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Find us on Facebook  
And @ http://flygirls.ws/ 

Flygirls of Michigan, Inc. is 
dedicated to providing 
women with educational, 
recreational, and steward-
ship opportunities in the 
sport of fly fishing. 

From the President by Ann Miller 
Another summer has wound down and I’ve already put away most of my trout 
gear. My home water here in southwest Michigan is closed and once again I 
didn’t get to fish it as much as I wanted to. Fortunately, fall is one of the best 
times to fish for me. My kids are back at school and jobs, and I find myself 
with a little extra time to probe local waters first for salmon and then steel-
head. If I go during the week I can virtually have the river to myself, so that is 
where I am headed tomorrow while this beautiful stretch of autumn weather 
continues. 

 
We had a terrific fishing outing and gathering at 
Gates Lodge again this September. Unfortunately, a 
cold snap put down the fishing just before our arri-
val, but we all enjoyed  our time on the water and 
camaraderie just the same. Thank you to all that 
helped put the event together and to all that showed 
up to support the raffle. A list of our sponsors is in-
cluded in the newsletter; please patronize and sup-
port our donors whenever possible - a nice thank you 
letter is always appreciated also! Monies raised at 
this year’s events will support several local conserva-
tion efforts (Michigan Hydro Relicensing Coalition, 
Huron Pines, and Conservation Resource Alliance) as 
well as Casting for Recovery. 
 
Flygirls will help support the Great Lakes Council at 
the Fly Tying Expo in Holt, Michigan on Saturday, 
December 7th at Holt High School. If you can help in 
our booth, please contact Julie Capra 
julesrae@yahoo.com. This is a fundraiser for the GLC 
and a wonderful event with many talented tyers. You can pull up a chair and sit across 
from an individual as they tie any number of patterns. The Expo is informal, informative, 
and fun. You can also do some early Christmas shopping as there are also many vendors 
selling fly tying related products. 
 
This year’s winter retreat will take place at a new venue in southeast Michigan. Donna 
Smith has an article in the newsletter with some initial information on this event. Mark 
your calendars now for February 7-9. This is always a fun event and helps to shake the 
winter doldrums for those of us that are unable to escape to someplace sunny and 
warm. 
 

I would encourage those of you that tie flies to consider participating in this year’s 
Tie-a-Thon. Pick a pattern and size from the list of flies and tie 100 flies. Donate 
them - this year they will be donated to a non-profit program called ‘Fly Fishing in 
Schools.’ You’ll feel good about yourself, your tying skills will continued on p. 4  
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    The Great Lakes Council of the Federation of 
Fly Fishers will host the 14th Annual Fly Tying  
Exposition at Holt High School in Holt, Michi-
gan on Saturday, December 7, 2013. The expo 
will be open to the public from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. 

    Over 80 tyers will be on hand this year to 
demonstrate their fly tying skills.  The Federa-
tion of Fly Fishers Buz Buszek Award is the 
Federation’s most prestigious fly tying award 
and we are pleased that Buszek Award recipient 
Jeff “Bear” Andrews will be with us.  Returning 
talents also include Dennis Potter, Ray 
Schmidt,  Julie Nielsen, Chris Soule, Tim Scott, 
Jim Reed, and many others. 

    Fly tyers will be tying a vast selection of pat-
terns including trout flies, bass bugs, saltwater 
flies, streamers, emergers, dries, wets, and oth-
ers. Once again, tyers will have the opportunity 
to sell their flies and fly tying associated goods 
from their table.  The area for vendors will be 
greatly expanded with vendors offering a wide 
variety of fly tying, fly fishing and related prod-
ucts.   

    A number of events will be featured through-
out the day including silent auctions, bucket 
raffles, and a live auction during the lunch 
hour. There will also be an instruction table for 
individuals to tie their first fly. 

    There is a modest admission fee for the event: 
$10.00 for adults, $5.00 for children 13-18; 
children 12 and under are free. Contact Karen 
Harrison to nominate a tyer for the event at 
wwgcp@frontier.com.  Visit the GLC website for 
the latest information at www.fffglc.org.  

    And don’t forget to sign up to help out at the 
Flygirls booth—see information below. 

14th Annual Fly Tying Exposition December 7th by Ann Miller 

    Well, here’s your chance. Flygirls will again have a 
booth at the Great Lakes Council Annual Fly Expo at 
Holt High School. The event will be held on Saturday, 
December 7th . It is a great opportunity to watch some 
great fly tyers at work, explore the exhibits of other 
clubs and spend a little of your Christmas money at 
vendor booths. There will be bucket raffles silent auc-
tion items, and a live auction which always has some 
pretty incredible things to bid away your hard earned 
cash.  
    We will need volunteers to help us staff the booth. 
You don’t have to be a seasoned member. Newbees wel-

come!!! Just a smiling face and a readiness to tell oth-
ers what Flygirls is all about, and of course to sell tick-
ets to our annual raffle for the beautiful bamboo rod 
and reel that you may have seen on display at our last 
outing. The shifts for the booth are usually for a 2 hour 
block, and can be morning or afternoon. The show 
starts about 9 am and wraps up about 4. Please con-
tact Julie Capra if you can help us out through our 
Flygirls Facebook page or at julesrae@yahoo.com.  
 
Let’s tie one on!!! 
 

I Know What Flygirls Can Do for Me, But What Can I Do For Flygirls???  

Sign Up To Help us –December 7th! 

mailto:julesrae@yahoo.com�
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    Ladies and gentlemen—you did it again.  You made 
the annual Fund Raiser a huge success!  We were filled 
to and beyond capacity at Gates (so remember, book 
early next year for rooms and dinner).  Friday night was 
great—drinks, meeting new friends and shopping.  Kelly 
(our merchandise chair) brought out the goods and the 
Flygirls opened their wallets!   And then headed to the 
fire pits at Gates and a nightcap.  
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday morning was beautiful and started with 
Dennis Potter providing much needed (on my part) 
wisdom on the art of casting.  Unfortunately, my 
pictures of Dennis doing his thing did not turn 
out.  But I know  every time he helps me, I im-
prove.   

We had beau-
tiful weather 
on Saturday 
for fishing and 
everyone part-
nered up so 
that those new 
to the river 
were with folks 
who were more 
experienced —
thanks to all 
our experi-
enced women 
who helped 
make the day 
a fishing suc-
cess for every-
one.  I heard 
tales of lovely 

fish in the net despite hard fishing con-
ditions.   
  

     Gates provided us with a wonderful 
meal and due to overflowing conditions 
some folks got to dine riverside —uhm.  
Maybe they had the better seats?  And 
then we retired to the Board room where 
we were met with awesome gifts on our 
heavily laden raffle tables donated by 
many wonderful supporters.  And once 
again the Flygirls opened those wallets 
and spent like crazy! As you know, we 
charge NO MEMBERSHIP dues so this 
meeting goes a long way toward funding 
our activities and our support of other 
groups through out the year.   Remem-
ber space is always limited at Gates so 
in 2014 sign up early!  

The Flygirls Rock~  Awesome on Water and Generous Donors!!!  By Belinda Friis 
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 Flygirls Fall 2013 Fundraiser Donors* 
 
Victor Edwards 
Jeff ‘Bear’ Edwards 
Hawkins Outfitters/Jon Stefanciw 
Schmidt Outfitters/Matt Barthels 
Fishpond, Inc. 
NRS 
Chums, Inc. 
The Folstaf Co. 
Far Bank Enterprises (Rio Lines) 
Smith Optics 
Wright & McGill 
Montana Fly Company 
Frank Amato Publications 
Chota Outdoor Gear 
Hook and Hackle 
Dr. Slick Co. 
Stockard Fly Fishing 
Simms 
MagEyes, Inc. 
Stackpole Books 
Lou Burhart 
Schultz Outfitters 
Nomad Anglers 
Gates Au Sable Fly Shop 
Old Au Sable Fly Shop 
Alert Stamping 
 
*please contact Ann (annrmiller@aol.com) if she goofed and left 
you off the list accidentally! 

 
Continued from p.1. improve, and you’ll get a 
cool t-shirt as a bonus. There is some preliminary 
information in the newsletter on this program, but 
feel free to contact me with your questions 
(annrmiller@aol.com).  
 
If you don’t tie flies and have been considering 
learning, Flygirls is again offering a comprehen-
sive fly tying school. There will be classes for be-
ginners as well as for intermediate tyers. Mark 
your calendars for March 14-16, 2014. The school 
will be held at a hotel in Grand Rapids; lodging 
will be available onsite. We have equipment for 
beginners, so you don’t need to make an invest-
ment until after the class - but I guarantee you 
will love it more than knitting. 
 
Flygirls publishes a directory every few years for 
its members, listing name, city, phone, and email. 
The directory is organized by “area code” so that 
members can quickly locate other Flygirls in their 
geographical area and get together to tie flies, car-
pool to the river, etc. We respect every member’s 
wish for privacy – this directory is NEVER 
SHARED and we ask that you keep it for private 
club use only. If you do NOT wish to be in our di-
rectory, please contact Mary Pearce 
(figment@umich.edu) before November 15, 2013. 
As always, thank you to all that support Flygirls, 
that serve on the board, and that participate in 
our events. This club is successful because of 
each of you. Make sure you pay it forward! 

Flygirls wishes to give a big thanks to the many won-
derful donors who made our fall fundraiser a big suc-
cess.  And when you’re thinking of shopping or 
guides, please remember these generous folks!  

mailto:annrmiller@aol.com�
mailto:figment@umich.edu�
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OFF THE GRID—OUTTA THIS WORLD!  FLINT RIVER RECAP 

   The Flygirls (pictured right at the start of the 
day) had a great day on the water July 13th—
perfect weather and great fishing.  The small-
mouth bass were plentiful and put up great 
fights.  It’s a great float in that there is wonderful 
fishing and given the limited public access to the 
river, no angling pressure.  We saw no one else 
on the river all day long!  Well, except for some 
eagles, heron and fish leaping out of the water.   
The guides from Schultz Outfitters were great 
hosts and made sure everyone got on fish.  We’ll 
be out there again next year –details below   

 

 

 

Renee Schatzley Gall, Rebecca Mckenzie, Chris Reese, Kelly 
Smith, Kate Clark, Kneeling:  Donna Sutherland, Belinda 

Friis  and Kim Dietz  

If you’re interested in 
2014’s float contact Belin-
da @ bafriis@comcast.net 
to get a spot.  A deposit of 
$150 holds (due in early 
2014) your spot & the bal-
ance will be due June 
27th.  The event was a 
huge hit and will fill up 
fast as there are only 8 
spots and 4 people  (last 
year’s wait list & hostess) 
have already re-
quested spots.    
Also, once you sign 
up its like any 
guide trip-the spot 
& the full cost are 
yours unless a    
replacement is 
found. 

Just a sample of the 
great smallmouth on the 
river that day.   
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This year was my first time at Garden River and my 
first time wading for big fish.  There were five Flygirls 
attending, from Michigan, Ohio, and Ontario.  Last 
year the river was so low it was rumored that some of 
the fish walked upstream.  This year river was high 
and we heard stories that the fish were big enough to 
be breaking rods, and one member of our group did 
break a rod on a really big fish.  The rains had been 
heavy washing out the Garden River road and making 
the trail to the river slippery and rutted, canceling fish-
ing outings prior to ours.  Being an “older” angler my 

anxiety went up.  It was good I 
had purchased new boots with 
big studs as that slippery climb 
up the small mountain hill at 
the end of the day was a chal-
lenge.  I did need some assis-
tance at times crossing the river 
– but my confidence and skill 
increased each day.  By day 
three I could land the fish on 
the rocks without assistance, 
get the hook out, and free them 
on my own quickly enough to 
ensure their survival.  I could 
set up my line with indicator, 
shot, and flies in the proper 
places.   

The pristine beauty and isola-
tion of the river were thrilling, 
and it was a special privilege to 
fish on this Garden River Re-
serve land.  Even the fresh bear 
and wolf tracks on the sandbar 

didn’t concern me, and the bald eagles were magnifi-
cent.   Our guides Chuck Hawkins and Cody were 
great.  Cody kept me from floating down the river a 
couple of times.   What fun it is to fish with other 
women – to support and encourage each other, and 
to share our fishing and life stories.   

What a wonderful experience – I want to go again. In 
my picture with the king salmon I hung on tight to 
make sure he didn’t escape before getting his picture 
taken.  See photo left.  

THE GARDEN RIVER— GREAT FISHING AND GREAT TIMES!  By Chris Reese 
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A Retreat can be defined as a period of quiet rest and 
contemplation in a secluded place.  That is what you 
will find at our next Flygirls Winter Retreat, February 7
-9, 2014 at the Hankerd Inn.  Comfort and time for re-
laxation await you at our new location for this year's 
event.   

 

The Hankerd Inn is located at 10350 Hankerd Rd, 
Pleasant Lake, MI 49272.   Inn Keeper/Owner, Janet 
Rochefort, is looking forward to hosting us at her bed 
and breakfast.  Pleasant Lake is located south of Lan-
sing and north of Jackson, Michigan.  Check out their 
website at www.hankerdinnresort.com. 

 

Accommodations at Hankerd Inn include the converted 
Barn, which sleeps 18 women, each in her own twin 
bed.  Rooms in the barn include 2, 3 or 4 beds.  If any-
one wants a private room, there is an additional $40 
charge.  No need to bring bedding or towels, as every-
thing is included.  Plan to arrive anytime after noon on 
Friday and checkout after noon on Sunday. 

 

Our retreat includes 2 nights lodging and 5 meals 
(Friday dinner thru Sunday breakfast).  The Barn has 
sleeping rooms and open space for our activities.  Jan 
has a beautifully renovated demonstration kitchen and 
will do 2 cooking classes with us.  On Saturday morning 
we'll learn how to prepare the soup and homemade 
bread that we'll have for lunch.  Prior to dinner we'll 
have another class to make homemade crackers.  Come 
help us to make and enjoy our own hand made crackers 
as an appetizer before dinner! 

 

 

In addition to the cooking classes, you'll have a full line 
up of activities to choose from.  Fly tying, make your 
own lanyard, learn how to select the best gear for you 
and of course - the Ugly Fly Contest!  Have any gear 
that you don't need?  Looking for a bargain?  Bring 
items for our Garage Sale on Saturday.  Need to relax a 
bit?  Take in a massage or check out the local area on 
foot. And don't forget, the fundraising raffle will take 
place after dinner on Saturday evening. 

 

Cost for the weekend is $150 per person.  Send your 
$50 deposit today to reserve your spot for this event!  
Checks made payable to Flygirls of Michigan for $50 
can be sent to Donna Smith, 30W212 Bruce Lane, Na-
perville, IL 60563. 

Retreat - Haven - Sanctuary - Refuge:  A Winter Weekend with the Flygirls,  by 
Donna Smith  

“A” marks the spot—
looks like easy access 
from many points!   
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Membership Info! To become a Flygirl you must first be a member of Federation of Fly Fishers. To join 
FFF, go to the website http://fedflyfishers.org/ and click on the link at the top of their page to JOIN.  You will be 
issued a card in the US Mail with your FFF# which is needed to join Flygirls.    To complete your registration for 
Flygirls you can do so using a paper registration form found at most Michigan fly shops, OR sign on to the 
Flygirls website and provide your personal contact information there.    There is no cost to join Flygirls after you 
have paid to be a member of FFF. 

A big welcome to our new members—hope to fish with 
you soon!   

 
Arnold and Linda Schuhardt  Grand 
Rapids MI 
Richard Brown Phoenix AZ 
Nancy and Lee Brown Rigby Idaho 
Linda Criswell Sanford MI 
Mary Rodgers Fox, W. Bloomfield, MI  
Meg Gallager Wheaton IL 
Cynthia Gronvall Ann Arbor MI 
Kathy Herman Grandville MI 
Kathleen Hodges Holly MI 
Sarah Howie Grand Rapids MI 
Claudia Johnson Maumee OH 
Tammy Keller Cassopolis MI 
Karen Kleinheksel Grand Rapids MI 
Ellie Koon Baldwin MI 
Kristine Kurdts Hometown, IL 
Joy Lind Kaleva MI 

Stephanie Mckire Westland MI 
Ruthann Nichols Ann Arbor MI 
Fay and Christine Rogers Dansville MI 
David and Ginny Ruimveld Vicksburg MI 
Tim Scott, South Bend, IN  
Geneveve Stang Bowling Green OH 
Denise Thomas Elkart IN 
Victoria Vaughan Brighton MI 
Mary Wong Wilmette IL 

READ HERE FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT OUR UPCOMING          
DIRECTORY!  
 
    It has been 5 years or more since we published a directory of the Flygirl database. Members have been asking 
and patiently waiting, so good news! A new one is coming in January 2014 so you 
will know who lives in your area to get together with for fishing, ride shares to 
events, fly tying, etc. We have over 200 members in our database and a new di-
rectory will be created and emailed to current Flygirls. The file will be sent as a 
PDF file or other file format that should not be used for any private marketing 
or copied and given to someone other than a Flygirl.  
    The Directory will contain Name, City, State, Zip Code, Phone and Email; the 
directory will be sorted by State geographical regions and last name. 
If you wish to opt OUT of the directory and keep your information private, you 
can send a request to be removed from the directory to Mary Pearce, fig-
ment@umich.edu or call her at 734 358-5836. by November 15, 2013 Otherwise 
when we create the new directory in January you will be listed. 

Need an incentive to “Tie 
one On?”  No, I don’t mean 
have another cocktail—I mean 
tie for yet another great 
cause!.  If you are tying this 
winter and you feel inclined to 
tie up a few extra flies the 
students in the Fly Fishing 
Club at Jenison High School 
could use the donations! The 
club meets throughout the 
winter learning the basic 
skills, or tuning them up, and 
then weather permitting they 
get out and fish 6-8 times in 
the Spring. They then have a 
big outing at the end of the 
school year where they spend 
the first half of the day doing 
stream restoration (in the 
past they have worked on 
both the White River and Pere 
Marquette) and the second 
half of the day fishing. Re-
member the future of our 
sport lies in bringing young 
people in to it. So if you have 
some extra hendricksons, ad-
ams, sulfurs, stones and or 
small streamers and are will 
to share let me know and I 
will find a way to get them 
from you. 
 
Thank you! Nancy Lounds 

http://fedflyfishers.org/�
mailto:figment@umich.edu�
mailto:figment@umich.edu�
mailto:figment@umich.edu�
mailto:figment@umich.edu�
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They Say Variety is the Spice of  Life!  New Waters for 2014!  

In 2014 Flygirls hopes to add new water to our fishing 
destinations— For those living toward the west side of 
Michigan or in Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota or Wisconsin, 
these could be the ticket for you.  

 

Trout Fishing in the Driftless Area of Wisconsin 

Join Donna Smith as we explore new water in South-
west Wisconsin.  Venture into the region know as the 
Driftless area.  This 24,000 acre area in WI, MN, IA and 
IL was untouched by the last glacier (more than 10,000 
years ago) and left the region with an incredibly diverse 
and scenic fishery.  Come explore the spring creeks for 
brookies and browns in May, 2014.  
Just Google  “driftless region” and you’ll 

find a ton of information that will make you want to visit 
this special place.   

Big Bass in Northern Wisconsin  

Donna says they grow them BIG in the wilds of northern 
Wisconsin and we all know bass are a ton of fun to 
catch. And the bigger, the better!  She is looking to set 
up a trip to the Hayward Area which is almost to Duluth 
MN and Michigan’s UP.   She hopes to use the services 
of a woman owned fly (isn’t that awesome) shop in Hay-
ward to make this a memorable experience.   

If you think these trips might be right for you—please 
contact Donna dpnpjsmith2000@sbcglobal.net.   

A marks Viroqua WI which is in the heart of the Driftless 
area—about 2 hours from Madison—beautiful trout 
streams and countryside.  Bring your “A” game!!!  And if 
you love Frank Lloyd Wright —his beloved home 
Taliesin is  within an hour and open for tours.   

Do you love the Flygirls and want it 
to succeed and be there for you and 
other aspiring fly fisherwomen?  
We’re an all volunteer organization 
and depend on VOLUNTEERS  to be 
successful.  Fishing skills desired by 
not necessary.  A willingness to work 
hard, organize, be creative and help 
plan events is all that is required.  If 
you’re interested in getting involved, 
contact any board member.     

A Wiscon-
sin “big 
dog”.  
Must be 
that 
cheese 
they feed 
them!  
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What are you missing on Facebook—this came 
from Colleen Jenkins— what an awesome sunset 
on the Au Sable.  Take a 
moment when you’re 
fishing and see what 
lovely surprises nature 
has for you and go to 
our Facebook page and 
join us there!   

 

 

Event Location Cost 2014 Contact 

Winter Retreat Hankerd Inn, Pleas-
ant Lake  MI 

$150 Feb 7-9th Donna Smith/Mary Pearce 
  

Midwest Fly Fishing 
Expo 

Warren, MI Volunteers Needed March 8-9th Jenn Nelson 

Fly Tying School Airport Hilton, 
Grand Rapids 

 $150 class only, 
$250 class, 2 

nights lodging, 1 
lunch, $350 single  

March 14-16th Nancy Lounds 

Fullers Hendrickson 
Outing 

Fullers NBOC 
Lovells, MI 

$195 includes 2 
nights lodging, 2 

breakfast & dinners 

May 9-11th Nancy Lounds 

Driftless Region Viroqua, WI TBD May 16-18th Donna Smith 
  

Au Sable River   
Outing 

Wa Wa Sum TBD June 1-4th Colleen Jenkins 

Smallmouth Float Flint River, Flush-
ing, MI 

½ guide 
($197.50)plus tip 

July  12 Belinda Friis 
  

Wisconsin Smallies Hayward, WI TBD Aug. 15-17th Donna Smith 

Ausable River 
Clean-up 

Gates Ausable 
Lodge 

No Cost-
Volunteers Needed 

Sept 6th  

Fall Meeting Gates Ausable 
Lodge 

$15 Registration 
plus lodging and 

meals 

Sept 12-14th Julie Capra 

Garden River Trip   TDB Sept 16-20th Jenn Nelson 

Fall Steelhead Schmidt’s Wellston 
MI 

TBD (includes 2 
nights lodging and 

dinners, float 

Oct 10-12 Kelly Smith 

GLC Fly Tying Expo Holt, MI Volunteers Needed Dec. 6th Julie Capra 

Fish On!  Great Line up for 2014!!!!! 



October 2013 

11 Flygirls                 

    Friday evening everyone arrived on a beautiful Au-
tumn day. The air was crisp and the leaves were 
starting to change to their colorful glory. We were 
thrilled to have 4 women join us all the way from 
Minnesota.  After a great meal, we enjoyed visiting 
and getting to know each other including learning a 
bit about our fishing backgrounds.  

 
    Saturday morning the guides picked everyone up 
in front of lodge and after a great hot breakfast, 
whisked them off to the river.  Since I was the chef 
for the weekend Joy Lind " one of our newer Flygirls 
members" and I went to wade for the day. As luck  

 

 

 

 

would 
have it, 
the fish 
gods did 
not rain 
fish on us 
but a good 
time was 
had by 
both of us. 
However, other angler's were get-
ting the job done. As the day      

progressed, people were sending pictures of the chrome 
that was being netted.  
 
    Saturday night every one convened at the conference 
center to tell the stories of the day. Many of our angler's 
talked about the ones they landed and even the ones 
that got away. Belinda told the tale of one that got away 
describing its jumps and contortions— it finally threw 
the fly on what appeared to be a full gainer with a dou-
ble twist.  As the evening progressed  everyone enjoyed 
a great dinner — we are never short of great food at the-
se events including this time round an awesome array 
of desserts.  We then retired to our rooms for an even-
ing of relaxation and a few adult beverages. 
 
   Everyone seemed to enjoy the weekend and talked 
about returning next year. In fact, several Flygirls were 
seen booking there own fishing weekends at Schmidt’s 
so it must have been a hit.   Here is a plug. If this 
seems like something you would like to do next year 
contact Kelly @ xstreamangler@gmail.com. Spots are 
filling fast!  

Great Finale to a Great Season of  Fish-
ing With Flygirls,  by Kelly Smith  

Julie Capra with a great fish—held 
by guide Nick—Too big for Julie’s 
hands.  The fish fought hard but 
Julie was tenacious.  

Margaret, of Minnesota 
fame, was rewarded with 
this beauty.   
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Au Sable River Clean Up –Or Cannot Make That  Help Out Elsewhere!  

   We’ve put the Au Sable River Clean Up back into the Flygirls 
calendar for 2014 and hope to have our group represented.  It’s a 
great opportunity to give back to a river we love.  But if you can-
not make it find another opportunity to help maintain our water-
ways for our enjoyment.  Many local rivers have their own clean 
up days  and organizations such as Huron Pines work on restora-
tion activities.  Here are some examples of river clean ups and feel 
free to post more on Facebook.  They have not set their 2014 
dates but you check out the sites for updated information.    

Grand River— http://grandrivercleanup.com/ 

Huron River SE Michigan http://www.hrwc.org 

Rogue River http://rougerriver.eventbrite.com/ 

Clinton River -http://www.crwc.org/updates/clinton-clean-up-
201/ 

Boardman- http://brcleansweep.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

This was found on the Au Sa-
ble—one never knows what 
conversation piece you’ll find.  

Flygirl Belinda Friis 
helping out on a Rifle 
River work day 
organized by Huron 
Pines.   

More Chrome from the Manistee!  

Kate with this beauty!! 

 

 

Clean fishable rivers are a 
finite resource and will be 
there to enjoy only if WE 
take care of them.  Plus it’s 
fun!  

Belinda and guide Nick—
beautiful day!  
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Cranberry Oatmeal Bars, from the Kitchen 
of Donna Smith 

Crust: 

1 cup all-purpose flour or whole wheat 

1 cup quick oats 

1/2 cup packed brown sugar 

1/4 tsp salt 

1/4 tsp baking soda 

1/4 tsp ground cinnamon 

6 Tbsp melted butter 

3 Tbsp orange juice 

 

Combine flour, oats, brown sugar, salt, baking soda 
and cinnamon.  Stir together with a whisk.  Drizzle but-
ter and orange juice over flour mixture, stir until mois-
tened (mix will be crumbly).  Reserve 1/2 cup for top-
ping and press the remaining mixture into the bottom 
of an 11 x 7 inch pan, coated with cooking spray. 

 

Filling: 

1 1/3 cups chopped, dried cranberries (about 5-6 oz) 

3/4 cup low-fat sour cream 

1/2 cup granulated sugar 

2 Tbsp. all-purpose flour 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

1/2 tsp grated 
orange rind 

1 large egg 
white, lightly 
beaten 

 

Combine all fill-
ing ingredients 
together, stirring 
well.  Spread 
cranberry mix 
over the pre-
pared crust; 
sprinkle reserved 
flour/oat mix 
over the filling. 

 

Bake at 325 degrees for 40 min. or until edges are gold-
en. 

 

Recipe variations: 

 Orange marmalade can be substituted for orange 
rind. Add 3/4 cup chopped nuts to the filling. In crust: 
add 1/2 cup ground flax seed, reduce flour by 1/3 cup 

 Make Maple Date bars by substituting chopped 
dates for cranberries, omit sugar in filling and replace 
with 2 Tbsp. each of maple syrup and brown sugar 

Fly-Tying School  
Grand Rapids Airport Hilton   
March 15- 16 2014 
 
 
There will be classes available for 
the beginner who has never tied  a 
fly to the more experienced inter-
mediate tyer.  The school, open to 
everyone, will be held at the Grand 
Rapids Airport Hilton and will in-
clude two nights lodging and lunch 
on Saturday (other meals will be on 
y our own). There will be open tying 
available on Saturday night as well 
as door prizes!  Students that do 

not own a fly tying vise or tools may reserve one of Flygirls tying kits for the school.  All hooks and materials for 
the school will be provided. 
 
Cost for the school is only $150,,  School plus 2 nights shared lodging with 1 lunch is $250. If you wish to have a 
single room it’s $350.   For a brochure and to register please contact Nancy Lounds yoopnnancy@aol.com or 616-
669-9049. 

mailto:yoopnnancy@aol.com�
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Eighth Annual Tie-a-thon Flies to go to National Fish-
ing School Program and KVCTU Youth Camp 

 
For Immediate Release - On April 12th members of St. Joseph River Valley Fly 
Fishers, a Federation of Fly Fishers associate club; members of Kalamazoo Valley 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited and many others, will come together to tie flies for Na-
tional Fishing in Schools Program(NFSP), a 501(c) (3) not-for- profit organiza-
tion. 
 
All the flies from the Eighth Annual Tie-A-Thon will be distributed to NFSP to pro-
mote fly fishing and traditional tackle fishing among school kids within Michigan, Indiana and beyond.   
 
The “Fishing in Schools” program accommodates students irrespective of gender, 
physical ability or natural aptitude. The program’s objective is to teach students in 
grades 6-12 ‘how to fish’ in school gymnasiums. A core two-week foundation curric-
ulum unit for Physical Education teachers is the norm. It addresses four National 
Academic Standards (PE, science, language arts & technology.) The complete curric-
ulum meets six. 
 
For more information, check out www.flyfishinginschools.org 
 
To see more on previous Tie-a-thon recipients, visit sjrvff.com or kvctu.org or Tie-a-
thon on Facebook.  
 
The premise of the Tie-a-thon is like an old fashion barn raisin’, several tyers tie as 
many flies as they can to donate to the cause. Joining forces again this year to tie 
flies are members of: St. Joseph River Valley Fly Fishers; Kalamazoo Valley Chapter 
of Trout Unlimited; The Brotherhood of the Jungle Cock; Reel Women, Reel Men of 
Indianapolis; Grand Rapids Fly Tyers; Flygirls of Michigan; Anglers of the Au Sable; 
Little Elkhart Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Duneland Fly Fishers and many more individuals. 
 
A bunch of tiers come together to tie 100 flies each on a Saturday and at the end of the day, we try our very be 
to surpass our previous all-time high of 13,300 flies raised at one Tie-a-thon.  
 
If you are interested, pick just one pattern to tie, buy a box of 100 hooks, the materials and get tying!  To get 
you there, Chef Terry Wittorp will have a spectacular lunch for all the tyers - which is worth at least 200 flies, 

but we will give you a break.  Everyone is welcome, but please let us know so we 
can plan for lunch.  
 
Also, so you’re not too bored just tying, we will have a guest tyer every other hour 
show off his or her special pattern. We will have a video system set up to make it 
easy to see from your tying station. The Tie-a-thon will last from 8:00 am to 5:00 
pm. 
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If you are not a fast tyer and can’t complete your 100 flies in that time, this is a good time to get a jump on your 
flies. We would certainly take more than 100 from anyone if they are ambitious and want to tie flies in advance. 
You don’t have to be an expert tyer to donate flies. Many first time fly tyers have participated; this gives you a 
chance to become very good tying at least one fly. If you need help learning a pat-
tern; contact me, Tim Scott, and I will be happy to give you a lesson.  
 
As in the past, the Elkhart Conservation Club has graciously donated the use of 
their main building for the 2014 Tie-a-thon.  
 
The previous seven Tie-a-thons distributed over 54,000 flies to six groups, the 
youth camp of the Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited, the youth camp 
for the Brotherhood of the Junglecock, Reel and Heal of Toledo, a cancer fly fishing 
retreat, Casting for Recovery of Indiana, Project Healing Waters and Casting for 
Recovery. 
 
Pick a pattern, tie it up and donate to the Tie-a-thon!   
 
These are the flies we ask you to tie: 
Fly    Size 
Adams    14 
Elk Hair Caddis   14 -16 
Dubbing / Hackle Ant  18-20 
Griffith Gnat  20-22 
Soft Hackle   14 -16 
BWO RG Emerger   8-22 
Caddis Nymph   16-18 
Hare’s Ear   12-14 
Pheasant Tail   14-16 
Woolly Bugger  10 
Mickey Finn   8 
Clouser’s Minnow  8 
 
Any questions, contact  
Tim Scott    Terry Wittorp 
timelscott@gmail.com   terryflyfish@hotmail.com 
574-538-1936   269-424-5138 
www.sjrvff.com   www.kvctu.org 
 
For directions, search Elkhart Conservation Club, 55515 Riviera Dr, Elkhart, IN 46514 
 
If you cannot make the Tie-a-thon, please mail flies to: Tim Scott - 711 Forest Ave. South Bend, IN 46616. 

HERE’S HOW TO PAIR YOUR FAVORITE CLOTHING WITH  

YOUR FAVORITE LOGO!  

Ladies, do you want to show off your Flygirls member-
ship!  A&W Embroidery has agreed to do individual em-
broidering for our Flygirls logo.  Ann Lessard, of A&S 
Embroidering & More will be handling our work and 
most recently did the work on latest Fly-fishing shirts.  
She also embroiders Hats, sweatshirts and Tee’s and 
more. 

Ann has agreed to do individual requests. You will have 
to send the article of clothing to her directly and she 
will embroiderer the garment and send back to you.  
You can contact her directly. 

 

 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
A&S Embroidery & More 
3483 Yellowstone Drive SW 
Grandville MI 49418 
 
Tel:  616-291-0943 

Email: ann@westmichiganembroidery.com 

www.outdoorembroidery.com 
 
 

mailto:ann@westmichiganembroidery.com�
http://www.outdoorembroidery.com/�
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