin oak. 
Red oaks often die within a few weeks after becoming 
infected.  "The normal time-tested advice is to pre-
vent oak wilt by not pruning or otherwise 'injuring' 
oaks from April 15 to July 15," Mech said. 
 
He added that the spread of oak wilt occurs during 
this time of year as beetles move spores from fungal 
fruiting structures on the trees killed last year by oak 
wilt to wounds on healthy oaks. As warmer weather 
melts away snow and ice, the beetles that move oak 
wilt become active. 
 
“Unfortunately, many learn not to prune or otherwise 
wound trees from mid-April to mid-July only after 
they lose their oaks to oak wilt,” he said. 
 
A common question the DNR is hearing this year is, 
“Can we push the April 15 day back a week or two 
because of the cold winter?” 
 
Mech says that isn’t an option.  
 
“It doesn’t matter how cold it was this winter,” he 
said. “It only takes a few 50-degree or warmer days 
for both the beetles and fungus to become active. We 
have already had warmer weather in many parts of 
the state.” 
 
Spring is a popular time for people to move firewood 
to vacation properties and other locations. During 
this April-to-July period, Mech said that it's vital not 
to move wood from oak wilt-killed trees. These trees 
are often cut into firewood and moved, sometimes 
many miles from their original locations. Any wound-
ing of oaks in this new location can result in new oak 
wilt infections as beetles move spores from the dis-
eased firewood to fresh wounds on otherwise healthy 
trees. 
 
The DNR recommends that anyone who suspects 
they have oak wilt-tainted firewood should cover it 
with a plastic tarp all the way to the ground, leaving 
no openings. This keeps the beetles away and gener-

ates heat 
inside 
the tarp, 
helping 
to de-
stroy the 
fungus. 
Once the 
bark 
loosens 
on the 
firewood, 
the dis-
ease can 
no long-
er be 
spread. 
 
New oak wilt sites have been traced to spring and 
early summer wounding from tree-climbing spikes, 
rights-of-way pruning, nailing signs on trees and ac-
cidental tree-barking (a wound created when bark is 
removed via impact from equipment, falling trees and 
other causes). If an oak is wounded during this criti-
cal time, the DNR advises residents to cover the 
wound immediately with either a tree-wound paint or 
a latex paint to help keep beetles away. 
 
Once an oak is infected, the fungus moves to neigh-
boring red oaks through root grafts. Oaks within ap-
proximately 100 feet of each other – depending on the 
size of the trees –  have connected or grafted root sys-
tems. Left untreated, oak wilt will continue to move 
from tree to tree, progressively killing more red oak 
over an increasingly larger area.  
 
To minimize the risk of oak wilt infection caused by 
logging damage, the DNR prohibits cutting of red oak 
trees on state land between April 15 and July 15. 
This helps protect red oak trees left after thinning 
from damage that could lead to infection. 
 
The DNR recommends private forest landowners ex-
ercise caution during this period and, whenever pos-
sible, delay harvesting activity in oak forests until 
after July 15 to reduce the risk of oak wilt. 
 
For more information on the background, symptoms 
and prevention of oak wilt, visit  
http://na.fs.fed.us/pubs/howtos/ht_oakwilt/identify
_pre-
vent_and_control_oak_wilt_print.pdfhttp://na.fs.fed.
us/pubs/howtos/ht_oakwilt/identify_prevent_and_co
ntrol_oak_wilt_print.pdf. 
 
To report a suspected oak wilt site, email DNR-FRD-
Forest-Health@michigan.gov or call 517-284-5895.  
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Fourteen of us gathered again at Fuller’s North Branch 
Outing Club (NBOC) for a weekend of fishing, camara-
derie, enjoying the ambiance of the area, and the 
charming old historical fishing lodge.  This is a picture 
of the Fuller’s NBOC dining room when the Club 
opened in 1916.  After the state of Michigan nominated 
it, the US Department of the Interior approved NBOC 
for the register of Historic Places in 2002.  It was fun to 
see their little museum and register of people who have 
stayed there.  On the right we are gathered Friday night  

 

in the dining room for food and to begin planning Sat-
urday’s fishing adventures. 

We saw bugs rising, had some beautiful weather, and 
caught fish.  There was a group from Trout Unlimited 
there at the same time and we had fun swapping sto-
ries.  We fished some of the usual places, including one 
of my favorites, Dam Four.  One year Julie Capra 
caught a red-winged blackbird and this year I caught a 

northern water snake.  Fortunately most of what we 
caught were fish, lots of pretty Brook Trout and a few 
others.  And no – I did not hook the snake.  There are 
still fish there and it is still a beautiful magical place.  
Several of the group also visited the Copper Man 
(second from the left below) on their wade, another fa-

vorite place.  We all have memories and stories from 
the places we fish. 

We are already reserved for the weekend May 13-15 
2016 (the weekend after Mother’s Day). 

 

Hendrickson Hatch Outing at Fullers May 2015, by Chris Reese 

Courtesy of NBOC  



Issue 2-2015 

14 Flygirls                                                                                                                                                                                   

Your Local River Needs You:  Here Are Some Opportunities to Give                   
Back to the Sport we Love  

Clinton   
River  

Two days of clean-up– May 16 and 
August 15th.  Check their web site 
for further details.  
http://www.hrwc.org/events/ 

Annual clean up— September 12, 2015 

2015 Clean up dates to be announced– check their web site 
@ http://kalamazooriver.org/ 

11th Annual Board-
man River Clean 
Sweep: Saturday 
May 30st, 2015 
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If you want to help out, contact any 
board member.   

Ultimate Sport Show Re Cap  
The  Flygirls at 
the Grand Rapids 
Ultimate Sport 
Show in March 
had a good time 
there again this 
year.  It is always 
fun to meet other 
women interested 
in fly fishing, 
most had never 
heard of Flygirls.  
We even had 
some guys stop 

by who had wives or girlfriends who wanted to fish, but not with 
them.  Melissa Jachim and Joy Lind met the Grand River Fly 
Tyers we shared a booth with and Joy learned at least one new 
fly.  Melissa is a teacher who has a Salmon in the Classroom 
program in the Grand Rapids area.  
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