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Find us on Facebook  
And @ http://flygirls.ws/ 

Flygirls of Michigan, Inc. is 
dedicated to providing 
women with educational, 
recreational, and steward-
ship opportunities in the 
sport of fly fishing. 

From the President by Ann Miller Inside this issue: 

Despite the cold and unbelievable amount of snow this season, it’s been a 
busy winter for Flygirls. The winter retreat was well attended and all partici-
pants agreed that the Hankerd Inn was a fabulous place for this event. The 
bed and breakfast, tucked out in the country north of Jackson, was spacious 
yet homey, with plenty of Americana touches of decor and most importantly… 
fabulous meals. When we weren't tying flies, we gathered around the fireplace 
to share stories and snacks. Jen Ripple had an informative presentation on 
Saturday evening, discussing her new online publication Dun Magazine: A 
New Rise in Fly Fishing (find it at dunthemagazine.com). Thank you to Donna 

Smith and Mary Pearce for organizing and running 
this fabulous event. 
 
Many of you volunteered in the Flygirls booth at the 
Michigan Fly Fishing Expo in Warren. What a great 
annual event and thanks again to Jenn Nelson for 
organizing the booth and the volunteers! For some 
reason it seemed extra special this year, maybe due to 
the state-wide cabin fever. We had lots of people stop 
by our booth for information and to purchase raffle 
tickets for the beautiful bamboo rod (Keystone Rod 
Company) and reel (Gates Fly Shop). I thank each and 
every one of you that purchased tickets; I know in 
your heart that you were certain you were going to 
win (as was I). The lucky winner purchased just one 
ticket at the show:  Bob Zickgraf of Marysville, MI. 
Bob has been fishing since the 1960’s and is now 72. 
His favorite waters are the South Branch of the Au 
Sable, the Pere Marquette, the Manistee, and the 
Muskegon. Bob is 72 years old and when his wife 
handed him the phone to let him know that he won, 
he couldn’t believe it. Apparently Bob has never won 
anything in his life and immediately called everyone he knew to share the big news. He’s 
never fished a bamboo rod before and had been trying for a few years to convince his fis-
hing buddy to string up his dad’s antique rod. Congratulations Bob and to all of you that 
purchased tickets. Money earned from the raffle will support Casting for Recovery as well 
as several conservation groups here in Michigan. 

 
Flygirls also had a fly tying school in March. This was our second tying 
school and it was again held at the Airport Hilton in Grand Rapids. 
The intermediate section was taught by Dennis Potter and the begin-
ners by Donna Smith. Assistants included Julie Nielsen, Nancy 
Lounds, and Inge Schrey. By all accounts this was a successful and 
fun weekend and we look forward to hosting it again in 2017.        
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In case you missed 
this existing news— 
Our own Dorothy 
Schramm was hon-
ored at the 2013 
IFF FFly Fishing 
Fair!  This is a re-
print of an article 
that appeared in 
the FFF’s Flyfisher 
and was written by 
Pat Olgesby. 

What are you missing on Face-
book—this came from Colleen 
Jenkins— what an awesome 
sunset on the Au Sable.  Take a 
moment when you’re fishing 
and see what lovely surprises 
nature has for you and go to 
our Facebook page and join us 
there!   

The Arnold Gingrich Memorial Life Award is 
presented to that person of outstanding 
achievement in any of several areas that are 
part of, or related to, the sport and science of 
fly fishing.  Those areas include angling writ-
ing, original fly fishing theory, conservation and 
environmental protection, entomology, educa-
tion in the sport of fly fishing and innovation in 
fly fishing techniques. 

 

Dorothy Schramm of Pentwater, Michigan, has 
a long history in the fly fishing and says she 
cannot remember not fishing.  As a young girl 
she would accompany her father on fishing 
outings: he told her fly fishing probably wasn’t 
the best way to catch fish, but it was the most 
fun. 

 

She has worked sports show for Fenwick and Scientific Anglers and has taught in the 
Sage and Orvis fly fishing schools throughout the Midwest.  Schramm is the owner of 
Rodsmith, a custom rod building and angling-related arts business and is considered 
to be one of the premier rod builders in the Midwest.   

 

In 1996, she founded Flygirls of Michigan, a 100 percent IFFF club.  The club was 
born out of the growing interest in women’s fly fishing.  It offers beginning and inter-
mediate weekend schools and financially supports conservation, youth activities, Reel-
ing and Healing Midwest cancer retreats, Casting for Recovery and Becoming and 
Outdoors Woman programs.  In addition, Schramm has been active in furthering the 
goals of the IFFF by being instrumental in founding five clubs in the Great Lake Coun-
cil.   

 

Schramm is an IFFF certified casting instructor and uses her talents to teach at many 
shows throughout the Great Lake Council; she has been an instructor at the IFF 
Women’s Fly Fishing Programs for several years.  She is also a demonstration fly tier 
for the IFF and teaches fly ting classes.  At the Great Lakes Council School and Con-
clave, she teaches a rod-building workshop for both beginning and advanced stu-
dents. 

   

In 1998, the IFF presented Schramm with the Woman of the Year Award for her IFFF 
devotion and participation. In her spare time, Schramm and her husband, Jim, spend 
several months each year traveling in their motor home checking out the fishing oppor-
tunities. 

Flygirls very own 
Dorothy and Jim 
Schramm both earn 
well deserved hon-
ors-  See this and 
the following page 
for the details.   

 

And make sure to 
congratulate them 
and let’s all try to in 
our own way follow 
in their footsteps.  

THE ARNOLD GINGRICH MEMORIAL LIFE AWARD 
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And Jim Schramm is 
honored for his work by 
American Rivers.  Look at 
this list of honorees and 
amongst them is 
Michigan’s very own Jim 
Schramm.  
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Join Flygirls at Camp Wa Wa Sum on the banks of the “Holy Waters” of the Au Sable River in Grayling 
Michigan. This outing will focus 
on fishing, think of it as “Fish 
Camp," this is a great time of 
year to fish the river’s hatches of 
Drakes, Sulphurs and Caddis 
flies. I plan on keeping these days 
focused on fishing and much as 
possible.  It’s a wonderful time to 
hone in on your dry flies fishing. 
We prefer attendees have some 
experience fly fishing and wading 
in a river. Bring your fishing pho-
tos and stories to share your ex-
periences with other Flygirls 
while kicking back in one of the 
rocking chair overlooking the Au Sable River. 

 

You may also want to book a float trip during your stay, don’t hesitate guides fill spots early this time of 
the season. I highly recommended these guides listed below. If you book a float and would like to float with 
another Flygirl let me know and I’ll try to pair people up. The cost is not part of event and your own re-
sponsibility. Victor Edward's will be on hand for float trips at a cost of $50 per boat, up to 2 anglers. Victor 
then donates cost back to Flygirls, we greatly appreciate his generosity and continuing support of the club. 
If you need help with your cast Victor is a great teacher and will have you casting like Joan Wulff.  To book 
a float contact Victor at  victortroutbum@gmail.com.  If you would like to take a canoe down the river we do 
have canoes available at no additional cost. Cost for the event is $150 with a deposit of $50 due at sign up.  

 

Sleeping arrangements are dorm style, so bring your own bedding or sleeping bag and towels. We will have 
the use of refrigeration if needed, and you are welcome to bring food and adult beverages. I will be sending 
out a packing list and maps after 
registration is closed. 

 

I will send out more information as 
we get closer to date. 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE 7TH ANNUAL  AU SABLE RIVER OUTING 
AT WA WA SUM LODGE JUNE 1-4TH  

mailto:victortroutbum@gmail.com�


 

 

 April 2014 

5 Flygirls                 

2014  Wa Wa Sum  Registration 
Name _____________________________________ e-mail_____________________________ 

Address _____________________________  

City_________________                  St. ______ Zip________ 

Phone # _____________________ 

Make checks or money orders payable to:  Flygirls             

 Registration fee $50.00  due May 15, 2014    

Mail to:  Colleen Jenkins,  718 Whitney,  Brighton MI 48116   

A big welcome to our new mem-
bers—hope to fish with you soon!   
Suzanne Ebright, Battle Creek, MI  

Guide Services:  

Gates Au Sable 
Lodge  at  www.gateslodge.com  

 

Old Au Sable Fly 
Shop   at  www.oldausable.com 

 

Fuller’s North Branch Outing Club at  
www.fullersnboc.com 

Mangled Fly On Demand page will be growing this summer, future projects that are currently in the editing 
room will focus on fly tying. High quality step by step "how to" video's with actual on the river application 
also shown. The Midnight Creeper will be released at the first part of May. This mouse/gurgler pattern by 
Ed McCoy is a staple in his box for the night angler. Trailer to the video can be seen here  
 
https://vimeo.com/85078959 July 12th Smallie Float 

is Full—  
If  you’re interested in be-
ing put on the wait list (in 
case someone drops) 
send an email to bafri-
is@comcast.net . 

http://www.gateslodge.com�
http://www.oldausable.com�
http://www.fullersnboc.com�
https://vimeo.com/85078959�
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Fish On!  Great Line up for 2014!!!!! 

Event Location Cost Date  Contact 
Winter Retreat Hankerd Inn,  

Pleasant Lake  MI 
$150 Feb 7-9th Donna Smith 

Midwest Fly Fishing 
Expo 

Warren, MI Volunteers Needed March 8-9th Jenn Nelson 

Fly Tying School Airport Hilton, 
Grand Rapids 

$150 class only, $250 
class, 2 nights lodging, 1 
lunch, $350 single 

March 14-16th Nancy Lounds 

Ultimate Sports Show Grand Rapids Volunteers needed March 20-23 Chris Reese 

Fullers Hendrickson 
Outing 

Fullers NBOC 
Lovells, MI 

$195 includes 2 nights 
lodging, 2 breakfast  & 

dinners 

May 9-11th Nancy Lounds 

Driftless Region Kettners Riverfront 
Cabins   

Viola, WI  

$150 includes 2 nights 
lodging and meals  

May 16-18th Donna Smith 
  

Au Sable River      
Outing 

Wa Wa Sum $150  June 1-4th Colleen Jenkins 

GLC Flyfishing 
School and Fair 

Roscommon, MI   June 13-15th GLC www.fffglc.org 

Smallmouth Float– 
Full-wait list only.  

Flint River,     
Flushing, MI 

½ guide ($197.50)plus 
tip 

Deposit of $75 per an-
gler due Jan 31, 2014  

July  12 Belinda Friis 
  

Wisconsin Smallies Hayward, WI TBD Aug. 15-17th Donna Smith 

Au Sable River 
Clean-up 

Gates Au Sable 
Lodge 

No Cost-Volunteers 
Needed 

Sept 6th   

Annual Meeting & 
Fishing  Outing  

Gates Au Sable 
Lodge 

$15 Registration 
plus lodging and 

meals 

Sept 12-14th Julie Capra 

Garden River Trip Sault Ste Marie, 
Ontario 

TDB Sept 16-20th Jenn Nelson 

Fall Steelhead 
Just 2 spots left 

Schmidt’s Well-
ston MI 

$375 (includes 2 
nights lodging and 

dinners, float ) 

Oct 10-12 Kelly Smith 

GLC Fly Tying   Expo Holt, MI Volunteers Needed Dec. 6th Julie Capra 

http://www.fffglc.org�
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The dates are set, the snow is melting and the tempera-
tures are rising.  With all that in mind make your plans 
to fish in Wisconsin's Driftless Area. Trip dates May 15-
18 to explore new water in Southwest Wisconsin.  This 
24,000 acre area was untouched by the last glacier 
(more than 10,000 years ago) and left the region with 
an incredibly diverse and scenic fishery.  We will fish on 
the Westfork of the Kickapoo River, Timber Coulee and 

the Bad Axe Rivers.  We will be staying at Kettner's 
Riverfront Cabins in Viola, WI.    Plan for 2 days of fish-
ing on Friday and Saturday, more if you'd like.  Come 
early and stay late!  This is a very scenic area, so if you 
have the time plan an extra day or 2 for exploring.   

 

This is new territory for many of you, so you may wish 
to get a local guide.  It is all walk and wade fishing and 
can be quite different from the larger rivers in Michigan.  
I have a list of guides so let me know and I'll send you 
the information.  Plan to bring a 3, 4 or 5 wt. rod and 
plenty of nymphs and streamers!  This is a great time to 
fish - no mosquitoes and the grass is short!  You might 
even come across some mushrooms on your way to the 
water.   

 

If you have interest in this new trip to Wisconsin con-
tact  Donna Smith dpnpjsmith2000@sbcglobal.net  
Cost of the trip is $150 and will include 3 nights lodg-
ing (Thurs, Fri, Sat) and meals.  We'll plan one meal out 
at my favorite place to eat in Viroqua - the Driftless 
Cafe - Yum!  Get ready for a great trip - I'm looking for-
ward to showing you the most beautiful water in the 
Midwest!  See you in May. 

TROUT FISHING IN THE DRIFTLESS AREA OF SW WISCONSIN  by Donna Smith 

MAY FISHING ON THE NORTH BRANCH OF THE AU SABLE! By Nancy Lounds 

  
Join Flygirls Nancy &  Kev-
in Lounds as they host a 
casual weekend at Fullers 
North Branch Outing Club 
May 9-11, 2014. $195 will 
get you two nights lodging 
(double occupancy), pizza 
dinner Friday night, dinner 
Saturday night and break-
fast both Saturday and 
Sunday. Join us Friday 
afternoon/evening as we 
will be tying up some flies 
that we can use to fish on 
Saturday (we will have ma-
terials on hand and there 
is a fly shop at the Inn) 
and discussing options for 
Saturday fishing. The fish-
ing on Saturday is infor-
mal, though I would expect 
groups would form. This is meant to be a relaxing fish-
ing weekend among friends! We would love to have you 
join us. A $50 deposit reserves your spot. To register, 
contact Nancy Lounds yoopnnancy@aol.com or call 616-
443-5231.   
 

This event was well attended last year so reserve early, 
space is limited. It was great fun, even with the snow 
last year....a great treat for Mother's Day weekend! 
 

mailto:yoopnnancy@aol.com�


Issue 2-2014  

8 Flygirls                                                                                                                                                                           

Membership Info!  

 
To become a Flygirl you must first be a member 
of Federation of Fly Fishers. To join FFF, go to 
the website http://fedflyfishers.org/ and click 
on the link at the top of their page to JOIN.  
You will be issued a card in the US Mail with 
your FFF# which is needed to join Flygirls.   
Sign on to the Flygirls website and provide your 
personal contact information there.    There is 
no cost to join Flygirls after you have paid to be 
a member of FFF. 

PAIR YOUR FAVORITE CLOTHING WITH  

YOUR FAVORITE LOGO!  
Ladies, do you want to show off your Flygirls membership!  
A&W Embroidery has agreed to do individual embroidering for 
our Flygirls logo.  Ann Lessard, of A&S Embroidering & More 
will be handling our work and most recently did the work on 
latest Fly-fishing shirts.  She also embroiders hats, sweatshirts 
and tee’s and more. 

Ann has agreed to do individual requests. You will have to send 
the article of clothing to her directly and she will embroider the 
garment and send back to you.  You can contact her directly. 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
A&S Embroidery & More 
3483 Yellowstone Drive SW 
Grandville MI 49418 
 
Tel:  616-291-0943 

Email: ann@westmichiganembroidery.com 

www.outdoorembroidery.com 

Ladies, the steelhead outing is returning. The group that attended the fall outing last year had such a good time 
that we have reserved Schmidt’s lodge again. This year we will have six guides and six rooms, which equates to 
12 anglers. This may sound like a lot however I have only TWO spots remaining. 

  

You start your weekend with a light dinner on Friday, good conversation and a meet and greet of all of the Flygirl 
participants. Saturday morning you will be picked up by your guide at your lodge and he (or she!)  will take you 
to the river for a full days guided trip,  lunch will be provided. Upon returning Saturday afternoon and after that 
relaxing cocktail, dinner will be provided in the conference center. 

For the price of $375 this is what is included in the outing:  

Dinner:  Friday and Saturday night. 
Two nights lodging (Double Occupancy) 
One full day guided trip  
Guide will provide all necessary equip-

ment and on stream lunch. 
 
 

Guide tip, breakfasts, and beverages are on your own.  

If this is something you would like to participate in I will 
need a $200 deposit by April 30, 2014 to reserve your spot 
and the remaining $175 will be due by September 1, 2014.  

Once you’re signed up the spot is yours and you will be obli-
gated to pay the full float price unless we can find a person 
to take your spot. This is just like reserving a trip with a 
guide. 

To reserve a spot, or if you have any questions, please con-
tact Kelly by email @ xstreamangler@gmail.com or call @ 586
-206-0349. 

Julie Capra with a great fish—held 
by guide Nick—Too big for Julie’s 
hands.  The fish fought hard but 
Julie was tenacious.  

Schmidt’s Steelhead Outing,—ONLY 2 SPOTS LEFT-  October 10-12, 2014 by 
Kelly Smith  

http://fedflyfishers.org/�
mailto:ann@westmichiganembroidery.com�
http://www.outdoorembroidery.com/�
mailto:xstreamangler@gmail.com�
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Once again, the Flygirls will be returning to the Garden River 
in Sault Saint Marie, Ontario to fish with Hawkins Outfitters 
for king, pink and pinook salmon and steelhead September 16
-20, 2014 with the 16th and 20th as travel days.  

 

We’ll be fishing 
the “private” 
waters of the 
Garden River First Nation.  Chuck has a contract to exclu-
sively guide these waters. 

 

We pursue the fish with a streamer on a floating line and 
indicator, as compared to chucking and ducking.  So, with 
either method, you’ll be false casting to feeding salmon 
that actually move to a fly.  And, Hawkins guides can help 
you with your cast, and teach you the proper nymphing 
and streamer techniques to help you catch fish.  

The scenery is phenomenal and the terrain beautiful!  You’ll be there at the start or near the peak of the 
color change.  And you have the opportunity for many wildlife sightings. 

 

The cost of the trip, which includes 3 days of guided fishing 
(17, 18 and 19th) and 4 nights of lodging (16, 17, 18 and 
19th), will range between $970 and $1025.  Once we have a 
final number of attendees, we can set the price.  Not included 
are breakfasts, dinners or tip.  Please, no pets. 

 

Space on this trip is limited.  The deadline to sign up for this 
trip is June 1.  A $550 deposit is required shortly after.  
Please contact Jennifer Nelson at 586-942-1755 or 
matukajenn@yahoo.com to reserve a spot or for more infor-
mation. 

2014 Flygirls Garden River Trip  by Jenn Nelson  

Do you love the Flygirls and want it to succeed 
and be there for you and other aspiring fly fisher-
women?  We’re an all volunteer organization and 
depend on VOLUNTEERS  to be successful.  Fish-
ing skills desired but not necessary.  A willing-
ness to work hard, organize, be creative and help 
plan events is all that is required.  If you’re inter-
ested in getting involved, contact any board mem-
ber.     

Save the Date for a NEW Flygirls Adventure August 14-17 
Another new trip on the books this year is fishing for Smallies on the rivers around Hayward, WI.  Have you 
heard of the Namekagon, Flambeau or Chippewa Rivers?  These are some of the best fishing waters in northern 
Wisconsin.  We'll be guided by Wendy Williamson and her guides at Hayward Fly Fishing Company.  Dates of this 
year's trip are August 14-17.  We're set to fish on Friday and Saturday.  You can plan your travel Thursday and 
Sunday.  I am working with Hayward FF to set up lodging, so our price is yet to be determined.  

mailto:matukajenn@yahoo.com�
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Catch and Release—its way more than the Release! 

Fisheries science has shown that fish are more likely to 
survive to fight another day if they are stressed less 
when caught, thus matching catch-and-release the 
worthwhile endeavor it is intended to be.  Because of 
this, scientists have studied different angling practices 
to determine which one stress fish the least, and their 
studies have yielded generalizations regarding the gear 
anglers use and how fish are retrieved and handled 
ounce caught, including taking photos.  

 

GEAR– There is compelling scientific evidence that sin-
gle, barbless hooks allows for easy hook removal, there-
fore minimizing handling time, air exposure and risk of 
injury.  Artificial files are less injurious than baits and 
circle hooks should be used with bait because they 
hook almost exclusively in the mouth and avoid deep 
hooking injuries. 

 

Retrieval—quick retrieval of hooked fish will minimize 
the stresses that occur when a fish is played for a long 
period of time or to exhaustion.  Quickly retrieving a 
fish may require standard tackle rather than a light-
weight setup. 

 

Handling-Studies have  shown that fish handled with 
wet hands (or gloves) are less prone to injury and 
stress.  Dry hands or nets have been shown to cause 

more disturbances to scales, protective mucus and 
fins.  If used, a net should be made of non-abrasive 
material  (knotless nylon or rubber).   

 

Taking  the shot.  -  Photographing your catch is best 
done with the fish in the water where it can still obtain 
oxygen through the gills,  If you must do the grip and 
grin, try to minimize the tie the fish is out of the water 
to less than 30 seconds by having your camera and 
photographer ready.   

 

Dan Dauwal-
ter, PhD. TU 
Fisheries Sci-
entist.  

 
Most fly fishers in Michigan have been touched in some way by the Schramms. Both are selfless devotees to the  . 
sport and have volunteered thousands of hours towards conservation  and education.   Neither Jim nor Dorothy 
expect any accolades, but both have recently received awards recognizing their outstanding efforts. Jim was 
made a River Champion by American Rivers and Dorothy was awarded the Arnold Gingrich Memorial Life Award 
by the FFF. Congratulations Jim and Dorothy - well deserved! 

 
We have several upcoming fishing outings in May and June - see related articles in the newsletter. Sign up early 
if the event offers lodging as these will fill quickly. Opening day cannot come quick enough for me - my spring fly 
box is just about filled out with the right flies. Take time now to reorganize your fly boxes, clean your fly lines, 
and patch your waders. Avoid procrastinating until the night before and you’ll enjoy opening day that much 
more. 
 
Finally, as president I receive some interesting emails from an assortment of folks. A number of television reality 
shows must think that Flygirls are really odd - one email wanted me to participate in a ‘wife swap’ (fishy woman 
swap with corporate exec), another wanted Flygirls to get involved in a fishing competition with some celebrity, 
and others that I’ve lost track of. My kids can’t believe that I pass up these opportunities so I thought I’d share 
the most recent. If you know of some fishing woman or man that would benefit from a ‘transformative makeover’, 
then there is a spot on a nationally syndicated TV show waiting for you. If you’ve lost touch with your girly side 
and prefer slinging a rifle or rod, maybe a bit of glam can turn things around for you. Guys, if you are ready to 
shear your beard and ditch the camo and flannels, a professional team can spruce you up. I’m sure there is prize 
money as well as fame, but that inquiry I leave up to you. You know how to reach me if you are interested!! See 
you on the river! 

President’s Column Continue from Page 1.  
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Save the Date.  Annual Fall Meeting and Fishing Sept 12-14th  
 
And save some of those vacation days for our annual Fall Meeting at Gates Lodge!!! On September 12th - 14th 
the Flygirls will head to Grayling for a great time fishing and fun. If you have not yet attended this one, it is an 
event you shouldn't miss. We fish, we laugh, we eat (of course) and have to opportunity to win great raffles! Be 
sure to mark your calendar. Further details will be in the next newsletter and watch Facebook and your emails 
for more details.  Last we filled our rooms @ Gates Lodge and filled the restaurant for dinner and Saturday so 
remember if you want to stay at Gates to plan ahead!  Julie Capra  

Winter has been long, cold and white.  But in the midst 
of it all we had the Flygirls Winter Retreat.  For a week-
end, instead of shoveling snow, doing housework or 
cooking meals for others we enjoyed a weekend full of fly 
fishing activities and relaxation.  Staying at the Hankerd 
Inn, in Pleasant Lake, MI was almost like staying at a 
friends house with it's themed bedrooms, a living room 
with a great view, comfy couches and a fireplace!  Loca-
tion, location location - it proved to be the highlight of 
the weekend. 

 

The weekend started with a hearty meal in the farm-
house dining room, still adorned with some of Innkeeper 
Jan's vast holiday decorations.  After dinner we had a 
great time making salt and sugar scrubs with decora-
tions that Mary brought along.  Material, ribbon and 
cute canning jars turned our scrubs into the perfect 
hostess gift or Mother's day present.  While relaxing in 
front of the fire, we watched a program that  Deb Freele 
brought along.  It documented the bear attack that in-
jured her in 2010.  We had a spontaneous lesson on 
bears, bear behavior and the making of a television 
show!  You have to see the program!  Thanks Deb, we 
are so glad you were there to share this with us.   

 

Saturday was packed with activity from sun up to sun 
down including beginners tying class from Ann while 
the more advanced tyers learned some new flies from 
Jen Ripple and Donna.  The Frog and the Hippy Stomp 
are 2 flies you need in your fly box!  The whole group 
worked on putting together lanyards which will be really 
fun (and practical!) to use the next time we go out fish-
ing.  Just by using a little cord, some clips and a variety 
of beads some real works of art were created.  Another 
new activity for us was cooking demo's by Jan Roche-
fort, owner of Hankerd Inn.  Before lunch and dinner we 
spent time with her in the demonstration kitchen learn-
ing to make chicken marsala and assisting with crack-
ers for our evening appetizer.  Jan entertained with sto-
ries of all her entrepreneurial adventures and filling us 
in on the history of the Inn.   

 

Saturday evening highlights started with a talk by Jen 
Ripple, Editor of the new online women's fly fishing 
magazine, Dun.  Jen shared how she got into fly fishing 
and how she came to create this new venue to showcase 
incredible photos and stories about the wonderful world 
of fly fishing.  From chemist to fly fisher to  magazine 
editor - she has an interesting story that you'll want to 
check out.  Dun is a free online magazine, so get your 
copy by going to the website at 
www.dunthemagazine.com.  

 

The fundraising raffle brought in $470 for the club from 
the many generous donations from vendors that support 
the club.  Mary Pearce was the big winner of the even-
ing, walking away with a 4 wt. rod and reel, donated by 
Flygirls.  Thanks to all of the organizations that donate 
to us so that we can raise money for the educational 
and conservation efforts of our club and others.  Thanks 
also to the event participants who also brought some 
awesome donations for the raffle!  Later in the evening 
Meg Gallagher accepted the challenge to design the Ugli-
est fly of the weekend and took home the traveling tro-
phy for the year.  

   

We were not without additional snow fall overnight, but 
not having to travel far to get to the dining room, we 
hardly noticed. After another delicious meal for break-
fast and then one more event - talking bugs with our 
resident bug expert.  Ann gave us some great ideas and 
techniques for organizing our fly boxes.  With a little 
help from Ann's book, your fly boxes and a magnetic 
sheet (to keep your flies in place) you can sort your flies 
and put them together in the boxes you use throughout 
the fishing season.  

 

So that's a wrap on this year's retreat.  Thank you to 
Mary, Ann, Jenn, Jen and Mary Lou for all the help put-
ting this event together and teaching classes for the 
group!  We have this venue reserved again next year so 
save the date - Feb 6-8, 2015!  

Another Winter Retreat on the Books by Donna Smith  
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The weekend of March 14-16, 2014 was 
Flygirls Fly Tying school at the Grand 
Rapids Hilton Hotel. This was the sec-
ond time this event was held and it was 
a great success for the second time! 11 
students spent a day and a half either 
learning/refreshing their tying skills or 
learning advanced techniques. Dennis 
Potter taught the advanced class with 
Julie Nielsen assisting and Donna 
Smith taught the beginners portion with 
Inge Schrey and Nancy Lounds helping. 
On Saturday evening Flygirls secretary, 
Chris Reese, (who was also one of the 
advanced students) opened up her 
home for everyone to come enjoy a deli-
cious supper, this was a wonderful treat 
and so much better than heading out to 
a restaurant! Chris' home is a fantastic 
collection of antiques and collectibles 
that entertained all of us. A couple of 
students were energetic enough to go back to the 
Hilton (known now for it's famous cookies) Saturday 
after dinner and tie a little more. Beginners students 
had their pictures taken on Sunday with their very 
not beginner looking parachute dry flies...I have to 
tell you I was very impressed with how quickly eve-
ryone learned what was not an easy fly to tie!        

We expect to hold the tying school again in two or 
three years schedule depending —hope you will be 
able to join us then! 

FLY TYING SCHOOL A GREAT SUCCESS, by Nancy Lounds 

Standing - Inge Schrey, Dennis Potter, Donna Smith, Joy Lind, Denise Thomas, Kellie Ransler, Janet Mason, 
Susan Disch, Kelly Smith, Nancy Lounds, Gene Williams and John Williams. Seated - Julie Nielsen, Belinda 
Friis, Chris Reese and Kathy Smart. 

The ties the beginner 
class tied . 
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Janet Mason, from the beginner class, 
after successfully tying the tricky Para-
chute Dry Fly.  

Donna 
Smith pa-
tiently in-
structing the 
beginning 
class—with 
her help and 
assistance 
from Nancy 
and Inge 
every begin-
ner success-
fully tied 
each of the 
flies.   

The intermediate class below hard at work under the expert 
guidance of Dennis Potter (right).   
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Conservation Successes for Northeast Michigan’s Prized 
Watersheds By Claire Wood, Huron Pines AmeriCorps Member 

Huron Pines is a conservation nonprofit based in Gay-

lord, Michigan with a mission to protect the forests, 

lakes and streams of Northeast Michigan. Seated in 

Otsego County with the headwaters of five epic Michi-

gan rivers, we are dedicated to conserving the unique 

natural resources found in our great state.  

 

Recently, Huron Pines was awarded a $560,000 grant 

from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s Save 

Our Great Lakes program to complete prioritized resto-

ration in the Au Sable River Watershed. Through this 

funding, Huron Pines  is collaborating with community 

partners to implement a variety of restoration projects. 

Partners will work to stabilize streambanks, remove 

fish passage barriers, control invasive species and in-

stall in stream structures to reduce sediment loading. 

The project will reconnect 35 upstream miles, restore 

150 acres of native plant communities and improve 

1.25 miles of in stream habitat within the Au Sable 

River Watershed. The two-year grant will provide 

funding for the project to run from 2013 through 

2015, with the hopes of securing five to ten years of 

active restoration.  

 

Without partnerships, undertaking a project of this 
size wouldn't be possible. The Pledge for the Au Sable 
established a steering committee of local partners 
who will provide a $150,000 match in funding and 
volunteer commitment. This high-impact project is 
being supported by the grassroots watershed groups 
who are key stewards of this valuable resource. Local 
road commissions and the Michigan DNR are also 
supporting the project. Huron Pines is proud to part-
ner with Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited, Anglers of the Au Sable, Au Sable North 
Branch Area Foundation, Au Sable River Watershed 
Committee and others to continue to protect this sto-
ried river so dear to Michigan’s heart. This blue-ribbon trout stream and wild and scenic river is world-renowned 

for its fly-fishing. The presence of anglers and con-
servationists in the community has played a large 
part in helping maintain its natural character over 
the years through many efforts, like establishing 
catch and release in some of the most sensitive and 
high-value areas. 

Photo by Sarah Brokus, Huron Pines AmeriCorps member. 

Huron Pines volunteers installing tree revetments to stabilize an 
eroding streambank on the Au Sable River.  

If you would like to help protect  prized coldwater trout 
streams such as the Au Sable or Rifle rivers, Huron Pines 
hosts numerous volunteer events and workshops. To learn 
more and RSVP, visit volunteernorthernmichigan.org or 
contact info@huronpines.org.   

http://www.volunteernorthernmi.org�
mailto:info@huronpines.org�
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The endangered Kirtland’s warbler relies on the same habitat 
conditions that create the majestic blue‐ribbon trout stream, the 
Au Sable River. Photo by Joel Trick, USFW. 

Floating down the Rifle River. 

 

Although not so apparent at first, a unique connection 
exists between the trout swimming in the cold waters of 
the Au Sable River and the endangered songbird, the 
Kirtland’s warbler, nesting beneath young jack pine in 
the forests nearby. The nutrient-poor, sandy soils that 
jack pine thrive in also filter the cold water of the Au 
Sable, necessary to create the perfect conditions for a 
coldwater fishery. Both the endangered Kirtland’s war-
bler and the prized brown and brook trout rely on some 
of the same insects for sustenance, such as the damsel-
fly. The all-consuming hatches that drive anglers 
through the fly-fishing season also provide nourishment 
to this special bird, illustrating the interconnectedness 
of our environment. 

Another high-impact partnership Huron Pines is foster-
ing is the Northern Saginaw Bay Restoration Initiative. 
This large-scale project covers a wide variety of activities 
including education, outreach and land stewardship to 
help ensure long-term protection of water quality and 
wildlife habitat in the Northern Saginaw Bay Watershed. 
These natural resources enhance our quality of life and 
are vital to the tourism and outdoor-based economies of 
the northern Saginaw Bay region. The project is a col-
laborative effort among Huron Pines, other conservation 
organizations, resource agencies, local businesses and 
watershed residents. Huron Pines has also done a great 
deal of outreach in the community through this project, 
such as working with over 100 K-12 students on water-
shed awareness projects, produced interpretive signs 
and brochures, and engaged more than 50 volunteers in 
over 300 service hours. 

As part of this project, restoration of priority stream-
banks on public and private lands will help reduce sedi-
ment loading to the high-quality Rifle River by at least 
382 tons of sediment/year. Two road/stream crossings 
were replaced in the Rifle River Watershed in 2013 and 
eight additional crossings throughout the Northern 
Saginaw Bay Watershed will be replaced in 2014. The 
Rifle is a popular canoe destination, as well as a desig-
nated trout stream, with runs of large brown trout in 
the fall, steelhead and salmon runs, and many of its 
tributaries boasting resident populations of wild brook 
trout. The fishery is less pressured than the Au Sable, 
partly due to more private property and fewer public 
access points. Yet for those who put in the effort, the 
Rifle’s fishing holes are hidden treasures worth finding.   

 

 

 

Huron Pines is a not-for-
profit 501(c)(3) 
organization and an equal 
opportunity provider.  

Learn more at 
huronpines.org. 

http://www.huronpines.org�


Issue 2-2014 

16 Flygirls                                                                                                                                                                  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND!  LEND A HAND AND 
HELP KEEP OUR WATERS HEALTHY AND FISH FRIENDLY!  

Huron River Watershed Council 

First Saturday after Labor Day—meet at Gates Lodges @ 
10 a.m!!!  Help keep this treasure just that —a treasure.  
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