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Find us on Facebook  

And @ http://flygirls.ws/ 

Flygirls of Michigan, Inc. is 

dedicated to providing 

women with educational, 

recreational, and steward-

ship opportunities in the 

sport of fly fishing. 

We are entering into the end of our calendar year, and as of this writing will 

have wrapped up the 13th annual Fly Tying Expo. Many Flygirls either volun-

teer or tie at this event and I hope if you missed it this year that you have the 

opportunity to attend next year. If you don‘t tie flies 
YET, make plans to come to this expo to get inspired 

and observe the talent of our local Midwest tiers. 

     We plan on kicking off our 2013 calendar with the 
Winter Retreat in early February. We are in the pro-

cess of planning this event and will be sending out a 

separate email to highlight the event and classes that 

will be offered. If you have a talent to share or wish to 

suggest a class that should/could be taught, please 

contact Sarah V (svandelfzijl@gmail.com) with your 

ideas.  

      Dennis Potter will be offering a fly tying class in 

mid-February – we still have a few spots open in the 

class but expect it to fill soon. The class is designed for 

tiers that have basic fly tying knowledge and good 

thread control but wish to get beyond tying basic 

wooly buggers. Please contact me (Ann Miller annrmil-

ler@aol.com) to sign up. The cost is $50, which in-

cludes all tying materials, lunch, coffee and rolls. 

      You can beat the winter blues in March at the 

Midwest Fly Fishing Expo in Warren, Michigan. Pretty 

much everyone that fly fishes in the Midwest will be 

there along with vendors, fly tiers, and seminars ga-

lore. Don‘t miss it! Flygirls will host a booth and we will be looking for volunteers to help 

with staffing – contact Jenn Nelson (matukajenn@yahoo.com) to sign up.  

     We will offer our casting tune-up again this year in April along with an early trout out-
ing at Fuller‘s North Branch Outing Club on the North Branch of the Au Sable River in 

May. More information will be emailed on these events as they draw closer.  

      As you know, Flygirls has been a charter member club of the Federation of Fly Fishers 
since our formation in 1996. Your membership in the FFF helps to support efforts in con-

servation and education in this sport. The FFF supports fly fishing in all waters and all 

Flygirls by definition are members of this organization. An end of the year tax donation is 

always welcome from those that are able (http://fedflyfishers.org/). Trout Unlimited, a 

coldwater, conservation organization, is currently working to draw more women into their 

group and are offering a free introductory membership (www.tumembership.org/women). I 

would encourage you to support any and all organizations that protect our watersheds and 

fisheries.       

    As always, see you on the water!     
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Flygirls recently added three new 

board members after some members 

who had served tirelessly for years 

chose to step down.  The new mem-

bers introduce themselves below:   

Belinda Friis 

I‘m one 

of the 

newest 

board 

mem-

bers 

and 

here I 

am 

catch-

ing my 

first 

fish 

EVER!! 

And it 

was a little baby brown on a fly line 

in a class being taught by the 

Flygirls.  I could not look nor have 

been more ecstatic –hence why I‘m 

volunteer-

ing to help 

out this 

great or-

ganization.  

A bit about 

me—I‘ve 

been a 

lawyer for 

25 years 

and  am 

originally 

from Iowa.  

I have 

moved to 

Michigan 

three times 

(must be a record, right) most re-

cently in 2008 and intend to stay.  

I‘m a golfer, and love to hike, read, 

and play bridge, travel and now fish!  

I‘m just a newbie when it comes to 

fishing but I can do the leg work 

needed to help organize events for 

members to enjoy and then let the 

experts take over.  I‘ll be taking on 

organizing the fall Au Sable River 

outing September, doing the news-

letter and assisting with other 

events.   

Julie Capra  

I would like to introduce myself. My 

name is Julie Capra and I am a new 

Flygirls board member. I live in 

Fowlerville, MI and work as a physi-

cal therapist assistant in Howell at 

St Joseph Mercy Livingston Hospi-

tal. I work with both inpatients and 

outpatients and enjoy my work very 

much. I have a married 

daughter who has given 

me two beautiful grand-

children to spoil, and a 

son in college.  

I became interested in fly 
fishing about 8 years ago 

and tried it with a guide. 

You might say I was 

hooked. I attended a 

Flygirls casting clinic at 

Kensington Metropark a 

few years later after find-

ing the club's website on 

the internet. Since then I 

have had the 
opportunity to 

attend many 

events and 

have found 

that each time 

my skills get a 

little better and 

I enjoy it more 

and more. I 

still haven't 

hooked into 

that "big 

brown" that I 
dream of, but I 

have been lucky with at least a few 

small trout on almost every fishing 

trip. Who knew shopping at Gates 

could be as fun as Macy's?  

After attending my first board meet-

ing, I realized all the work that goes 

on beyond the scenes of Flygirls. 

Membership, detailed planning for 

events, and time spent to assure 

that proper guidelines are followed 

so we stay true to our mission of 

education of women in the sport of 

fly fishing are some of the many 

things that need to be accounted for. 

And they have always made it look 

so easy to the rest of us!! Thanks to 

those who nominated me to the 

board. I will do my best to make you 
glad that you did! 

 

Mary Pearce 
Three years ago I was x-country ski-

ing in Wellston Michigan and stay-

ing in cabins next to Schmidt‘s Out-

fitter.  After walking by the fly shop 
several times I decided to go in.   

Being the dead of winter, I was the 

only patron in the shop and had the 

complete attention of the young girl 

behind the counter.   She was so 

helpful in answering all my ques-

tions.   We talked about fly gear, 

books, boots, rods, flies and where 

to fish.   She then gave me a pam-
phlet on the Flygirls of Michigan and 

said I should check out this group 

because they were dedicated to 

teaching women how to fly fish.   I 

love the outdoors and any sport that 

gets me on the water so I knew this 

would be my next adventure.    After 

a 40-year career at the University of 

Michigan, I retired in May 2010, 

sent off my registration to FFF and 

attended the beginner class that 

June at Fullers North Branch.    The 

class was fantastic and better than I 
had imagined.   My first and only 

catch that weekend on the Au Sable 

River was a 4-inch brown trout, 

which I proudly displayed in the 

palm of my hand.    I am sure every 

one heard my success on the river 

Meet Your New Board Members  
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 Bob White "First Fish" framed print #1. –Drawing to 

be held at the end  Fly Fishing Expo March 10th.    

There are three ways to get tickets:   

        (1)  In person at the Fly Tying Expo in Holt Show  

December 1;  

                 (2)  In person at the Midwest Fly Fishing Expo @ 

Macomb Community College March 9-10, 2013;  

                 (3)  B y sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 

(must be received at no later than February 14) with a 

check made out to Flygirls to   Sarah VanDelfzijl 1425 W 

AB Ave, Plainwell, MI 49080.  Cost is $5 per ticket.  

    By entering you‘re a winner—you support your club 

and you might just be the lucky winner of the beautiful 

First Fish print by Bob White!     

Check out his beautiful work at 
www.bobwhitestudio.com.   

And here‘s a little bit about the artist:   

Bob White is an artist and author whose work expresses 

a misspent youth. Instead of doing his homework, his 

nose was constantly in the outdoor books and sporting 

magazines of the day. Consequently, he has wandered 

between Alaska and Patagonia for over two decades as 

an itinerant fishing guide, looking for gainful employ-

ment. He now paints and writes for a living; which 

is to say, he‘s still searching. 

Bob has been influenced by such masters as 

Homer, Sargent and Fournier, and by more recent 
artists, such as Pleissner, Jacques, and Sloane. He 

works in watercolors, oils, pencil and ink, grasping 

the essence of a scene in a brief sketch. His ability 

to capture a fleeting moment through the eyes of a 

sportsman has earned him international recogni-

tion. His work hangs in the private and corporate collec-

tions of sportsmen on six continents. 

Bob guided in Southwest Alaska and has nearly two 

decades of experience there as a fishing and wing shoot-
ing guide. He also guided sportsmen in Argentina for a 

decade, and continues to host fly fishing and wing 

shooting trips to Patagonia, Alaska, Kamchatka and oth-

er destinations. The photographs that he takes of his 

guests in the field frequently appear in national publica-

tions and are often used as reference material for field 

and stream portraits. 

Bob was inducted into the Freshwater Fishing Hall of 

Fame as a Legendary Artist in 2009. He was Fly Rod & 
Reel magazine‘s Guide of the Year in 1988. As the 1994 

Artist of the Year for the Alaska State Parks Foundation, 
Bob produced and donated the artwork for the first 

Alaska State Parks Foundation print. His work has been 

presented twice in Fly Rod & Reel magazine‘s Gallery. 

Bob has been featured as a guide and artist on ESPN‘s 

―Fly Fishing the World‖ and ―Fly Fishing America‖, as 

well as on Ron Schara‘s ―Minnesota Bound‖. He current-

ly illustrates the closing columns for Fly Rod & Reel 
magazine, Ducks Unlimited magazine, Gun Dog magazine 

and Hatches magazine. He is a columnist for Fly Rod & 
Reel magazine and regularly contributes to many other 

sporting publications. 

  Flygirls Annual Raffle—Enter to 
Win Now!  

Board Members, Continued from page 2 

since I was screaming, ―I got one!‖  This fall I spent 3 

days on the Garden River with 6 other Flygirls.   We 

had the river completely to ourselves.    With the help of 

my Indian guide Cody, I caught a few king salmon and 

learned I really could hike up a muddy hill.     

     This year I volunteered to be the Membership Chair-

person.   If you need to update your contact info, please 

send updates to Mary Pearce, 1192 Wright Lane, Milan, 

Mi. 48160 or via email to figment@umich.edu.    Please 

include an email address so you can get special emails 

we occasionally send out. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+for+raffles&view=detail&id=1B39DA98449EA497B85EC449090CDC779D56505F&first=1
mailto:figment@umich.edu
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Winter Retreat – February 1-3 

Sherman Lake YMCA         Augusta, Michigan 

Wouldn‘t it make it easier to survive the holidays if you 

knew that in February you could get away from it all?  

Well, register now to join us for the Flygirls Winter Re-

treat and you too can get away from it all in February.  

We will be heading to the beautiful Sherman Lake 

YMCA in Augusta, Michigan.  The facility is located just 

north of I-94 between Battle Creek and Kalamazoo.  
Even if you don‘t partake in the events we plan to offer, 

you can take advantage of the beautiful hiking trails 

and cross country ski or snowshoe if we have enough 

snow.  We‘re developing the class agenda now, but you 

can expect a little fly tying, a little fishing technique, a 

lot of fish tales, and some fun non-fishy activities as 

well.  If you‘ve attended before, you‘ll know this isn‘t an 

event to be missed.  Stay tuned for an agenda to hit 

your email, but don‘t wait until then to register . . . or 

tell your family that all you want for the Holiday‘s is to 

get away after them and give them the registration 

form! 

$160 will get you 

accommodations 

―bunk style‖ for 

two nights, and 

meals Saturday 

and breakfast 
Sunday (and the 

food was top 

notch – hold off 

your new year 

diet until after 

this event). 

To register, send your name and contact information 

including email address and phone with a check made 

out to Flygirls for $160 to Sarah VanDelfzijl at 1425 W 

AB Ave, Plainwell, MI  49080. The primary form of com-

munication for this event will be electronic.  Registration 

is due January 15, 2013.  Spaces may still be available 

after that date., just give me a call.  

Flygirls will be offering a BEYOND beginning fly fishing 

school this year.  Join us June 7 - 9, 2013 at Fullers 

North Branch Outing Club in Grayling, MI.  This will be 

a comprehensive two and a half day school set on the 

pristine banks of the famed Au Sable River.   

 This is a women‘s school, where you will take the fun-

damentals of fly fishing one step further.  Learn to im-

prove your knots, your fly selection, your casting and 

reading the water.   

 Flygirls offers a low student to teacher ratio of 3:1.  Tu-

ition is $400 and includes lodging, meals, workbook, 

flies and all instruction.  The school is being limited to 

10 students, so if you are interested plan to register 

early.  A $150 deposit will hold your space (and all but 

$25 will be refundable up to 60 days before the school 
starts).  If you would like more information or to regis-

ter contact Nancy Lounds 616-669-9049 or yoopnnan-

cy@aol.com).  For more information on Flygirls and the 

school you can visit our website www.flygirls.ws.   

Coming Soon— BEYOND  Beginners Fly Fishing School  

June 7-9 2013 @ Fullers NBOC on the Au Sable River  

Become a member 
and stay a member!  

 

    To become a Flygirl you must 

first be a member of ―Federation 

of Fly Fishers ―.   To join FFF, go 

to the website http://

fedflyfishers.org/ and click on 

the link at the top of their page 

to JOIN.  You will be issued a 

card in the US Mail with your 

FFF# which is needed to join 

Flygirls.    To complete your reg-

istration for Flygirls you can do 
so using a paper registration 

form found at most Michigan fly 

shops, OR sign on to the Flygirls 

website and provide your person-

al contact information there.    There is no cost to join 

Flygirls after you have paid to be a member of FFF. 

mailto:yoopnnancy@aol.com
mailto:yoopnnancy@aol.com
http://www.flygirls.ws/
http://fedflyfishers.org/
http://fedflyfishers.org/
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     This fall marked our 10th year at 

the Garden River.  Seven Flygirls 

made the trip up once again, with 

one flying in from New Jersey, to en-

joy this wonderful location.  We were 

all a little anxious about the trip as 
the summer rolled on – we did expe-

rience a drought you know.  One of 

our resident Canadian Flygirls in the 

Soo kept updating me on the con-

stantly dropping water levels.  She 

gave it her best efforts to coax in 

some rain by scheduling picnics, 

garage sales, washing her car, leav-

ing her waders outside, and squish-

ing every spider in the Soo.  When 

the time came, the water was at an 
all-time low.  There was barely a 

trickle under the TransCanada High-

way.  But amazingly, somehow the 

salmon managed to push (or walk??) 

upstream and the trip went on as 

planned.  And as usual, the Flygirls 

brought the rain with them. 

 

     I‘ve never seen the river this low 

and skinny.  From a streamer per-

spective, you had to get creative.  

There wasn‘t enough water for a sink 

tip, so we changed things up and 

used a floating line instead and 
managed to get down deep enough to 

draw some interest.  I discovered 

that high-sticking a streamer could 

be very productive.  That‘s how low it 

was.  As for the traditional indicator 

method, there was no change and it 

was as productive as always.  This 

year‘s hot fly was the pur-

ple wooly buggar, much to 

the dismay of one mus-

tached Flygirl.   

 

The Lake Huron fishery 

proved that it is indeed 

making a comeback, and 

we saw more fish this year 

than last.  About 6 to 8 

years ago, 

there was a 

drop from 

the previous 

years, but 

we‘ve been 

seeing a 

steady increase ever since.  

The pinks came up just as 

we got there, and they 

were so fresh they looked 

like rainbows.  They came 

up in huge numbers too 

and we couldn‘t keep them 

off of our flies.  After a 

while, we got a little bored 

with catching them.  The kings were 
plentiful, in good shape and fresh; 

it‘s been years since I‘ve seen a king 

with a lamprey still attached and I 

finally saw one on the last day.  The 

steelhead were up in respective 

numbers and psychotic as usual.  

The Coho didn‘t make a great ap-

pearance, but Renee from New Jer-

sey landed a monster.  That had to 

have been a great battle. 

We were given a 10 year anniversary 

gift by Chuck.  There is a beat we 

fish called ‗Murphy‘s‘ that has to be 
about a mile from the car.  It‘s a nice 

stroll downhill in the morning, but 

feels like you‘re summiting Everest 

in the evening.  Anyone that has 

been on this trip knows this hike 

quite well and tends to not remem-

ber it fondly.  This year, Chuck drove 

us half-way down Everest.  We felt so 

pampered!  And as an added gift, we 

could go back up to Heaven‘s Hole.  

If you were on the trip in the early 

years, you‘ll remember this beat as 

the one with the longest drive, but 

with that stunning view of the river 

and surrounding hills.  The water 

was extremely low, and the fishing 

tough, but it was great to be back up 

there again.  As for that stunning 

view, we drove right past it; the trees 

have grown that much in that many 

years.  That‘s how long it‘s been. 

    If this sounds like fun, see page 6 

for details on next year‘s trip. 

Happy 10 Year Anniversary to the Garden River Trip! By Jenn Nelson  
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2013 Garden River Registration and 
Trip Information by Jenn Nelson  

     The Flygirls have planned to return to the Garden 

River again in 2013.  Here‘s a little more information on 

the trip: we fish for salmon on the Garden River in Sault 

Ste Marie, Ontario.  The fishing is walk and wade, and 

we‘re guided by Hawkins Outfitters.  The river is on land 

owned by the Garden River First Nation and only the 

band members and Hawkins Outfitters can fish on it.  

In the 10 years we have been going, we have only seen 

people twice, which is the exact opposite of the crowds 
you can expect on the rivers along the Great Lakes.  The 

stretches of river we fish are very remote and wild, and 

the scenery is fantastic. 

    We use traditional fly fishing methods to catch salm-

on (floating lines with strike indicators or streamer fish-

ing), unlike the heavy lead, chuck and duck method 

used on our Michigan rivers.  In the past few years, 

we‘ve seen an increase in the numbers and size of the 

fish in the river.  The alewife population crashed quite a 

few years ago, and this is the major food source for king 

salmon during their time spent in Lake Huron maturing 

as they get ready to head up the rivers.  I haven‘t heard 

anything lately, but the population must be recovering 

based on what we‘ve seen on the Garden.  Even with the 

low water that made fishing more of a challenge, we had 

surprisingly impressive numbers of fish.   

     The Flygirls have been staying at Glenview Cottages, 

where we rent 2 bedroom/3 bed cottages with full kitch-

ens and housekeeping.  This way, we can cook our own 

breakfast and dinner, and we can come home to clean 
towels with our beds made for us.  We‘ve also been 

cooking dinners together, which allows us to kick back 

and relax after a day on the river instead of trying to 

make reservations every night. 

The price of the trip won‘t be set until I know how many 

are coming, but expect about $1,000.  Last year with 7 

Flygirls, the trip was $980.  I try to minimize the cost of 

the trip, so I won‘t set it until we have a confirmed num-

ber.  The cost includes 4 nights lodging, 3 days of guid-

ed fishing, and dinner.  The maximum we can take is 7 
so sign up early if you want a spot!  

  The date of the trip is September 18-20, 2013.  Plan on 

travelling to and from the Soo on September 17 and 21. 

If you‘re interested or want more information, feel free to 

call or email me, Jenn, at 586-942-1755 or 

matukajenn@yahoo.com.   

All those fish—join the Flygirls in the 
fun of catching them!!  Sign up now.  

  We missed you—over thirty of us gathered on the 

banks of the Au Sable @ Gates Lodge to 
fish, tell stories, take abuse, oh, I mean 

instruction, from Dennis Potter, eat 

and drink and help raise funds for the 

Flygirls and the programs we support 

such as MHRC,  Kids Kamp,  Huron 

Pines ,  Conservation Resource Alliance 

(CRA),  Reeling & Healing  and Catskill 

Fly Fishing Museum.   

  Folks gathered beginning Friday night 

for fellowship and for help on where to 

fish and what to fish with on Saturday.  

For those who may be new—

remember—Flygirls members are al-

ways willing to help you get going, give 
you tips and help get you set up.  Sat-

urday there were floats and fishing and 

great weather.  Everyone had a story to tell about their 

day fishing—some of success and some tales of woe.   

   But Saturday started with a dose of Dennis Potter‘s 

great fly casting instruction.                                    

Check out those serious faces!  

 But Deb Freele showed 
us ALL who knows who 

to really cast with two 

handed —two rods 

casting at the SAME 

time.  It was something 

to behold.  See picture 

page 8.   

 

We had a fabulous din-

ner @ Gates and spent 

the evening engaged in 

prize collection with 

everyone leaving with 

something in hand—
hopefully something 

they can use and enjoy.  

And if nothing else great memories.  Next year we‘ll be 

returning to Gates.  We expect pricing to be similar to 

this year and hope to see you there!  

Flygirls Annual Meeting and Fundraiser — a Smashing Success                         
by Belinda Friis  

mailto:matukajenn@yahoo.com
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Scan and Plan— 2013 Michigan Flygirls Event Calendar 

Event Location Cost Date Contact/Registration 

Winter Retreat Sherman YMCA 
Augusta, MI  

 $160 includes 2 

nights lodging, and food 
Feb. 1-3  Sarah VanDelfzijl 

Midwest Fly 
Fishing Expo 

Warren, MI Volunteers 
Needed 

March 9-10 Jenn Nelson 

Fly Casting 
Clinic 

Various $10 April 20 Dorothy Schramm/Ann 
Miller and Kelly Smith 

Early Trout 
Event 

Fullers NBOC TBD May 10-12 Nancy Lounds 

Au Sable River 
Outing 

Wa Wa Sum TBD June 3-5 Colleen Jenkins 

Beyond Begin-
ners School 

Fullers NBOC $400 includes 2 nights 

lodging, instruction and 
food 

June 7-9 Nancy Lounds   

Wakeley Lake Grayling, MI TBD June 22 Colleen Jenkins 

Smallmouth 
Float 

Flint River, 
Flushing 

$187.50 plus tip July  13 Kelly Smith 

  

Fall Meeting Gates Au Sable 
Lodge 

TDB Sept 13-15 Belinda Friis 

Garden River 
Trip 

Details page 7  TBD  Sept 17-21  Jenn Nelson 

Fall Steelhead Schmidt’s  
Wellston MI 

$350 (includes 2 

nights lodging, float trip 
and 2 dinners) 

Oct 11-13 Kelly Smith 

GLC Fly Tying 
Expo 

 Holt, MI Volunteers 
Needed 

Dec 7th Sandy Hellman   

 

Do you love the Flygirls and want it to succeed and be 

there for you and other aspiring fly fisherwomen?  

We‘re an all volunteer organization and depend on 

VOLUNTEERS  to be successful.  Fishing skills desired 

by not necessary.  A willingness to work hard, organ-
ize, be creative and help plan events is all that is re-

quired.  If you‘re interested in getting involved, contact 

any board member.  .   

 

Deb 

showing 

us all 

how to 

cast —

two rods 

at once.  

Does 
that 

mean 

twice as 

many 

fish?   
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The Michigan Hydro Relicensing Co-

alition (MHRC) is a coalition of four 

statewide, 501(c)(3) non-profit con-

servation groups including Michigan 

United Conservation Clubs (MUCC), 

Michigan Council Trout Unlimited 
(MCTU), Great Lakes Council, Inc., 

Federation of Fly Fishers, Inc. (GLC), 

and Anglers of the Au Sable (AA).  

The FFF Great Lakes Council acts as 

the fiscal agent for the Coalition and 

maintains a separate account for 

this purpose. 

 

Progress continues on the removal of 

the three former hydro dams, 

Brownbridge, Boardman and Sabin. 

 

THE BOARDMAN  

The MHRC continues participation 
on the Implementation Team (IT) for 

the Boardman Projects. RIVER 

DAMS PROJECT 

The Boardman River Dams Imple-

mentation Team (IT) is coordinating 

The Boardman River Dams Project 

(BRDP), a dam removal and river 

restoration initiative in the Board-

man River watershed. Through the 

removal of Brown Bridge, Boardman, 

and Sabin Dams, and modification 

of Union Street Dam, the Boardman 

River will be restored to a more nat-

ural flowing, coldwater stream. 

The IT is comprised of primary rep-

resentatives from Grand Traverse 

Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indi-

ans (GTB), MI Hydro Relicensing Co-

alition, the US Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice, Grand Traverse County, the 
City of Traverse City (City), Traverse 

City Light & Power, Michigan De-

partment of Environmental Quality 

(DEQ), and Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR).  The IT 

also includes the following ex‑officio 

members: Conservation Resource 

Alliance, Watershed Center Grand 

Traverse Bay, Grand Traverse Con-

servation District (GTCD), Rotary 

Camps & Services, Garfield Town-

ship, and Grand Traverse County 

Road Commission (GTRC). 

 

BROWN BRIDGE DAM REMOVAL 

The first stage of this restoration 

project involves the removal of 

Brown Bridge Dam, which is owned 

by the City. The IT has contracted 

with AMEC Environment and Infra-

structure Inc. (AMEC) to provide 
construction services for the Brown 

Bridge Dam removal project. The 

project team includes AMEC, Molon 

Excavating, Inc. (Molon), and other 

technical and construction experts.  

After a thorough review of design 

and engineering plans, and an envi-

ronmental assessment, DEQ ap-

proved a permit for the removal of 

the dam. Work at the project site 

commenced in July 2012. 

 

The dam removal process necessi-

tates a final drawdown of Brown 

Bridge Pond to a level that would 

allow for deconstruction of the dam. 

This drawdown was planned and 

approved at a maximum rate of 

12‑inches per day, through a device 

that is known as a Temporary De-
watering Structure (TDS). At the 

time final drawdown was initiated, 

the Brown Bridge Pond water level 

was approximately 20 feet higher 

than the water level of the Board-

man River downstream of the dam.  

Final drawdown was planned to re-

duce the pond water level to approxi-

mately 2 feet higher than the Board-

man River water level over the 

course of 18‑20 days. 

 

OCTOBER 6 INCIDENT 

At approximately 10:00 a.m. on Oc-

tober 6, an abrupt release of water 

occurred in the area of the TDS. This 

abrupt release of water caused vary-

ing damage to approximately 50 

riverfront properties. The project 

team immediately worked with prop-

erty owners  to assist with damage 

mitigation. 

 

AMEC has provided financial assis-

tance to the downstream impacted 

property owners by paying contrac-

tors to perform preliminary cleanup 

and restoration. AMEC, through its 
insurance company, has sent ad-

justers to prepare damage assess-

ments. AMEC also provided hotel 

accommodations to property owners 

who were unable to stay in their 

homes.  AMEC‘s project team and 

insurance adjusters visited over 130 

residences door-to‑door and assist-

ed over 80 residents who notified the 
hotline established by the Emergen-

cy Management Coordinator. 

AMEC‘s insurance company is main-

taining a database system to track 

and record the list of impacted prop-

erties and monitor restoration activi-

ties. 

 

INCIDENT INVESTIGATION 

An engineering investigation to un-

derstand the cause of the October 6 

release of water is being conducted 

by MDEQ‘s Dam Safety unit.  It is 

anticipated that the investigation 

will be completed when the power-

house is removed and the river 

channel is constructed in the loca-

tion of the former powerhouse. The 

powerhouse is expected to be re-

moved by November 10 and the in-

vestigation could be completed with-

in six weeks following powerhouse 

removal. 

 

Currently, the project team is in-

specting the portions of the TDS that 

can be observed at grade level. The 

investigation will continue as the 
project progresses. The cause of the 

release cannot be determined until 

the investigation is complete. 

 

STATUS OF BROWN BRIDGE DAM 

REMOVAL 

A few days following the October 6 

incident, work resumed in the upper 

end of the former pond area B clean-
ing out sand traps, excavating the 

floodplain, and shaping spoil areas 

according to the original work plan. 

At the dam, the project team re-

ceived work plan approval from the 

DEQ to divert the river flow into the 

TDS and continue demolition of the 

remaining lower concrete structure 

of the dam. This work began the 

week of October 29 and is expected 

to take approximately two weeks to 

complete. The project team expects 

to complete the dam removal by its 

Michigan Hydro Relicensing Coalition Update by Dorothy Schramm  
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original target date of mid‑late De-

cember of 2012. Certain restoration 

work will follow in the spring of 

2013. 

 

DOWNSTREAM ASSESSMENT  

Biologists from the MDNR, GTB, 

CRA, and GTCD along with Adams 

Chapter of Trout Unlimited volun-

teers recently conducted a Pres-

ence/Absence@ fish survey in the 

river at two locations below Brown 

Bridge Dam where the MDNR had 

previous population data. A popula-

tion estimate was not  possible at 
this time because of the turbid 

(cloudy) water. The first survey took 

place approximately 150 feet down-

stream of Brown Bridge Road in an 

area that received the brunt of the 

release of water. Seventy‑three fish 

representing 13 different species 

were captured and released in a 

500‑foot stretch. This included 11 

brown trout and one brook trout. 

The second survey took place down-

stream at Beitner Landing just up-

stream from Beitner Road. Biologists 

surveyed a 250‑foot section along 
the east bank where they captured 

and released 37 fish in less than 15 

minutes of surveying. They collected 

three brook trout and 28 brown 

trout. One brown trout was 20 inch-

es long.  Monitoring of fish health by 

several agencies will continue. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

DEQ recently conducted sampling 

for arsenic, pH, dissolved oxygen, 

and water temperature at public 

road crossing downstream of Brown 

Bridge Dam.  Arsenic levels at all 

sampling locations downstream of 

Brown Bridge dam were within ac-

ceptable  ranges; pH, dissolved oxy-

gen, and water temperatures were 

all within acceptable ranges for a 

cold water trout stream; but total 

suspended solids (water cloudiness) 

was elevated  from Brown Bridge 

Dam to the Beitner Road crossing. 

 

SEDIMENT 

Sediment, primarily sand, that col-

lected immediately downstream of 

the dam will be removed this week. 

Turbidity caused by the loss of soil 

from the dam embankment contin-

ues to be observed, and the project 

team continues to monitor turbidity.  

Fine material in the water was ex-

pected as a result of construction 

work in the river channel, and it is 
expected that the river will begin to 

clear up once construction is com-

pleted in the river channel. During 

planned channel dredging and flood-

plain work upstream of the dam pri-

or to October 6, approximately 

140,000 cubic yards of sediment 

were removed and placed to prevent 

its movement downstream after dam 

removal. Thanks to this work, vast 

amounts of sediment were prevented 

from moving downstream during the 

event. 

 

FUTURE RISK OF FLOODING 

No one can predict Mother Nature, 

and flooding is always a possibility 

near a river. However, it is im-

portant to understand that neither 

removal of the dams on the Board-

man River nor the October 6 inci-

dent has increased the risk of flood-

ing in the future. 

 

COMMUNICATION 

Experts are collecting and analyzing 

information on this incident and its 

impacts, and the project team re-

mains diligent in collating and dis-

seminating information as it be-

comes available.  Updated infor-
mation can be found at theboard-

man.org, and the project team will 

provide regular updates and press 

releases to the public. Questions 

and comments can be directed to 

info@theboardman.org.  

DVD Review, by Ann Miller  

Smallmouth 

bass on the 

Flint-

Flygirls 

Belinda Fri-

is and Kelly 
Smith.  Give  

it a try this 

July!  See 

our calen-

dar! 

    

 

Plenty of anglers wish the trout 

season extended all summer long 

(well, it does technically) and that 

they could continue to throw big 

dry flies to surface feeding fish. 

Guess what? Both dreams come 

true if you are fishing to small-

mouth bass. Just ask Jon Ray and 

Kevin Feenstra, co-developers of 

the new instructional and informa-

tive DVD, ―Big Appetite, Small 

Mouth. 

     For the unfamiliar, Jon and 

Kevin are western Michigan fly 

fishing guides who are not only 

well-versed in the intricacies of 

smallmouth bass fishing but are 

also phenomenal steelhead and 

trout catch-and-release/fly fishing 

guides. Between the two of them, 
they have well over 40 years guid-

ing and fly fishing Michigan wa-

ters, and enjoy taking enthusiasts             

from beginner to advanced ranks  

on the river to share their love of 

the sport. 

Continued 

on page 

10.  
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Sara Lemmerman, 

Fremont 

Nome Buckman, Pick-

ford 

Valerie Lafferty, Okemos 

Susan Disch, Bristol 
Jean Siesener, Pentwater 

Margaret LeBien, St. 

Paul 

Pameal Walton, Lapeer 

Shelia Hardy, Flint 

Susan Glomb, Clinton Township 

Beverly Wilson, Jackson 

Jen Klabunde, Grawn 

Laura Gould, Hastings 

Laura Stockwell, Bay City 

Kyra Ziomokwski, Marquette 

Cherly Beard, Saline 

Rebecca McKenzie, Sterling Heights 

From the Kitchen of Wolf 
and Inge Schrey—a great 
winter warmer!  
Lentil and red pepper 
soup with Sausage        
 
6 ounces hot Italian sausage 

(about 2 links) 

1 teaspoon olive oil 

1 cup chopped onion 

1 cup chopped celery 

1 cup chopped carrot 

2 garlic cloves minced 

1 12 oz. char roasted red peppers, drained and 

chopped 

1 1/2 cups dried green or brown lentils 

4 cups water 

1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

2 - 14 1/2 oz vegetable broth (chicken or beef 

broth can be used instead) 
1 -14 1/2 oz can diced tomatoes with basil, garlic 

and oregano 

2 bay leaves 

Heat a large Dutch oven over medium high heat 

until hot. 

Remove casings from sausage, cook 3 minutes or 

until sausage is browned, stirring to crumble. 

Drain and set aside. 

Heat oil in pan over medium high heat, add onion 

celery and carrot, cook 10 minutes or until vegeta-

bles are tender. Add garlic and cook for one mi-

nute. Stir in sausage, red peppers, lentils, and re-

maining ingredients. Bring to a boil, reduce heat, 

cover, and simmer 25 minutes or until lentils are 
tender. Discard bay leaves. 

Yield: 12 servings, serv-

ing size 1 cup 

 

 

 

Smallmouth Bass con’t from pg. 9 

 

Watching this video is like having Jon and Kev-
in in your living room and conversing with 

them over a beer about the ins and outs of 

smallmouth fishing. Most likely, you will watch 

this video from beginning to end initially, but then you will 

return to it periodically over summer and fall months to 

draw upon their expertise on tackle, knots, fly tying, presen-

tation, and more. There is a wealth of knowledge in this vid-

eo and I feel lucky to be able to push replay before heading 

out to the river in late summer. 

     Following the introduction, the video is broken down into 

three major chapters, Streamers, Poppers, and Crawfishin‘, 

each of which are explored in detail. Kevin and Jon discuss 

each of the specialized techniques in a relaxed, conversation-

al dialogue, while Eric Rambo of Snap T Productions artfully 

records gorgeous on-stream visuals. The guides ask each 

other questions and then answer in turn as they unravel the 

secrets of catching smallmouth bass on the fly. In addition to 
secret flies (as well as their recipes), Kevin and Jon offer 

plenty of tips on setting the hook using various flies, condi-

tions conducive for each type of fly, importance of fly color, 

reading water, fly presentation, fighting and landing fish, 

waters suitable for bronzebacks, fish diet, and much more. If 

you are new to this type of fishing, no worries – Jon and Kev-

in will tell you the best equipment and gear to get started in 

this fishery. 

      Fly tiers will enjoy the detailed instructions on tying the 

five flies outlined in the DVD. Materials necessary for each 

fly, thoughtful discussion of why they are used, adding 

weight in some unusual places, and what the fly looks like 

underwater will intrigue and engage bass anglers. There is 

also a chapter entitled ‗Extras‘ that shows a couple of very 

cool knots as well as the DVD‘s stimulating trailer. 

      In addition to the plethora of knowledge presented here, 

Eric Rambo does a wonderful job of beautifully showcasing 

Kevin and Jon‘s skilled fishing endeavor. Having fished with 

each guide, I can appreciate that both of them wished to por-

tray what they enjoy daily on the river, viewing birds, mam-
mals, and reptiles while they drift downstream. Eric does a 

great job visually exploring 

the river both on top as well 

as below water, with plenty 

of shots of fly action and fish 

hookups to satiate the fly 

angler. 

      This will make a great 

gift for the fly angler in your 

life or better yet, just buy it 

for yourself. $34.95 – visit 

MangledFly.com or purchase 

it in local fly shops.  

 

http://omnilore.org/images/WelcomeNewMembers.jpg
http://www.picturesof.net/_images_300/A_Chef_Cooking_Up_a_Big_Pot_Vegetable_Soup_Royalty_Free_Clipart_Picture_110426-024665-433053.jpg
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Seventh Annual Tie-a
-thon Flies to go to 

Reel Recovery 

South Bend, IN, Oct 12, 2012 - On March 

23rd members of St. Joseph River Valley Fly 

Fishers, a Federation of Fly Fishers associate 

club; members of Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of 

Trout Unlimited and many others, will come 

together to tie flies for Reel Recovery. 

 

All the flies from the Seventh Annual Tie-A-Thon 
will be distributed to Reel emotional rehabilita-

tion of men dealing with cancer. 

 

Reel Recovery was founded in 2003 by a group of avid fly-fishers, inspired by their fishing buddy‘s on-going battle 

with brain cancer. Witnessing first-hand the beneficial impact fly-fishing provided their friend; they created Reel 

Recovery to provide the same opportunity for other men battling the 

disease. Combining expert fly-fishing instruction with directed 

―courageous conversations‖, the organization provides men with all 

forms of cancer a unique opportunity to share their stories, learn a new 

skill, form lasting friendships and gain renewed hope as they confront 

the challenges of cancer. 

 

For more information, check out reelrecovery.org. 

To see more slides on the Tie-a-thon, visit sjrvff.com or kvctu.org or Tie-
a-ton on Facebook.  

 

The premise of the Tie-a-thon is like an old fashion barn raisin‘, several 

tyers tie as many flies as they can to donate to the cause. Joining forces 

again this year to tie flies are with members of: St. Joseph River Valley Fly Fishers; Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of 

Trout Unlimited; The Brotherhood of the Jungle Cock; Reel Women, Reel Men of Indianapolis; Grand Rapids Fly 

Tyers; Fly Girls; Anglers of the Au Sable; Little Elkhart Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Duneland Fly Fishers and 

many more individuals. 

 

A bunch of tiers come together to tie 100 flies a piece on a Saturday and at the end of the day, we try our very best 

to surpass our previous all-time high of 13,300 flies raised at one Tie-a-thon.  

If you are interested, pick just one pattern to tie, buy a box of 100 hooks, the materials and get tying!  To get you 

there, Chef Terry Wittorp will have a spectacular lunch for all the tyers; which is worth at least 200 flies, but we 

will give you a break.  Everyone is welcome, but please, let us know so we can 
plan for lunch.  

 

Also, so you‘re not too bored just tying, we will have a guest tier every other hour 

show off his or her special pattern. We will have a video system set up to make 

easy to see from your tying station. The     Tie-a-thon will last from 8:00 am to 

5:00 pm. 

If you are not a fast tyer and can‘t complete your 100 flies in that time, this is a 

good time to get a jump on your flies. We would certainly take more than 100 

from anyone if they are ambitious and want to tie flies in advance. You don‘t have 

to be an expert tyer to donate flies. Many first time fly tyers have participated; this gives you a chance to become 

very good tying at least one fly. If you need help learning a pattern; contact me, Tim Scott, and I will be happy to 

give you a lesson.  

As in the past, the Elkhart Conservation Club has graciously donated the use of their main building for the 2013 

Tie-a-thon. The previous six Tie-a-thons distributed over 42,000 flies to five groups, the youth camp of the Kala-
mazoo Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited, the youth camp for the Brotherhood of the Junglecock, Reel and Heal of 

Toledo, a cancer fly fishing retreat, Casting for Recovery of Indiana and Project Healing Waters.  Pick a pattern, tie 

it up and donate to the Tie-a-thon!  As in the past, the Elkhart Conservation Club has graciously donated the use 

of their main building for the 2013 Tie-a-thon.  

 


